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Established in 1906

Schoharie County Conservation Association



          
 .
                           SCCA Newsletter – Meeting held at  

                             Richmondville Fish & Game Club 

                                       On August 26, 2021
                    Greg Warner, President of Schoharie County Conservation Association called the meeting to order with the pledge of allegiance with 8 in attendance. Clubs represented were Schoharie County Schoharie Ridge Runners, Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, West Fulton Rod & Gun Club, Richmondville Fish & Game Club, Middleburgh Ridge Runners Snowmobile Club, and Schoharie County Chapter Whitetails Unlimited. Minutes from the last meeting were approved by Dave Wood, second by Carl Stefanik. The Treasurer’s report was read and approved by Mark Hotaling, 2nd by Dave Wood.  The membership approved both reports.   SCCA can continue to hold meetings as long as we social distance, wear face mask and have less than 50 in attendance.  The SCCA membership is reviewing Liability and Fire Insurance for the Association Jankowski’s Agency which was approved. Cost is less than $300 per year with $1,000,000 liability coverage and $10,000 Fire insurance on the SCCA Booth at the fair grounds. SCCA is sponsoring $200 of auction items for the Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited’s next event. SCCA will be setting up an information booth at the Wildlife Festival on September 18th at the NYPA Blenheim/Gilboa Visitor’s Center from 10am to 4pm. Mike Zeh, Carl Stefanik, Liz Reinhart and Doug Handy will be available for questions. The 2022 Budget Request was submitted to the Schoharie County Board of Supervisors at the end of August, Steven Wilson, and Schoharie County Administrator.  The next SCCA meeting will be held Sept 23rd at 7PM @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Roger Masse has reserved the Curtis Mott 102 for the SCCA meetings on campus @ Cobleskill College Thursday, 28 October 2021 and Thursday, November 18th 2021. The reservations are for 7-9 PM on these nights. Please keep in mind that masks are required by all campus visitors and there is no eating or drinking in classroom spaces per college policy. 
Cobleskill Fair: The 2021 Kayak Raffle this summer the membership revoted to have a raffle because of not having any fund raiser during 2020 and we were already committed to the Cobleskill Agricultural Society for the six day event. The Sunshine Cobleskill Fair has finally made a decision on going forward this coming summer. There may be some attendances limitations recommended by NYS. Fair dates were August 10 – August 15.  We had 1500 tickets printed up sponsored by Shaul’s Roofing in Middleburgh. The BB Shooting booth was a big help in getting customers to purchase Kayak tickets and it gave SCCA members a chance to promote Gun Safety to our youth. WE HANDED OUT OVER 200 GUN LOCKS DONATED BY Schoharie County Sheriff Department. All the raffle tickets were sold. Thank you again for your support.  The volunteers who worked the booth were Gerard Seyboth, Jeff Almy, John Nesel, Kristen Hofeller, Greg Warner, Karl Fancher, Roy Spanhake, Don Reinhart, Liz Reinhart, Eric Haslun, Doug Handy, Al Zwick, David Halbrook, Pete Beilby, Peter Beilby Jr., Kayla Kosier, Joel Oliver, Mark Hotaling, Jim Walion, Larry Bradt, Joe Grupidski, Dave Wood, Paul Sawyer, Denise Sawyer, and Mike Zeh. Sorry if I missed anyone. The winners of the raffle prizes were 1st prize – two kayaks or $500; Glenn Daviou (Glenn took the $500), 2nd prize – 50 cal. Muzzleloader Rifle donated by Whitetails Unlimited; Ted Schreieck, 3rd prize – Wildlife Print donated by NWTF; Ted Strobeck, 4th prize - $100 Cash donated by Assemblyman Christopher Tague; Mark Hotaling, and 5th prize – 2 each $50 gift cards donated by Senator Peter Oberacker; Allan Vedder.  Ted donated the 50 Caliber rifle back to Whitetails to be used as an auction item at the next event. 
YOUTH FISHING DERBY: SCCA had a very successful youth fishing derby on June 26 @ Cobleskill Holding Pond. SCCA voted to do the Youth Fishing Derby again next year around the end of June at the Cobleskill Holding Pond.     
Lifetime Hunting and Fishing License: SCCA membership will again offer this again in 2021. This is the third year that SCCA has offered this. This drawing is open to all members’ children and grandchildren below the age of twelve as of December 31st. It can be an Association Club or an Individual member’s relative.  We have 14 applications so far year to date. 
Resolution for 12 – 14 year olds to hunt Deer: The Schoharie County Board of Supervisors did vote at their June meeting and pass this new law for Schoharie County which was passed by New York State legislators earlier this spring.  Each County Legislation in the state must pass this law for each County. SCCA members voted on this motion. Dave Wood made the motion, second by Eric Haslun, Membership voted approval. Each youth must have an experience hunter with them at all times when hunting.  This is only for hunting deer. 
