Minutes from Schoharie County Conservation Association
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Meeting held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club

May 25th, 2006

-Fellow Sportsmen & Sportswomen-

*Attendance is needed from each club

for their input on club activities*

The meeting was called to order at 7:08 with 21 people in attendance.  The treasurer report was given by Mike Zeh.  A motion was made to accept by Gerald Hamm, second by Dewey Irving and passed.  Gerald Hamm is still working on the historical book, which will have a brief description about all the local sporting clubs (past & present).  He is still trying to get information on several clubs so if you can help him out please call him. (827-4813) We need information for from years past Schoharie County, and the 100th anniversary of the SCCA.  He is gathering the lists of past officers from the different clubs. We are planning on printing over 1000 copies to hand out at the fair and to give to members of the different clubs.  At this time Gerald is selling advertisement space to local businesses to help pay for most of the cost of the printing and copying.

The subject of the proposed DEC regulations concerning 10” size and creel changes for catching bass fish in the Schoharie Creek, South of the Esperance Bridge was reviewed.  A vote was taken to keep the regulation the same until after the diary program is complete.  This is only the second year of a five-year study.  Norm McBride is looking for more volunteers to participate in the program so a more accurate study can be done.   Also discussed was the creel limit on the Cobleskill holding pond.  A vote was taken and opposed any changes.  

Several members did attend the local Town Board meetings to educate our town supervisors and the public on why we as sportsmen & sports women need this antler restriction program.  Biggest concern is the Buck to Doe Ratio.  There are not enough bucks to breed all the does within the first and second rut. If the doe are breed after the second rut, that fawn will be born late in the summer to get ready for the following fall & winter.  

The lapel/hat pin/button for the 100th SCCA Anniversary, have been received and 18 members at the meeting received one.  Gerald Hamm had made a motion to have one button given to members who attend the SCCA meetings.  

SCCA Association Dues:  Association $30 Dues are due for 2006.   Several associate membership dues are also past due.  Individual Memberships are $10.00.  Please send to SCCA, P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035.  I have currently updating my records and will try to send out post cards to members who are in the rear.

SUNY College Student Scholarship Correction

There were three scholarships funded by the Dorwin Hamm Scholarship account.  A check was presented to Kevin Bremer for the following students.  Arliss Reed  (Schoharie County Waterfowl. study, Joe Winski: Presentation was on Whitetail Deer in Schoharie County, and Kevin Poole: Presentation was rainbow trout movement in Zimmer Creek within the Fox Creek watershed.  


The West Fulton Rod & Gun Club’s approved the scholarship for Andrew Hall, trapping a coyote and tracking the range, which was funded by the Tim Murphy Account.  Also approved were $250 Scholarships each for Erica Remicka and Issaac Golding who are doing a walleye study on the Otsego Lake.  
Steve Lawrence - Region 4 DEC Fisheries Supervisor:  Approved stocking the Cobleskill Holding pond with another 300 two-year-old trout.  This is in addition to the 125, which were stocked earlier.  

Dick Henry – DEC Region 4 - Big Game Manager:  DMU permits will be lower in numbers again this year.  34,000 to 20,000 DEC is trying to raise the deer population in most areas.  Bear Season – Schoharie County:  A special meeting concerning the opening up of bear hunting in three DMU regions in Schoharie County was held on May 17 at the Cooperative Extension Bldg in Cobleskill.  There were approximately 40 concerned Sportsmen & women who showed up.  NYS DEC gave a presentation on the propose regulation changes. Also discussed was the Antler Restriction program that NYS DEC is down in Ulster County.  They are increasing the number of DMU from 3 to 5.  This is a pilot program that the sportsmen & women are in favor of.  Ray Zeh, Bob Britton, Dave Wood and Ray Lawyer attended.  

Legislation Bills Coming up:
Assembly Codes, 6/6 @ 11:00am

A-2186, Provides that any person in the business of selling rifles and shotguns shall, before selling or delivering a rifle or shotgun to any other person (other than a dealer or gunsmith) require such other person to produce at least two forms of identification; failure to require such proof shall be a class A misdemeanor.

A-4664, Provides that restrictions regarding the carrying of concealed weapons and licenses therefore shall be by statute only.

