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Established in 1906

Schoharie County Conservation Association



          
                  
  SCCA Minutes of meeting held at the 
                             Curtis Mott Bldg., SUNY Cobleskill located
                             in Cobleskill, N.Y. on March 22, 2018.



Doug Handy, Vice President of SCCA called the meeting to order at 7:15 with the pledge of allegiance with 12 in
 attendance.  Clubs represented were Schoharie County SCOPE, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Schoharie Valley Trappers, Whitetails Unlimited, Long Path N. Hiking Club, Cave Country Riders, and the Middleburgh Ridge Snowmobile Riders. The college student were on Spring break. The February – March minutes were approved with a motion from Dave Wood, second by Mark Hotaling. The treasurer’s report for March was approved with a motion from Kenny Hellijas, seconded by Dick Price. 
SCCA completed all the requirements requested by VNPC (Vroman’s Nose Preservation Corporation) including the requests from the NYS AG office. SCCA has received the final approval from the IRS for our 501-C-3 certification. The SCCA Board of Directors did visit by-law changes for this process and a final vote for the change of By-Laws was reviewed at the March meeting, voted on and passed. The change to the SCCA by-laws included a change to raise funds for a Scholarship program at SUNY Cobleskill college and to help pay for travel expenses for students competing in events approved by the SCCA Membership.  
 SCCA mailed a $175 check for the 50% to sponsor a Summer Youth Camp for NYS DEC again this year. The Association received three requests for sponsorship this year.  One was approved and the other two are on a waiting list by DEC. Online registration for DEC's Environmental Education Camps did open Wednesday, January 24, 2018, at 10:00 a.m.  Applications should be submitted through the online registration system -- the link is provided on the Summer Camps webpage. We have learned that the slots fill up very quickly and for the boys you have to register them on the first day in which DEC starts accepting applications. http://www.dec.ny.gov/education/29.html  
Mark Hotaling has come up with the information for this idea.  Last month Mark made a motion from the floor to look into giving a NYS Youth Lifetime Sporting license next year as a prize in a special drawing. At the December SCCA meeting this issue was reviewed. This Youth would have to be less than 12 years of age to keep the cost below $400 and a Schoharie County Resident or relative of a club member. This program would encourage our youth to hunt and fish with in New York State. We will review at April or May SCCA meeting.    

Pistol permits recertification can be verified by calling 1-855-529-4867 or on line through New York Pistol Permit Recertification. You must recertify every five years. In Schoharie County, 1268 recertified on-line and 419 by mail.  That is 62% of the current pistol permits holder in Schoharie County which means that 38% pistol permit holders did not recertify or they had their permits issued after January of 2013.     

SCCA: All annual dues are due in January 2018. Association dues are $30 annually.  Each club officer and delegate receives a SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Individual dues are $10 annually. Last year SCCA received 18 Association dues. SCCA has received 14 Association Dues so far.  We also need our individual members to send in their $10 dues. We have received 40 individual dues so far for 2018.  Please send them in!! This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for the newsletters which are mailed out each month and SCCA internet web site. We mail out close to 130 letters each month and send out e-mails to over 250 individuals each month. Send dues to SCCA  P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035. All college students who show an interest received the newsletter by e-mail. All college students are exempt from dues. We also send out the newsletter to about twenty five NYS DEC personnel along with all of the Town Supervisors of Schoharie County plus Senator Jim Seward who supports our Kayak raffle with a donation for the prizes.

SCCA received signed contract from Cobleskill Agricultural Society for the 2018 Fair Booth agreement. Total cost $345. 

Venison Donation Program: A total of 18 deer were donated, 7 @ Russ Marlow’s in Howe Cave and 11 @ Blu’s in Gallupville on Rte. 143. The winner of the Black Powder Rifle was John Schaeffer from Esperance. The Rifle was donated by the Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited.  The local chapter has donated a rifle every year for the last 15 years. 

SUNY College student Presentation: Alex Walczyk,a student in the fisheries program at SUNY Cobleskill will be doing his presentation at the April SCCA meeting. Walleyes were stocked into Otsego Lake, NY in 2000 to control alewives, which had been illegally introduced in 1986. In Otsego Lake, alewives quickly became the primary food of walleyes. Alewife populations underwent massive fluctuations before plummeting to zero in recent years. This study will be conducted to determine if the elimination of alewives impacted the growth of various year classes of adult walleye.