NYS DEC:  NYSCC recommendations for the Final Deer Management Plan. 1. Extending Shooting Hours, ½ hour before sun rise and ½ hour after sunset. 2. Mandatory Hunter Orange or Pink – Support voluntary use only. 3. Encourage deer hunters to use non-lead ammo – Non-lead ammo is not available at this time, would be seen as a ban on hunting. 4. Antler Restriction – Strong Opposition to implementation of mandatory antler restriction regionally or state wide. 5. Increasing additional Harvest Strategy – lncreasing the length of hunting season restrict those who run bears with dogs and an extended season oftten restrict access for those that hunt small game. 6. Assisting Communities to prevent local  deer over populations – just need to promote the opportunity for legal hunting by our sportsen before other methods are used. 7. Harvest of antlerless animals in the Northern Zone – Tug Hill area still have WMUs that are antlered deer for muzzle loading and other proposed areas for antlerless deer harvest have received responses of no-way to it is about time. 8. Loss of access and opportunity – Aquiring vast acreage in the Adirondacks then only giving limited road access is not real access, in many cases less then when privately owned. For more information check NYS DEC website dec.ny.gov. These are only recommendations by NYS DEC. Check the NYS DEC website for updates.   All sportsmen and sportswomen should subscribe to the New York Consevationist magazine. The cost is $15.00 per year and you recieve 6 issues a year. Last month they had three articles on Schoharie County.   
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: Next meeting schedule for October 27th  @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club at 6:30 PM. Guest Speaker at the August meeting was Senator Peter Oberacker.  He was invited to the meeting so we could ask his support to install a boat launch at the Glimmerglass State Park on Otsego Lake. We have an OK off Fish Road on the lake, East side of lake, South of the State Park on West side of Hyde Hall. If we are turned down DEC will stop the stocking of walleye yearlyns.  He said he would look into this and get back to us. There is over $300 million in the Enviromental Bond Fund We are asking all sportsmen and sportswomen to contact him by letters, e-mails and phone calls asking for his support in this project. His pnone number is 607-432-5534 or 518-455-3131. His e-mail address is oberacker@nysenate.gov .  NYS DEC is still not allowing the sports men/women to help the state release pheasants this fall. They said there have been to many complaints from land oweners. We have noticed that there are fewer birds being released along with fewer release sites compared to other years. There have been 4 confirmed dead deer in Ulster County from EHD. There was a report of a deer in Schoharie County who was circling round and round but no final report from NYS DEC. They have gotten many reports on good fishing in the Catskill Creek.  Hudson Lake off I88 near East Worchester is being worked on. Hopefully they will create an access road to the lake. A new Crapie record has been reported in the state. The number of panfish has been reduced to 25 per day. Sunny, crappie and bluegill must be 9 inches plus in Candarago Lake now. Mohawk River survey is being done along with monitoring snakehead fish in the state. Looking Glass Pond has been drained again to repair the spillway problem, a new Beaver control assembly has been installed and now we are waiting for the pond to refill. The boat launch at Minekill State Park is under review with design changes. There is a new Outreach program on Gilbert Lake. 
	           SCOPE: Next meet will be held on September 16th @ 7PM at the Carlisle Town Hall, 541 Crommie Rd. Carlisle.  SCOPE did have a booth setup in Progress Land at the Sunshine Fair where raffle tickets were sold with 3 gift certificates as prizes along with information on our 2nd ammendment were handed out. 1prize is a $500.00 gift certificate for OutlandersSurvival Supply in Duanesburg, 2nd prize a $350.00 gift certificate for Cobleskill Outdoor Sports in Cobleskill and 3rd prize a $150.00 gift certificate for Creekside Sports in Schoharie.  Joe Kopacz, the new chairman sayes we need to stay dedicated to preserving the 2nd Amendment rights for you and all of us. Please come and bring a friend.   Joseph Kopacz - 518-868-4594. Joe was elected to fill the Chairman’s position and Donna Dunston will be the new Recording Secretary 518-944-1172, along with Geruld Olsen who is still holding the Treasurer’s position in April 2021. Thank you everyone for keeping S.C.O.P.E. active.  I would encourage all sports men and women ( all gun owners) to join the Schoharie County S.C.O.P.E.

