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Minutes from Schoharie County Conservation Association

Meeting held at SUNY Cobleskill 

September 28th, 2006

Fellow Sportsmen & Sportswomen

*Attendance is needed from each club

for their input on club activities*

The meeting was called to order at 7:25 with 16 people in attendance.  Mike Zeh gave the treasurer report.  A motion was made to accept by Walt Zeh, second by Harold Guest and passed.  Ray Lawyer and 2nd by Joe Moore made a motion on last month’s minutes. A vote was taken and passed.  Mike Zeh also purchased a Terry Redlin Wildlife Print for the 2007 Fair Raffle for $140.  This was voted on and passed to reimburse the cost.

We still have the SCCA hat pin available. To get a pin you must attend a SCCA meeting and be an associate SCCA member or a member of a dues paying club.

Discussed the SCCA investment of the Dorwin Hamm funds.  Ray Zeh & Ed Zamjohn looked into the returns and a decision was made by the membership to leave the funds where they are, American Express Mutual Funds. 

Ed Zamjohn made a motion to start selling the canoe raffle ticket to all sportsmen because ticket sales are way down.  A vote was taken and passed.  We still have over 250 tickets available.  A drawing will be held at the November or December SCCA meeting.  The money raised will help pay for the printing of the SCCA 100th anniversary books.  Any one wanting a ticket can send $5 with name & address to SCCA P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035 and a ticket will be sent to them.

Received a thank you card from the SUNY College students thanking SCCA for the $500 which we donated for their Alaska trip.     

We have found a helper to computer train and update the SCCA website.  Miss Kayla Deats has offered to help us out.  

Guest speaker Scott Trees, who is running for the State Assembly, gave us a little information on his past history.  He is into Economics (not a farmer or anti hunter). Brother went to West Point, supports the Second Amendment and Hunting.  Hunting is good, its supports the local economy. He is also a supporter for the boat launch Otsego Lake.  He is a tree planter and owns 60 acres of which he plans on filling with trees.  

The Pheasant stocking went pretty good.  A Total of 196 pheasants were released, 28 at each site. There will be three different release dates through out the fall season.  There were about 6 SCCA members to help DEC with the 1st release.      
Ray Zeh offered to set up a meeting with DEC to bring ideas to the table. Jeff Phel and Dick Henry would be willing to participate.  This would not be a complaint meeting.
Ray Zeh reported that there were close to 75 local sports men & women along with 15 college students attending the Antler Restriction meeting held on September 26 at SUNY Cobleskill.  This was an informational meeting only.  There are 26 states which have antler restriction programs with five states being state wide. There was no vote taken for or against.  To date we have receive close to 300 surveys on this program.  A newsletter will be sent out to all those who provided an address.     
Fishing News: Senator Seward has approved special funding for promoting & educational fishing clinics, installing signage for fishing access and also the I Love NYS program. 

  SCCA Association Dues:  Still have one Association who needs to send in their $30 Dues which are due for 2006.   Several associate membership dues are also past due.  Individual Memberships are $10.00.  Please send to SCCA, P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035.  I have currently updated my records and will try to send out post cards to members who are in the rear, soon.

New York State Conservation Council Inc. The NYSCC will be coordinating a Leopold Education Project workshop on November 2nd, 2006.  The workshop will be held at the Montezuma National Wildlife Refuge, 3395 Routes 5 &20 East, Seneca Falls.    Cost is $75 per person and will run from 9 AM - 4:00 PM with lunch provided.  The workshop is based on Leopold's writings and provides activities concerning conservation ethics geared at grades 6-12, but all activities can be geared for any age level.  Participants will be take part in various indoor and outdoor activities, which will expand their abilities to "read the landscape."  Below is a link to our website for more information and an application form. http://www.nyscc.com/leopold_education_project.htm
DEC TO ISSUE ADDITIONAL DEER MANAGEMENT PERMITS
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Hunters Previously Denied May Receive DMP Through Lottery Process


New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Denise M. Sheehan today announced that approximately 12,700 Deer Management Permits (DMPs) will be issued to hunters who were previously denied permits earlier this year during the DMP Instant Lottery.


"New York's sportsmen and sportswomen represent the foundation of the State's deer management programs and goals," Commissioner Sheehan said. "Hunters have enjoyed a proud legacy in New York State and we look forward to continuing that success this year.  Issuing these permits enhances our ability to properly manage the deer population here in New York."


Deer Management Permits, which allow hunters to harvest antlerless deer, are issued for specific Wildlife Management Units (WMUs) to control deer populations.  In order to provide DMPs as an instant lottery at point-of-sale locations, DEC must anticipate the number of applicants in each WMU and assign a probability to each unit so that the appropriate number of DMPs are issued.  In several WMUs, DEC received fewer DMP applications by the October 1 deadline than projected and so, despite some applicants being denied, not enough DMPs were issued in these units.