A-4679, Authorizes amendments to a license to carry or possess a firearm to be made by the filing officers or county clerk of each county, unless otherwise specified through resolution of the county’s legislative body.

A-5754, Provides that a properly issued license to carry a pistol or revolver is valid throughout the entirety of the state, including the city of New York.

A-6861A, Requires every person hunting for big game to wear a minimum total of two hundred fifty square inches of solid or patterned fluorescent orange; provides that such material shall be worn so that it is visible in a three hundred sixty degree arc; provides a civil penalty for violation thereof.

A-7989, Suspends the firearm ballistic identification databank and any expansion of the program to include rifles and shotguns until a study is conducted to determine the cost effectiveness of such databank.

A-10490B, Provides that when a firearm, rifle or shotgun is advertised for sale in any mail order catalog or other promotional material, the description shall contain a clear and conspicuous statement that identifies the country where the firearm, rifle or shotgun was manufactured.

Assembly Judiciary 6/6 @ 10:00am

A-6101, Makes manufacturers of guns liable for damages if their guns cause injury or death to a person within the state; makes exceptions for compliance with a stated code of conduct or weapons disposed of to military or law enforcement agencies or reported stolen; also makes exemptions for those committing or attempting to commit a crime, injured or killed by a law enforcement official, or self-inflicted injuries or deaths; does not limit other causes of action; permits indemnity and contribution.

A-7908, Prohibits the establishment of a centralized registry of legally owned firearms.

A-9682, Makes manufacturers of guns liable to the state if their guns cause injury or death to a state employee acting within the course of his or her official duties; makes exceptions for compliance with a stated code of conduct or for weapons disposed of to military or law enforcement agencies or reported stolen.

DEC ANNOUNCES TENTATIVE 2006-07 WATERFOWL HUNTING SEASONS 

Contact: Maureen Wren (518) 402-8000 Wednesday, May 24, 2006

Early Announcement Will Allow Hunters to Plan Trips


New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Denise M. Sheehan today announced the tentative schedule for most of New York's 2006-2007 waterfowl hunting seasons, allowing sportsmen and sportswomen to plan outdoor activities well in advance.


"By announcing this schedule, we are giving hunters who enjoy this exciting sport a better opportunity to plan vacations and activities around the hunting seasons," Commissioner Sheehan said.

"Although the dates won't be finalized until late summer when federal regulations are official, preliminary indications of waterfowl populations and habitat conditions suggest that the tentative season dates will conform with expected federal requirements for the coming year."


The September Canada goose season opens September 1 in most areas of the state.  Tentative dates for this season are as follows:


Lake Champlain Zone:
September 5-September 25


Long Island Zone:   
September 5-September 30


All other zones:

September 1-September 25


The daily bag limit for Canada geese taken during September will be 8 geese per day, except in the Lake Champlain Zone where it will be 5 geese per day.  The September season is designed to increase the harvest of local-nesting or "resident" Canada geese.  Approximately 40,000 birds are taken annually by September goose hunters in New York.  Dates for the regular fall goose hunting seasons, when migratory Canada geese are present, will be announced in late summer after breeding population data from northern Canada is evaluated.


The annual Youth Waterfowl Hunting Weekend will be held in each zone this fall, providing additional days for junior hunters (ages

12-15) to hunt ducks, geese and brant.  This special opportunity is intended to encourage experienced waterfowl hunters to help teach young hunters the techniques and ethics of this sport.  The junior hunter must be fully licensed and accompanied by an adult hunter in accordance with all New York State regulations, and only the junior hunter may take birds on these days.  Tentative dates for Youth Waterfowl hunting weekends are as follows:


Northeastern and Southeastern Zones:
September 23-24
(Saturday-Sunday)


Western Zone:




October 8-9

(Sunday-Columbus Day)


Long Island Zone:



November 11-12
(Saturday-Sunday)

Regular duck hunting seasons will begin during October in most zones and continue well into December or January in all areas. 