	          Fancher Pond: SCCA owns the land under the water along with a 50 feet right of way from the road to the pond. There is a problem with the Dam.  It was inspected by a representative from NYS DEC who said there is a possible danger with the dam/spillway.  The club members have voted to remove all the brush and possibly remove the dam to eliminate any possibility of damage being done by the water flow if the dam was to fail.  It is OK for now but this needs to be taken care of soon. 

	


Cave Country Riders Inc.: Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331 or Doug Handy 518 – 231-0970.  
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meeting locations to be announced at a later time.  There are 48 members in the club to date. New POC: Bill Hensell 518-234-4964. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Summit Sno Riders:   Meetings are 6:30 pm first Monday of the month (September thru April) at the Summit Conservation Club at Bear Gulch Rd. (109 Club Road) in Summit.  See www.summitsnoriders.com. 518-287-1961. 
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club did stock $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond this past spring.  Over the years Joe Moore (retired Cobleskill barber) worked very hard selling raffle tickets to raise funding so the club could continue to do this for years.  
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the Conesville Fire house. POC - President Karl Fancher.   Contact information 607-588-6232 or e-mail Sothunter059@aol.com . 
SUNY Cobleskill College:  SCCA is still offering the $400.00 Dorwin Hamm Scholarship to student in the Fisheries and Wildlife programs.  The college students did sponsor a Sportsman Diner on August 12th @ 6PM at the Prattsville Firehouse. Tickets were $15 each, full chicken diner. POC is Roger Masse 518-255-5292 or Dane Lane,  e-mail laned634@cobleskill.edu 
Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The SUNY college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  The Official Publication of the Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited - America's Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization Promoting Habitat for Wild Trout and Salmon. Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309.  Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited mission is to conserve, protect and restore the Capital Region’s trout and salmon fisheries and their watersheds.  Over the last ten years Clearwater TU contributed over $112,000 to habitat improvement projects. Clearwater Chapter meetings held 3rd Monday of each month at the Zaloga American Legion Post 1520, 4 Everett Rd. Colonie, NY 12205. POC Ray Lamberton 518-421-2500. Masks are required. The Chapter is always looking for new volunteers. 
Long Path North Hiking Club: Next meeting was held on September 11th for the annual meeting at the Power Authority in Blenheim/Gilboa visitor Center. Total membership is now 180 with 35 Life Members.  Still need a couple of outhouse projects which are needed at the Lean Two’s on Cotton Hill and Looking Glass Pond for which can be used for Eagle Scout projects.  Mark Traver-President, Clarence Putman-Vice President, Cherie Clapper-Treasurer, and Carol Traver-Secretary are the current officers.  Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-944-7734, Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Betsey Bouchard 518-410-3863, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, and Don Allard 518-577-7741.  For membership info, contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386, P.O. Box 200, West Fulton, NY 12194.    
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at the club property located on High View Rd.  The club has received permission from NYS DEC to install (10 each) habitat structures in Fancher Pond. This work was done this past summer. The SCCA Assoc. donated $350 for material expenses for the Habitat Project at Fancher Pond. The college students did help with the construction of these structures. The club plans on holding hunter safety courses this year if possible. The state requires that the club install an indoors bathroom with running water before the club can hold hunter safety classes. The club sponsored a $100 auction item for the Schoharie Co. Whitetails Unlimited Chapter. Club’s website address: www.richmondvillefishgameclub.org .   