To issue the remaining DMPs, DEC randomly selected among applicants who were previously denied DMPs in these affected WMUs during the instant lottery.  DEC has completed the random selection and has begun to mail permits.  About 35 percent of the hunters previously denied first permits in these units will receive a DMP through this process.  Applicants from the following WMUs will be eligible to receive DMPs through the lottery process: 3C, 3H, 3K, 4A, 4F, 4G, 4N, 6K, 6R, 7S, 8P, 8T, 8W, 9F, 9K, 9P, 9T, 9W, and 9X.


Hunters not selected for a DMP will not receive a mailing from DEC.  Due to the time required to process these permits, DEC and license agents will not be able to respond to individual inquiries about permits.  Hunters are urged to wait for their permits to arrive by mail. Selection for one of the leftover permits will not affect any preference points issued to hunters who were not selected for their first choice area during the original application period.
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FEDERAL AID IN WILDLIFE RESTORATION  -  GRANT WE-173-G

April 1, 2006 - March 31, 2008

JOB 5.1:Determine wildlife species movements, behavior, and life history characteristics in relation to limiting factors

Activity 5.1.10:Determine reproductive rates of white-tailed deer in selected areas of New York State

Need:  Deer harvests in New York State declined dramatically following the high harvests in the 2002 and 2003 seasons.  This rapid decline in deer take was likely the result of the combined effects of management actions directed at reducing deer populations and winter mortality from two successive severe winters (2002 & 2003). Buck takes are significantly below our management objectives in many Wildlife Management Units (WMUs) through the state. 

A key component to managing the recovery of these deer herds is a better understanding of the reproductive potential of the deer population in each unit.  Unfortunately, we do not have current information on either the timing or the rates of conception of white-tailed deer in New York.  The most recent statewide evaluation of fecundity and recruitment was completed in the 1970's (Jackson and Hesselton, 1973, 1974) and deer numbers have changed dramatically since that time period. More recent work on this subject occurred in Region 3 in the early 1990's and suggested that anomalies of the expected reproductive success in specific WMUs may have been occurring at that time.

Recent declines in deer abundance have eroded public credibility of deer management in New York State. Several factors may be responsible for slower than expected recovery of deer numbers including landscape changes, winter mortality, and reproduction.   While it is not known if reproductive success has been degraded, it is one variable that can be measured. Completing this study will improve our understanding of deer recruitment levels, and potentially enhance our ability to manage deer populations and respond to the concerns of hunters and the general public.   

Objectives:
1.  Determine conception rates, timing of conception, and number of embryos per bred female (reproductive rate) for white-tailed deer in at least two study areas from distinct geographic areas.

2.  In each study area compare conception rates, timing of conception, and number of embryos per bred female between three age groups: Fawns, 1 ½ old deer and 2 ½ and older deer.

3.  Compare conception rates, timing of conception, and number of embryos per bred female with previous studies from New York and other locations in the Northeast.  

Expected Results and Benefits:  This study will provide current information on the reproductive potential of white-tailed deer in several locations in New York State.  The results will be used to formulate strategies and evaluate our management efforts in areas with lower than desired deer populations.
Since 1990, DEC has employed Citizen’s Task Forces to establish desired deer populations in specific WMUs. Citizen Task Forces are planned in a number of Wildlife Management Units each year and the current status of the deer herd is evaluated to determine if increases, decreases, or the status quo should be maintained. Some actions have proven difficult to achieve. For example, in two Catskill Units (4R and 4W) the buck take objectives appear to have been set unrealistically high by the previous Citizen Task Forces.  Having a better understanding of the current reproductive potential of deer in these units could be another potential factor in helping future task forces set more realistic objectives.

Interest in Quality Deer Management (QDM) and a key tool of  QDM, antler restrictions, is growing rapidly among hunters in this state.  Sportsmen’s organizations in several regions have expressed interest in pursuing new antler restriction regulations similar to those in the ongoing pilot program initiated in WMUs 3C and 3J in 2005.  A key component of this deer management philosophy is to achieve a more balanced sex ratio by protecting yearling bucks .  In areas where recruitment may be less than optimum, a better balanced sex ratio may result in higher conception rates for adult females and more efficient reproduction.  This study will help determine if reproductive rates of New York deer are lower than expected and thus might be impacted by antler restrictions.