Tentative dates for duck seasons are as follows:


Northeastern Zone:
October 7 - October 15 and October 25 -December 14


Southeastern Zone:
October 14 - October 22 and November 11- December 31


Western Zone:
October 21 - December 6 and December 26 -January 7


Long Island Zone:   
November 22 - November 26 and December 5- January 28


The tentative duck hunting season dates were developed by a team of DEC biologists representing all regions of New York.  The season selections were based on anticipated federal regulations for the coming year and hunter input.  DEC's season-setting team assumed that duck seasons would again be 60 days in length and that bag limits for most species would be the same as last year.


In the Western, Northeastern, and Southeastern zones, DEC adopted dates recommended by three waterfowl hunter task forces. This approach has helped DEC set seasons in areas where hunter preferences are diverse.  For the Long Island zone, DEC staff relied on hunter input from correspondence and public meetings held in recent years.  No dates are available at this time for the Lake Champlain Zone because they are to be determined by the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Board following a mid-August public hearing to be held in Burlington, Vermont.  The dates will be based on recommendations received from the Vermont Fish and Wildlife Department, DEC, and public comments from the hearing.


 As soon as the final federal waterfowl hunting regulations are known, the official State regulations for the 2006-2007 waterfowl seasons will be posted on DEC's website and announced by a statewide news release.  The regulations will include seasons for Canada geese, snow geese and brant, which are too uncertain to predict at this time. 

Final duck season dates are expected to stay as listed here unless federal regulations require changes.  Hunters should confirm the final season dates before going afield.


DEC plans to mail a copy of the 2006-2007 regulations brochure to everyone who registered in New York's Harvest Information Program

(HIP) last year.  Copies will also be available in late September wherever hunting licenses are sold.  Hunters must register with HIP for each state they intend to hunt in and for each hunting season.  Hunters may register for HIP on-line at www.wetland.net or by calling 1-866-GAME-RPT (1-866-426-3778).  The HIP website and phone number will be activated in mid August.  HIP provides hunter names and addresses that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service uses for harvest surveys and DEC uses to mail hunters the annual regulations brochure.  


For more information about waterfowl in New York, visit the DEC

website: www.dec.state.ny.us/website/dfwmr/wildlife/waterfowl/index.html
Mary Young    Media Relations    NYS DEC    625 Broadway Albany, NY 12233-1016  518-402-8000

Blenheim Power Authority Management Task Force:  The NYPA wildlife task force was held May 26th with 

New York State Conservation Council, Inc.   POC: Harold Palmer, President 607- 638-9013; 

Wally John, Legislative VP 518-479-2485;  Howie Cushing, Exec. Program Director 518-674-2961

The Annual Spring meeting for the NY Conservation Council was held on the 29th of April. Gordy Emerson attended and was our representative on the Big Game Committee

Club Reports:

SUNY Cobleskill College Report – 11th Annual Fish & Wildlife Festival was held on April 29th.  The event was held at the SUNY Cobleskill’s Frederic R. Bennett Activity Center/Ski Lodge.  Components of the festival were animal exhibitors, representatives from natural resource organizations, youth fishing derby, turkey calling contest, photography contest, fish fry, and chicken BBQ.  SCCA did hand out DEC literature along with NRA information and Whitetails Unlimited pamphlets. Ray Zeh, Bob Britton and Willy Karlu helped out. There were close to 800 to 1000 people in attendance.

      The members of the Cobleskill Student Chapter of the Wildlife Society are sending 11 students to Anchorage Alaska for the annual meeting September 23 –27, 2006.  Students compete in a Wildlife Quiz Bowl Competition.  The total cost is over $12,000 and they are looking for help in raising funds.  Please contact Catherine Bell at 518-255-6391 or e-mail bellc680@cobleskill.edu 
Summit SNO Riders: For information contact Dave Toborg at 295-8554 or dtoborg@midtel.net  or go to club’s website.  www.summitsnoriders.homestead.com/summitsnoriders.html    
Coby Fish & Game Club: The next meeting will be held June 5th.   

