[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]|||||||||



Minutes from Schoharie County Conservation Association

Meeting held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club

 November 18th, 2004 

-Fellow Sportsmen & Sportswomen-

*Attendance is needed from each club 

for their input on club activities*

President Ray Zeh called this months meeting to order at 19:07 with a salute to the American flag. Mike Zeh gave the treasurer’s report and motion was passed to except it with one correction for the receipt from the Summit Snow Riders. This and last months minutes were accepted.

SUNY Cobleskill Student, Neil Tregger, gave a presentation on his summer internship. He worked for the Student Conservation Association (SCA) in North Dakota on Elk as a volunteer.


Dues are due January 1st.  Association dues are $30.00 and individual dues are $10.00

New business and Activities:

· Wal-Mart to Sponsor youth conservation camp: This onsite camp is available for kids ages 12-15. The deadline for application is February 15th.

· Habitat Stamp Funds: The Deadline for application is Jan 7th. Each applicant could receive between $1,500 and $14,999 for projects concerning hunting and fishing access. Each region is limited to $10,000. Only nonprofit organizations are eligible. This money could be used for anything from planting oak trees to building boat ramps (hint, hint).

· Dues Postcards: A motion was past to send postcards for dues reminders.

· Nominating Committee: Ray Zeh, Ed Zamjohn & Bob Britton have been appointed. Anyone wishing to run for a position in the SCCA should contact them. We must have a president as Ray’s term is up.

· Deer season Changes: Jeff Peal mentioned five ideas for clubs to consider before January’s meeting; 1) Youth hunting big game. 2) Antler restriction by unit. 3) Extension of late season. 4) Crossbow use. 5) Expansion of early muzzleloading season (could affect doe permits).

· Quality Deer Management: Region 7 is trying a voluntary antler restriction over about 10,000 acres.

· Season Dates: It is a possibility that season dates could change that opening days are on Saturdays.

· Bear Season: Tentatively scheduled for Nov. 27th in Region 4 (O & P). No significant impacts from bear damage reported.

· DEC and Crooked Lake salmonids: The DEC has trapped salmonid eggs and taken them to SUNY Cobleskill’s hatchery along with 5-6,000 fingerlings. Most eggs are good so far. Males reach up to 18 inches.

· Open Spaces: will be updated in 2005-2006. We had two representatives from here on the Region 4 subcommittee in 2004. Franklin Vly is a nearby parcel that is a priority. There have been no willing sellers along LPN trails.

· Fish Diaries: This is a three-year study on catch rates & size distributions. There were 22 submitted from Schoharie Creek and 30 from Schoharie Reservoir. He would like these diaries turned in to the Stanford DEC office so information can be gathered and then returned to sports person for next year’s season. Call him if interested in participating next year. They would like to issue diaries with permits.

· Deer Mgt Team Southern Zone Season Recommendation Package for 2005 and there after:  
1. Early Archer Season – First Saturday in October running for 14 days. For 2005 10/1/05 thru 10/14

2. Early Special Muzzle Loader Season (Antlerless only) – Third Saturday in October running 7 days.  For 2005 10/15 thru 10/21.  Certain WMU’s excluded, based upon need to restrict antlerless harvest. (Archery season closed)

3. Early Archery Season – Fourth Saturday in October running until the day before the regular season.  For 2005: 10/22 thru 11/18.

4. Regular Season – Third Saturday in November running 23 days.  For 2005: 11/19 thru 12/11 (includes four weekends).

5. Late Archery & Muzzleloader Season – First day after the close of regular season running for 7 days.  For 2005: 12/12 thru 12/18 (Any left over tags valid)
· Land Trust – Conservation Easement:  348 acres of land located in the town of Blenheim donated to Schoharie Co. Land Trust.  This brings a total of over 1400 acres within Schoharie County.
VENISON DONATION COALITION: Seven deer were donated from Schoharie County Archers during early archery season.  To date there have been 22 deer donated.  Last year we had over 1100 lbs of venison donated through this program within Schoharie County.   There are two butcher shops doing this for our area.  Marlow’s in Howe Cave, 296-8978 and Jim Bleau in Galllupville, 872-9044.  If you donate your whole deer then you receive a chance at winning a CVA Black Powder 50 Caliber Gun, which was donated by Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited.  This venison stays here within Schoharie County, handed out through the local food pantries. For more information contact Neal Baumann at 295-7669. They are also looking for more butchers to participate.
Club Reports:

Colby Fish & Game Club: The club is raffling a 12 gauge Berretta. The drawing will be in January. The second drawing is a Rossy over and under and the third drawing is for a sears oven. Tickets are $5.  Club delegates are going to attend the next Cobleskill town board meeting to show opposition to the no hunting on the land, which Doc Reilly Park is being developed, near Howe Cave and also to discuss the reasons for only certain town officials can hunt on the lands of the Cobleskill Reservoir.  