In order to meet that goal, age and growth surveys will be conducted for the walleye of Lake Otsego. Surveys will be conducted in April during the walleye spawning run. The walleye will be captured by electroshocking. In Leatherstocking Creek, Shadow Brook, Hayden Creek, Cripple Creek, and Sunken Island. Walleye length will be recorded along with sex. A scale sample will be taken from each fish to help age the individual. The results of this study will be important for managing Otsego Lake’s walleye fishery by indicating whether walleye are smaller and/or growing slower in the absence of alewives. For this he will receive a $400 Dorwin Hamm Scholarship Award. 

Hunter Safety Classes: The first Gun Course @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on  April 6 & 7 had 40 students. and the Archery class on April 14th had close to 20 students. The Trappers Course on March 31st also had close to 20 students. All students must Registration on DEC Website for all courses.  
Remington Arms: Remington, the nation's oldest gun maker, filed for bankruptcy just one day after hundreds of student-led rallies protested gun violence across the United States. Remington, one of the nation's oldest gun manufacturers, filed for bankruptcy court protection late Sunday amid heavy debts, falling sales and the potential for adverse court rulings stemming from the 2012 Sandy Hook school massacre. Remington Outdoor and its subsidiaries submitted a Chapter 11 petition to the federal bankruptcy court in Delaware, outlining a restructuring plan that would maintain the company's operations, continue pay and benefits for employees and ultimately turn the operating control of the company to creditors.

The agreement would end the controlling financial interest of Cerberus Capital Management, the private equity company that acquired what was then known as Remington Arms, for $118 million in 2007. Cerberus unsuccessfully tried to sell the company before the decision to seek bankruptcy protection.     

NYC DEP: Carl Fancher, President of Conesville Rod & Gun Club was asked to look into the Watershed Recreation Board to represent Schoharie County at their annual meetings.  Quenton Van Nortwick who represented Delaware County as their Watershed representative, passed away several years ago was on this Board for the NYC DEP. 

Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: NEXT MEETING: The next FWMB meeting will be held on April 25th  2018, at the NYS DEC Office in Rotterdam located at NYS DEC Region 4 Headquarters. Please notify Dave Wood @ 518-944-8926 if you plan on attending.  Minutes for the February are as followed: Chairman Mike Zagata called the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance. MINUTES A motion to approve the meeting minutes of November 15, 2017 was made by Mike Zagata; second by Walt Bennett. All were in favor; so carried. 

Jeffrey Rider, R4 Natural Resources Supervisor:• 375-acre potential addition to Doodletown WMA (Columbia County); re-appraisal in progress. Closed on 3 properties for Franklinton Vlaie WMA (Schoharie County), adjacent to existing property, a total of 23.2 acres. Closed on 105 acre and 33.5-acre parcels for Vroman’s Nose (Schoharie County), using eminent domain to finalize titles, this will be a Unique Area managed by Lands and Forest. Additional Albany Pine Bush (Albany County) parcels closing this year, totaling 90 acres. New Brick Yard WMA (Columbia County) is under contract, total 590 acres, expected to close in May-June of 2018. Cowee tract expected to close this fall; 4 additional tracts will make CDWMA (Rennselaer County) over 8,000 acres total. Over 10,000 acres of new Lands and Forest properties will also be acquired. Peter Innes is addressing overuse at Kaaterskill Falls, Colgate Lake, Kaaterskill Clove, and Platte Clove with new regulations. Parking issues at Colgate Lake will be addressed by a UMP amendment allowing for construction of a new parking area, targeted for 2019. A committee will be formed including sportsmen to discuss, address overuse issues. 