Central Bridge Fish & Game Club– Skeet shooting is open to the public on Sunday at 9:00 a.m. sharp on mornings all year weather permitting.  Contact Jim Mansheffer at (518) 868-2576.  The club also sponsors the Schoharie Pistol Team that uses the range at the clubhouse.  The team is looking for shooters. For info http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/cbfgc.html
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: A vote was taken on the proposed DEC regulation change on Schoharie Creek.  Vote was to keep size and creel limits the same.  There were six different sponsors for the Kids Archery shirts.  Whitetail Unlimited, Strack’s Archery, Pinwheel Archery, Christian Bowhunters, Hanney Reels and Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.  The indoor archery range targets are being rebuilt by an Eagle Scout project, Jacob Bauman has asked for permission to tackle this project a cost to the club not to exceed $400. Thank you Jacob.  Trap is running on Friday nights 6 PM to 11PM. Dues are due by the March meeting and have to be paid by the May meeting.  There are over 50 members behind on dues.  Ray Zeh still has over 200 December 2006 Raffle tickets to hand out to sellers. Will be available at the June Meeting. For more information check out the club’s website address. www.middleburghrg.com.  

Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  A vote was taken on the fish size for the Schoharie Creek – opposed any changes.  A vote was also taken on the antler restriction (QDM).  Opposed any changes - do not want 3 points on a side restriction.
Schoharie County Ridge-runners (Formerly the Struttin’ Hens): Annual Fund Raiser was held on April 22 at Boreali’s in Howe Cave on RT 7 with 102 in attendance.  All enjoyed a family style turkey diner. They raised much needed money for a project, which was started last fall on the Hamm Farm located between West Fulton and Summit.  $2000 was spent last year with another $2000 being spent this year.  Carl Parker, a DEC representative is heading up this project.  They are cleaning up brush, releasing trees along with planting several different tree species.  This organization is part of the National Wild Turkey Federation. Meetings are now held on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at Liz Reinhart home residence - 256 Melick Rd. Canajoharie, NY 13317

Whitetails Unlimited –Schoharie Co. Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited did have a meeting on March 6th and the   same slate of officers was elected.  Website is www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: The club discussed the two scholarships, which were approved back in January.  One was on trapping a coyote and the other was tracking Rainbow trout in Zimmer Creek, which flows, into the Fox Creek and then into the Schoharie.  There are several members who went on a fishing trip up to Racket Lake.  Everyone had fun and had a safe return. 

 NRA Firearms Sourcebook - a New Standard in Shooting References 

	


FAIRFAX, Va. (June 1, 2006) - A book subtitled? Your Ultimate Guide to Guns, Ballistics and Shooting, is setting a lofty standard for itself, but even the most advanced shooters would be hard-pressed to find a gun or ammunition topic that the new NRA Firearms Sourcebook does not address. 

Begun as a simple update of the popular NRA Firearms Fact Book, originally published in 1964, and spurred by a wealth of manufacturing and technical innovations over the last decade, the NRA Firearms Sourcebook grew into an authoritative 516-page reference by primary authors Michael E. Bussard and Stanton L. Wormley, Jr. More than a dozen experts from the NRA Publications staff contributed their own expertise and meticulous fact-checking. 

Divided into just four broad sections-Firearms and Society, Firearms Technical, Ammunition Technical and Reference Materials-the book is an exhaustive text that explains, in refreshingly simple language, topics such as: gun parts nomenclature, operating principles, materials and manufacturing methods, sights and optics, ammunition types and characteristics, ballistics, reloading data and others. The actual formulas used to calculate sectional density, ballistic coefficient, recoil, and other technical subjects are given in the expansive Reference section, along with numerous tables and a lengthy glossary. Overall, the book addresses questions typically posed by both new shooters and highly technical gun owners. 


As co-author Stanton L. Wormley, Jr. stated in his foreword, It is difficult to comprehend the breadth of knowledge encompassed by the field of firearms. This book is a clear verification of that statement, and anyone fascinated by guns will soon learn exactly how much he does-or does not---know about firearms upon opening this book. 
So whether you are just trying to settle a campfire argument about the venerable 06, or you’re researching molybdenum disulfide barrel treatment, the definitive answers you need are in the NRA Firearms Sourcebook. Order your copy by visiting www.nrastore.com or calling 1-888-607-6007. Cite the book title and item number PB 01548. Cost is just $34.95 plus applicable shipping and sales tax.     Media Contact: NRA HQ 703-267-3752 
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The SCCA meeting was adjourned at 10:00 PM. SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/
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The next meeting will be sponsor by the West Fulton Rod Gun Club held at the W. Fulton Firehouse on Thursday, May 25th at 7:00 PM  
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