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Minutes from Schoharie County Conservation Association

Meeting held at the Curtis Mott Hall at SUNY Cobleskill 
 January 27th, 2004 

-Fellow Sportsmen & Sportswomen-

*Attendance is needed from each club 

for their input on club activities*

President Doug Handy called this months meeting to order at 19:12 with a salute to the American flag. Mike Zeh gave the treasurer’s report and motion was passed to except it. This and last months minutes were accepted.  Doug Handy’s phone is 205-7779 / e-mail address is dchandy@midtel.net and as president he would like information on all club activities.


Neal Baumann is our Schoharie County Representative for the NYSCC.  During the month of January, Neal attended a meeting in Ilion.  This meeting was for discussing the proposed Hunting Season Restructure for 2005.  

Deer Season:

A. Early Archery – First Saturday in October to the day before Regular Season. (Antlerless only during the early muzzleloading season).  For 2005  10/01 thru 11/18.

B. Early Muzzleloading – Third Saturday in October running for 7 days. (Hunting allowed with DMP and DMAP tags only). For 2005  10/15 thru 10/21.

C. Regular Season – Third Saturday in November running for 23 days. For  2005 – 11/19 thru 12/11

D. Late Season (Archery/Muzzle) – First day after the close of the regular season running for 7 days. For 2005 – 12/12 thru 12/18.

E. Antler Restriction Pilot Study – WMSs 3C & 3J only (Ulster County) Limits harvest of Anterless of antlered deer to those with at least three antler points on one side.   For 2005  All Season Dates.

Bear Season:

A. Early Archery – First Saturday in October to the day before the Regular Season (Hunting allowed during the early muzzleloading season). For 2005  10/01 thru 11/18.

B. Early Muzzleloading  - Third Saturday in October running for 7 days. (Hunting allowed in all WMUs open for bear hunting). For 2005  10/15-10/21.

C. Regular – Catskills (First Monday after the opening of Regular Deer Season) For 2005  11/21 thru 12/11.  Regular – Alleganys (First Saturday after the opening of Regular Deer Season. For 2005 (11/26-12/11)

D. Late Season (Archery/Muzzleload) First day after the close of regular season running for 7 days.  For 2005  12/12 thru 12/18.

Pheasant & Turkey Seasons – Change to Saturday openers where opening day is currently on a Monday.  No significant change in the number of hunting days. For 2005 – refer to Regulations Guide.

Big discussion:  All areas except far west end of state were against changes.  The bow hunters were all up in arms about losing their prime time for hunting (rutting time).  Also, there were many safety concerns with having Bow hunters and Muzzleloader hunters being in the woods at the same time. Only Item, which everyone was agreeable on, was the Saturday Opening.  DEC gave estimates on deer kill for 2004.  190,000 to 200,000.  2003 kill was 253,000 for the whole state.

Venison Donation Program:

Recognition Plaques were presented to both butcher shops, Marlows in Howes Cave & Blues near Gallupville for their support to the Venison Donation Program.        

Any questions may be directed to him.  If you donated your whole deer then you received a chance at winning a CVA Black Powder 50 Caliber Gun, which was donated by Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited.  The winner this year was Mark Jaqueway from Schoharie.   For more information contact Neal Baumann at 295-7669.  The fund has $900 toward next year.  The participation of Russ Marlow and his mother is greatly appreciated who donated their meat cutting labor and have helped make Schoharie County a model for the state with its program.  The program has been expanded to several churches. 

John’s Sports Center, a Savage gun dealer located near Gilboa, had his drawing for the Buck Contest.  Profit went to West Fulton Rod & Gun Club.  There were twenty entries.  1st prize, 243 Savage, went to Betty Staroba from West Fulton and 2nd prize, 17 HMR 22 mag. Bolt Action went to Jason Gridley from Cobleskill. 

New business and Old Activities:

· SCCA Association Dues are due.  Association Club Dues are $30.00 annually and Individual memberships are $10.00.  Please send to SCCA P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035.

· SCCA’S Ice Fishing tournament was held on  February 5th, 2005 with 65 registrations. Here is a list of the winners. 
Largest Pickerel of the day was caught by Eric Wallber - 24 1/4"  $10.00
Largest Perch of the day was caught by Ron Zega - 12  1/2"  $10.00
                   
 Adults:                                                               Youth:
    6AM-8AM
 1. Brian Lacko  Pickerel  23"   $10.00
 2. Iscca Golding  Perch   10 3/4" $10.00
   8AM - 10AM
 1. Tim Higgins Pickerel 23 1/4"$10.00 1.Johnathan Bywater Pickerel 21 1/4"                            Trophy
                                                        2. Matt Duell    Perch 7 3/4"  $10.00    Trophy
  10AM - 12PM
 1.                                                    1.   Eric Wallaber Pickerel  24 1/4" $10.00 