SUNY Cobleskill TWS & AFS: Students of Wildlife Management will be giving presentations. They would like to welcome SCCA members to come to the final presentations of students Wildlife Management (FWLD 220) independent projects where everyone shows their PowerPoint presentations.  This semester they will be Wed.  12/1 from 1-?, Fri. 12/3 from 8-? and Fri. 12/3 from 1-?  All sessions are in HE200.  The labs are 4 hours long potentially but they will go for as long as it takes to give all the talks.

Central Bridge Fish & Game Club– Trap shoot on Monday nights at 6:30 p.m. and Skeet shooting is open to the public on Sunday at 9:00 a.m. sharp on mornings all year weather permitting. Contact Jim Mansheffer at (518) 868-2576. For September and October shoots, call Pat Gallagher at (518) 234-4194. The club also sponsors the Schoharie Pistol Team that uses the range at the clubhouse. The team is looking for shooters. For more info on the club, visit: http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/cbfgc.html
Long Path North Hiking Club– LPN has submitted a grant for kiosks and trail maintenance. They added 4.5 miles of trail north of the dam. They also have a new patch for anyone who does the whole Schoharie County Hike. You must apply through LPN.  Applicants must take pictures at designated landmarks. The next hike will be on the first Day of winter “Winter High Point.” New information on recent hikes has been posted to the website. http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/lpn/news.html
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: – The Christmas Party will be held at the club on December 18th. The SUNY Cobleskill students have been invited. Youth Archery Program - summer league – 27 kids received trophies.  Will hold Youth Archery again this coming January beginning 2nd Saturday.   Black Powder will start 1st Sunday in January. For information on the Christmas party contact Rev. Peter Dibartollo.  Winter Archery will start January 6th.   POC is Phil McMasters 872-9606.  Club voted to donate $100 to Hunt of A Lifetime.  The club now has 284 members with almost 100 Life members. 

Richmondville Fish & Game Club– New Clubhouse:  the framing is done and roof is on. Metal has been ordered for the siding.  It should be here the weekend of October 16.
Need some help! 

Whitetails Unlimited – For more information about Whitetails Unlimited, check out their website, www.whitetailsunlimited.com.   Next club meeting will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on March 7th 2005 and next year’s banquet will be held at the Best Western in Cobleskill on the last Sunday in September on the 25th 2005. 

West Fulton  – A December 7th club members’ meeting was held at the firehouse. Will hold their annual Diner at the firehouse on December 11th.  

Friends of the NRA: Report 160 members in attendance at the banquet in Johnstown.
NYS Conservation Assoc. Region 4:  Meeting Held Dec 1.  A new election was held for the position of Director.  Nominated were Michael Zeh and Dan Owens.  There were 6 county representatives present.  Dan Owens was elected the new Director, who will complete the term, December 2005, which was vacated by Harold Palmer, who was elected as 2nd vice president to NYS Conservation Council at the Fall meeting.  There will be a Spring meeting March 12, 2005 located at Boreali’s Restaurant 8:30am to 3:30pm.  The cost of coffee & Danish and lunch will be $14.  There will be several guest speakers.

Blenheim Gilboa Wildlife Management Task Force: The Power Authority plans on lowering the water level in order to rebuild the 4 generator/turbines at the base of the main tunnel. They might need help moving fish from low areas. SUNY Cobleskill and the SCCA may be interested.

 
Meeting held November 5.  Discussed plan on removal of some of the fenced trees, which were used for feeding deer during the winter months.   NYSPA has awarded a signage contract for the wetlands area.  Also removal of the fence around the wetland will be taken down.  This fence will be available for SCCA use on the Hamm Farm, which is now owed by NYS.  Camp Summit inmates will do most of this work during Deer Season (Gun).  

 
Unfortunately. No eagle’s nested this year and no nest cameras where used. 

Because of the scheduling problems, NYSPA will try to setup the next meeting at SUNY Cobleskill.   This meeting will be held on March 4th at 12:00 noon.        

The next meeting will be held at the Middleburg Rod & Gun Club Thursday, December 16th at 19:00.   The Christmas Party will ensue with pizza and wings.

Meeting adjourned at 21:20.
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