Whitetails Unlimited: The Whitetails Unlimited meetings have been cancelled at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. between Central Bridge and Sloansville off Route 30A. We did not have a Whitetails Banquet this past fall because of the restrictions due to the Corona Virus. Hopefully we can have one in the fall of 2021. With the restrictions of all people who haven’t been vaccinated must wear a mask while indoors we can’t get a large enough crowd for a banquet. We normally have about 140 to 150 in attendance at our events so it looks like we are going to have to hold off for some time.  This year our chapter did donate a Black powder Rifle to the Schoharie County Venison Donation Program, will sponsor the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Youth Archery Program and with supporting the Archery program run by the Field Of Grace Christian Bow Hunters. We also donated a 50 cal. Black powder rifle to the SCCA for their Kayak Fair raffle this month which was donated back to Whitetails to be used as an auction item at our next event. .  
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Our club meetings all members are required to follow the guide lines of NYS. Check out the club’s website.  Middleburgh r&g club.com.  Indoor pistol leagues are running and new signs are up. No jacket bullets allowed in downstairs range, only lead bullets. Friday nights are running the Trap shoots starting around 6PM. The membership is running another December Raffle this year. Tickets are available for sellers. All rifle prizes will be manufactured by Henry Rife Company which is located in NYS. Tickets are $25.00 each. $250 cash on even days and a Henry Rifle on odd days except two $300.00 Archery gift certificates. Please help support this raffle. This raffle is what pays the land, school, village taxes, Fire & Liability Insurance, cleaning of the club, mowing of the lawns, plowing of snow, internet service, Telephone bill  and garbage removal. Jeannette Hall is the POC for this raffle. Her phone number is 518-928-6301. Thank you Jeannette!!!! Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club is sponsoring $300 for auction items for Whitetails Unlimited next event.                  
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: The last meeting was held on September 7th  @ the West Fulton Firehouse. The members did a clean-up around Looking Glass Pond in July along with a little cook out for the participants. The club did purchase a new Trap machine. The club did host a trap shooting event on July 11th.  The old trap machine has been sold. There are currently 61 paid members. The membership is looking at purchasing a piece of land for the possibility of developing a shooting range.  The club will have it’s annual raffle drawing on December 11th . 1st prize is a Savage Rifle 350 Legend, 2nd prize is a Ruger American 6.5mm Creedmoor and 3rd prize will be $100.00 cash.          
 SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com.  The SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club at 7 P.M. on 9/23/21.  Mask and social distance is suggested by all in attendance.  Any questions please call me @ 518-265-4961 Mike Zeh SCCA SEC.   The college has requested that we hold our SCCA meetings somewhere else for the near future. 
 Application for Lifetime Hunting & Fishing License Drawing:
Schoharie Co. Conservation Association   P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, New York 12035
We strive to preserve and protect our natural resources and promote hiking, fishing, snowmobiling, trapping, hunting, both small game & big game with in Schoharie County.    Drawing date 11/18/2021
President Greg Warner* Vice President Doug Handy* Treasurer Liz Reinhart* Secretary Mike Zeh*

N.Y.S. Dept. of Conservation – 2021 Youth Lifetime Sporting License Awards

Our not-for-profit organization is continuing a program to promote hunting and fishing in hopes of inspiring our youth to hunt and fish within New York State. Drawing will be held at the November SCCA meeting. 
Rules and Requirements:

Applicant (child) must be under the age of 12 as of December 31, 2021 of this calendar year and be a full time resident of New York State. Also applicant must be a child of a member, in good standing, from a Schoharie County Conservation Association (SCCA) or a member of one of its affiliated clubs and be in good standing with that club. Incomplete, ineligible or duplicate applications will not be considered.  Applications must be mailed to SCCA P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, N.Y. 12035, Attention Lifetime Sporting License. 
Parents of the winner will be required to bring child’s Social Security card and another form of ID which includes their place of residence. Also the club you’re a member of. Lifetime Sporting License will be purchased by the SCCA and will be paid directly to the Licensing Agent on behalf of the youth. No cash value or substitutions. Winner will be drawn using a random lottery system based on the number of entries.  

Winner will be notified by the information supplied on the application.
**Print** Application for Drawing a NYS DEC Lifetime Sporting License 
Full Name of Child_____________________________________ DOB____/_____/_____

Full Name of Parents____________________________________
Phone Number______________

Street______________________ City______________________ NY Zip_______________

Parent completing Application ________________________________________________

Email Address ____________________________Member Organization__________________
Signature of Parent_________________________________________ Date_________________[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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