(Largest Fish of the day) Trophy

    2. Iscca Golding    Perch  11" $10.00 2. Zack Whitebeck    Perch   4 1/2"    Trophy

   12PM - 2PM
 1. John Warner Pickerel  21 7/8"   $10.00    1. Brian Wilcot  9"  Trophy
 2. Ron Zega   Perch   12 1/2"   $10.00
· Doug Handy and Ray Zeh attended the meeting 02/12 in Oneonta at the Holiday Inn and Dave Wood and Mike Zeh attended the meeting 02/16 at the Clarion Hotel in Albany for discussions on the Proposed Hunting Season Changes.  There were about 375 sportsmen at the first meeting and about 150 at the second.  These groups held a question/answer session and also everyone was given a number so they could give DEC input on the changes.  (For or Against and reasons why) DEC also handed out some literature for mailing in comments to DEC staffing.  The address is Big Game Season Changes, NYSDEC Bureau of Wildlife, 625 Broadway Albany, New York 12233 or e-mail address fwwildlf@gw.dec.state.ny.us  DEC gave numbers on state wide deer take for 2004 – 200,000 down 18% from 2003.  2002 had the highest record for deer take.  The buck take for 2004 was 88,500 a 17% decrease from 2003 107,000 and the adult Female take was 79,200 down 16% from 2003  94,400.  In Region there was a decrease of 4000 successful permits with archery being decreased by 400 and muzzle loader dropping just a little compared to last years numbers. Statewide there was 10 DMUs, which had a higher doe, take then the projection.  All other DMUs were down or within the desired range.  They did say that there would be a lot less doe permits issued in Region 4 for this coming Fall. Mostly land owner permits.  The reasons DEC gave for the decrease in deer harvest were: Weather & Field Conditions, Hunter Activity, Deer harvest peaked in 2002, Winter Mortality losses were high in 2003 for example in Region 8 there were 109 deer/car accidents and DEC checked bone marrow and the results showed 69 deer out of the 109 deer would have died from starvation if they hadn’t gotten killed by vehicle /deer accident.   DEC stated that deer populations are not evenly distributed because of posted lands and urban areas, which don’t allow hunting.  They also stated that the coyote population have increased even with 4000 being harvest in 2004 and with very liberal hunting regulations.  The DECALS showed a reporting of only 18% with 68% being with previous method.  There was a show of hands and closed to half the attendance stated they had trouble reporting their deer harvest with the DECALS.  Conclussion from Meeting: 2/3 state wide was below DEC’s projected deer harvest, DMP numbers will be cut for 2005, DEC will implement Antler Restruction in Region 3 and all sportsmen need to promote the Legislative Bill to lower the age of the youth for big game licenses.   

· Total NYS Hunting licenses sold for 2004-2005 is around 640,000. This number also dropped.  Ages 16-64. Total number Archery Licenses state wide 200,000 and Muzzleloader licenses at 200,000.  The average age of a license buyer is 49.    

· New York Power Authority:  News Release
Power Authority Provides Funding For SUNY Cobleskill Fishing Program

February 16, 2005

For Immediate Release


Cobleskill – Saying “ this is a great day for SUNY Cobleskill and for the Power Authority,” Eugene W. Zeltmann, the New York Power Authority’s President and Chief Executive Officer, handed a check to SUNY Cobleskill President Dr. Thomas Haas to fund expansion of the college’s aquaculture program. 

The $20,000 contribution will help SUNY Cobleskill to construct two ponds to supports its fisheries and aquaculture program.  Specifically, the plan involves raising walleye fingerlings for use in stocking waterways in Schoharie County, especially the re-stocking of the upper and lower reservoirs at the Power Authority’s Blenheim-Gilboa Pumped Storage Power Project.


”As part of our Life Extension and Modernization (LEM) program at Blenheim-Gilboa, we do anticipate a substantial loss in the current fisheries there and are looking at re-stocking the water with fish,” said Zeltmann.  “There has been significant input from the Schoharie County Conservation Association (SCCA) asking that the Power Authority shift its emphasis to stocking walleye, and increasingly popular fame fish.  In partnership with SUNY Cobleskill, that is what we intend to do.”


Gerald Hamm, Dave Wood, Mike and Ray Zeh, members of SCCA have served on the Power Authority’s Wildlife Task Force and suggested changing the focus of the stocking program from trout to walleye.


“We feel that walleye will fare better than trout in the reservoirs due to the constant stirring of the waters,” said Mike Zeh.  “The additional walleye might also be used to stock the Schoharie Creek and Oswedo, giving sportsmen and women a better return on the Power Authority’s investment.”