While New York deer managers have remained neutral on the question of emerging alternative deer harvest strategies, they are in a position to educate hunters and the public about the ramifications of these management options.  Having current information and area specific data on the reproductive potential of white-tailed deer in New York State could be an important factor to help improve our understanding of current and future deer management issues.   

Approach:  Reproductive data will be collected from dead deer including road kills, nuisance permit deer, and traditional winter mortality surveys in at least two distinct study areas. Fish and Wildlife Technicians will collect samples and compile data regarding the date of death, age, nutritional plane, and fecundity including dates of conception utilizing standard fetal measurements (Hamilton, 1985). Data will be collected for two consecutive field seasons (January-March 2007 and 2008).
The target sample for each study area will be 65 female deer for each of three age categories (fawns, 1 ½ year old, and 2 ½ and older females).  The total sample desired for each study area is 195 female deer (390 female for two study areas) per field season.     
This study would be accomplished primarily with additional seasonal staff working under the direction of current permanent wildlife staff.  Full coverage will require eight seasonal Fish and Wildlife Technicians for each field season. Four seasonal Technicians would be assigned to each study area.. When practical, regional permanent staff may also be involved with the collection of data. Regional staff in the study areas will seek the cooperation of state and local highway crews to locate and/or pickup road-killed deer. On a regular schedule, data will also be gathered from winter mortality investigations and other random sources of dead deer.  Permanent regional wildlife staff will be responsible for the data analysis and report preparation. Jeremy Hurst and Edward Kautz will be involved in the study design and analysis.

Data from the study will be correlated with data from the annual harvest calculation, such as the number of fawns per 100 adult females. Recruitment data will also be useful in the development of annual buck-take projections. Additionally, current reproductive data from this study will be available for inclusion in the new deer population model.   Finally, we will compare data among study areas and compare the results form this study to previous studies in New York and other locations in the Northeast.   

Location:   Two distinct study areas representing different deer habitat in New York State will be sampled.  The eastern study area will encompass DEC wildlife management units (WMU) 4A, 4B, 4J, 4N, 4F, 4G, 4H, 4S, 5R, 6S, and 6R. The western study area will include WMU’s 8P, 8T, 8W, 8X, 8Y, 8M, 9N, 9P, 9T, 9X, AND 9Y.

Schedule: 
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August 2006

September-December 2006

January-March 2007

April 2007

May 2007

September -December 2007

January-March 2008

April 2008

May 2008
	Identification of study areas

Completion of study design

Preparation for field work

    a.  Contact study area highway departments 
 

    b.  Hire seasonal technicians 

First field Season

Data compilation and analysis

Interim progress report 

Preparation for second field season

    a.  Contact study area highway departments 
 

    b.  Hire seasonal technicians 

Second field season

Data compilation and analysis

Report completion


Key Personnel: Project Leader: Jeffrey Peil, Region 4, Schenectady

Regional Supervisors: Deer biologists from each region within the study areas (to be determined at the June deer team meeting).   Project Design and Analysis: Jeremy Hurst, J. Edward Kautz, Wildlife Services, Albany     
Estimated Costs:  

	State Fiscal Year
	Federal Share

	2006-07
	$102,822

	2007-08
	$102,822

	Total
	$205,644


The federal share of this project will cover temporary personnel service costs and supplies and materials for the seasonal staff.   The state share will include permanent staff contributions. .      
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New York Power Authority:  Dave Wood is currently taking pictures of the upper reservoir where the rebuild project is underway.  SUNY Cobleskill students assisted in the relocation of fish.  The college students reported that the fish were very small. The lowering of the upper reservoir is being done so the valves can be replaced at the bottom of the tunnel in front of each generator.  This is a four year project. 60 access permits have been approved for archery deer hunters.  Pete Nye, DEC representative for endangered species has approved the installation of a camera on the eagle nest.  During the tagging of the eaglets, a fishing line was noted, coming from the beak of one of the eaglets.  From an x-ray a fish hook was located in the eaglet’s crop.  With surgery the hook was removed and the eaglet was placed back in the nest.  Eaglet is fine and flying now.      