President Haas said, “This is an outstanding example of how business, education and community members can work together for the betterment of the community as a whole.  We’re grateful for the ongoing support of the Power Authority for this and many other SUNY Cobleskill initiatives and programs.”


The LEM, a four-year, $135 million rehabilitation of Blenheim-Gilboa’s generating capabilities, is scheduled to begin in 2006.  It requires that the water in the upper reservoir be significantly lowered each of the four years to allow work to be undertaken.  Re-stocking will occur each year.


The formal agreement between NYPA and the school provides that in return for the $20,000 investment, the college will provide walleye fingerlings to NYPA at no cost for three years.  In subsequent years, the Power Authority will have first option to purchase the fingerlings at a fair market price.


Blenheim-Gilboa, which currently can produce 1,040,000 kilowatts, operates like a giant storage battery.  In peak demand periods, hundreds of thousands of gallons of water are released from the upper reservoir.  The water plunges 1,200 feet within the mountain to power four turbine-generators, producing electricity and then flowing into a lower reservoir on the Schoharie Creek.  At night and on weekends, when demand is lower, the water is pumped back to the upper reservoir, using economical electricity from other sources. 


On July 31,1973, just over four years after the groundbreaking, the project was dedicated.  About five months later, on Dec. 17, Blenheim-Gilboa operated at full capacity for the first time.


· Region 4 will have their annual Spring meeting at Boreali’s Restaurant March 12 from 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM.  The cost is $14 per person for Danish&coffee/juice and lunch.  For more information contact Mike Zeh at 266-5581.  Must have reservations.

· Wal-Mart to Sponsor youth conservation camp: This onsite camp is available for kids ages 12-15. The deadline for application is February 15th.

· Open Spaces: will be updated in 2005-2006. We had two representatives from here on the Region 4 subcommittee in 2004. Franklin Vly is a nearby parcel that is a priority. There have been no willing sellers along LPN trails.

· Fish Diaries: This is a three-year study on catch rates & size distributions. There were 22 submitted from Schoharie Creek and 30 from Schoharie Reservoir.  Norm McBride would like these diaries turned in to the Stanford DEC office so information can be gathered and then returned to sports person for next year’s season. Call 607-652-2466 if interested in participating next year.  NYPA would like to issue fish diaries with boating permits for the upper and lower reservoirs.

Club Reports:

Colby Fish & Game Club: The club is accepting donations for stocking the Cobleskill Reservoir by selling buttons.  The club had their drawing for a 12 gauge Berretta. The winner was Kenny Bono for the shotgun, Mike Walsko for the over/under and Mike Koser for the microwave.   

Central Bridge Fish & Game Club– Skeet shooting is open to the public on Sunday at 9:00 a.m. sharp on mornings all year weather permitting. Contact Jim Mansheffer at (518) 868-2576.  The club also sponsors the Schoharie Pistol Team that uses the range at the clubhouse. The team is looking for shooters. For more info on the club, visit: http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/cbfgc.html
Long Path North Hiking Club– LPN has submitted a grant for kiosks and trail maintenance. They added 4.5 miles of trail north of the dam. They also have a new patch for anyone who does the whole Schoharie County Hike. You must apply through LPN.  Applicants must take pictures at designated landmarks. The next hike will be on the first Day of winter “Winter High Point.” New information on recent hikes has been posted to the website. http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/lpn/news.html
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Youth Archery has started again every Saturday until the end of March.  There are over 100 kids averaging each week.   Ages 4 – 10, 9AM thru 11AM. Ages 11 + after 11AM.   Black Powder has started, 1st Sunday in each month, January through June.

Whitetails Unlimited – Club is raffling off a compound bow $5 squares/100 squares.  Next club meeting will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on March 7th and next year’s banquet will be held at the Best Western in Cobleskill on the last Sunday in September on the 25th. 

West Fulton  –  Feb 12th Ice fishing contest was held at Franklin Vly.  Prizes were given two hours for largest fish caught.  Applied for Grant from Habitat Fund for construction of wildlife feed plot on Panther Creek.  

Trout Unlimited – Looking at stocking two ponds by Dr. Reilly Park located near Howes Cave.  Discuss the possibility of Ice Fishing on Cobleskill Reservoir.  Joe Moore, Doug Handy and Mark Cornwell will approach town board at next meeting. 

Friends of the NRA: Report 160 members in attendance at the banquet in Johnstown. More info has been added to the website on events.

SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/

The next meeting will be held at Curtis Mott Hall at SUNY Cobleskill on Thursday, February 24th at 19:00.  

Meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM[image: image3.png]
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