New York State Fish & Wildlife Management Board: The Fall Session will be held at Seneca Falls on October 26, 27 & 28.  Mike Zeh, the Region 4 FWMB Sportsmen Rep will attend.  At the September meeting Pete Innes reported that over 1300 permits were approved for repairing stream canals as a result of the June flooding, mostly in Delaware County. He also reported that over 20,000 acres of top soil were washed away.  Dick Henry reported that the 5-year contract NYS has with Verizon is expiring for DECALS.  DMU permits are down this year. 34,000 to 19,000 for Region 4.(Only 150 DMAP issued) He reported that no antler restriction areas will be approved at least until after the pilot programs being done in Ulster County.  DEC reported no new cases of CWD.  Nuisance reports are down from last year. Excessive bear damage in Corland County corn fields. There were over 500 bear tags filled from the Catskills Mountain area last year. Expanding Bobcat trapping season – need to register with DEC and maintain a diary.  Scott Van Arsdale reported 2900 pheasants will be released within Region 4 (9 counties). Several moose reported in NYS.  DEC states over 200 estimate in NYS now.  Four moose killed last month.  2 car/moose accidents, 1 train/moose accident and one die when DEC tried to move from Watertown area.       
Schoharie County Ridge-runners (Formerly the Struttin’ Hens): National Wildlife Turkey Federation:  Event date is 04/21/2007 and the location will be @ Borealli’s Restaurant Howes Cave, N.Y. 12092 POC is Liz Reinhart 518-673-3965   For more information about the NWTF, call 1-800-THE-NWTF. Meetings are now held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at Liz Reinhart home residence - 256 Melick Rd. Canajoharie, NY 13317

SUNY Cobleskill College: The members of the Cobleskill Student Chapter of the Wildlife Society sent 14 students to Anchorage Alaska for the annual meeting September 23 –27, 2006.  Students competed in the Wildlife Quiz Bowl Competition against Wisconsin-Madison and Virginia Tech.  The college students were given a tour, which took them out to watch moose deeply involved in their rut.  They also saw several Dull sheep, Mountain goats, Black bears, Stellas sea lions, Harbor seals and dozens of bold eagles along with other wildlife.  

Summit SNO Riders: For information contact Bud Rivenburgh at 287-1961 or dtoborg@midtel.net or go to club’s website.  www.summitsnoriders.homestead.com/summitsnoriders.html    
Central Bridge Fish & Game Club– Skeet shooting is open to the public on Sunday at 9:00 a.m. sharp on mornings all year weather permitting.  Contact Jim Mansheffer at (518) 868-2576.  The club also sponsors the Schoharie Pistol Team that uses the range at the clubhouse.  The team is looking for shooters. For info http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/cbfgc.html
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: The last Trap shoot was held on September 29th  and will start back up the last Friday in April 2007.  The indoor archery range targets are being rebuilt by an Eagle Scout project, Jacob Bauman has asked for permission to tackle this project in the fall at a cost to the club not to exceed $400.  All December raffle tickets are out to sellers.  All tickets must be returned or sold by November 28th.  Bob Britton & Ray Zeh will be available between 6 – 9 PM at the club house for unsold tickets.  For more information check out the club’s website address. www.middleburghrg.com.  

Conesville Rod & Gun Club: The club had an excellent turnout for the Youth pheasant hunt on October 14th.  The shoot was located in Green County.  Dewey Irving and Jim Volker were the POCs. The age group was 12 – 15 with close to 10 young hunters showing up.  Dave Krajewik and Russ Burton were an excellent help. They were the guides and owners of the trained dogs provided.  A total of 19 birds were taken and each hunter was issued a trigger lock for safety.  DEC did provide the 50 birds for the shoot along with Lt. Larry Didonato, Mike Terrell, local ECO and Mike Ark, the new K-9 ECO were there to help with the event.  Conesville Rod & Gun provide the hotdogs and soda for the event.  Also helping out was Walt Bennet, the Fish & Wildlife Management Sportsmen Representative for Green County.  The club has also completed the building of the special cages for raising pheasants for next year which the state requires.  

Whitetails Unlimited    Schoharie Co. Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited had a good showing with close to 150 supporters showing up for the annual banquet, which was held on September 24th at the Best Western located in Cobleskill.  The raffle and auctions  went very well with close to $12,000 total sales.  The food was excellent and special thanks to Earl Berg who did a great job at auctioneering.  Earl has donated his time for the last four years.  Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Members had their annual 10 K Tim Murphy run on Columbus Day Weekend with over 100 runners & walkers.  A work party was held to help out the West Fulton Fire Department with their pavilion.  They have also been involved with moving the old school house to the center of town.  They are also running a raffle to help pay the bills. There will be 10 cash prizes from $100 - $25.  Drawing will be held at the Annual Diner on December 9th.  Tickets were donated by John’s Sports Center located in N. Blenheim, NY.  

The SCCA meeting was adjourned at 10:15 PM. SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/   My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com Please update your address book/list.  Please send any information, which I will try to include in future SCCA newsletters.  I appreciate all the help I can get.  Mike 
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The next meeting will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club at 7:00 PM on Thursday, October 26th.  Dick Henry, our Big Game DEC Manager for Region 4 will be our Guest speaker this month. Please bring a another sportsmen/women along to the meeting so we have a good turn out.
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