Michael Clark, R4 Wildlife Manager: Marlin Henry has retired. Katrina Talbot and Joe Caruso (DEC Wildlife Technicians) will be rotating replacements for Secretary. State FWMB reps were verified by passing around R4 list for verification. DEC FWMB budget has $74.18 left for the year, which will go towards dinner tonight. Suggested to locate next meeting at DEC Region 4 Schenectady office so that Columbia and Rennselaer County reps can attend. By a show of hands, it was approved. Suggested to have 1 meeting in Schenectady, 1 at Glimmerglass, and 3 in Middleburgh. Mike Zagata was asked to reach out to Montgomery County board of supervisors to see if they have a rep who would be interested in attending FWMB meetings. Michael Zeh is speaking with Liz Reinhart from Montgomery County who is interested in being a representative. Franklinton Vlaie WMA – Ice Fishing Derbies – TRP is required for all organized fishing derbies (at least 30 days notice). Applications should be sent directly to Wildlife Biologist Karl Parker at the Schenectady office. Statewide Sportsmen Education Administrator, Chuck Dente is retiring after 42 years of service. The former Sportsman’s Education program is now officially called the Hunter Education Program (HEP). Nothing has changed other than the name (still 4 disciplines, homework, etc.). Hunting Related Shooting Incidents (HRSI) and Tree stand Safety Related Incidents (new this year) are out. 19 total HRSIs including one fatality (Western NY). 79% of the victims of two party firearm incidents were not wearing blaze orange. There were 12 tree stand incidents, but this number is a minimum as we didn’t start tracking until after the start of bow season and we know most are not reported to the DEC. National Archery in the Schools Program (NASP) – A total of 41 schools participating in Region 4 in all 9 counties. 6 new Columbia County schools are being trained next month. March 9th will be the NYS NASP Tournament in Utica. Cooperstown and Sharon Springs from R4 will be attending.  2017 Bear Harvest Update: Albany – 9,Columbia – 15,Delaware – 151, Greene – 63, Montgomery – 0, Otsego – 10, Rensselaer – 30, Schenectady – 3, Schoharie – 25. Bears are out and about on the landscape across the region. Please let DEC know if you are aware of any active dens.  WMU 4W is being worked on to be included in the early bear season, not 4O and 4S. Hopefully the regulation change will be in time for 2018 season.  Deer harvest: Preliminary Southern Zone reports up 11% and Northern Zone reports up 16%. HOWEVER, the actual numbers are out now and the total statewide deer take for 2017 was down 4.5% from 2016 with just over 203,000 deer harvested statewide. No detection of CWD again this year Over 50,000 deer have been tested since 2005. YFI Updates: • Vosburgh Swamp WMA Habitat Management Plan (HMP) has been approved.  Capital District WMA and Partridge Run WMA HMP public meetings have been held with positive reception from the public. 1 project at Partridge Run WMA has been completed. 3 projects set to be completed by end of March (2 at Partridge Run WMA and 1 at Stockport WMA).  Pheasant Summary: 2,646 roosters and 1,540 hens for a total of 4,186 birds were released in 7 counties in 2017. Youth hunt: 492 roosters and 252 hens for a total of 744 birds. The day- old chick program produced 3,147 chicks in R4. Approximately 4,200 birds total were put out, with 3,200 chicks.  Waterfowl task force: Southeastern Zone meeting will be held in March of 2018. This will be the last meeting where the task force will set the seasons. In 2019, DEC will start using the structured-decision making model to set seasons. You can provide input to members on the attached 2018-2019 Southeastern Zone Task Force list, or visit: http://sgiz.mobi/s3/Waterfowl-Season-Input-Form-2018 or mailto:seasonwaterfowl@dec.ny.gov.  In 2017, a total of 260 fisher trapping permits were issued in region 4. That number is down from the 303 that were issued in 2016. A total of 301 fisher were taken in 2017 throughout region 4. The expansion area (WMU’s 4F and 4O) accounted for 65 fisher. WMU’s 4G and 4H were responsible for nearly half the fisher take with 130 combined. In 2016, 194 fisher were harvested with 58 of them coming from the expansion area. So, despite 43 less permits issued, 107 more fisher were taken in 2017. There were 116 successful fisher trappers in 2017 which is up from the 88 that were successful in 2016. Region 4 was the most successful region by taking 301 out of the total 825 fisher (approx. 36%) in 2017. Currently working on an updated Otter Plan. Currently conducting winter otter track surveys.  Fisher camera work is expected to start across the state, including R4, in January of 2019. 

Tom Davidock, DEP:  New to the meetings, either Tom or Paul Lense will attend from here out. 

Encourage questions regarding city land.  A good resource for city land is the Rec Mapper on the DEP website. To find out about properties, visit: nyc.gov/dep/recreation.  Will bring maps to next meeting showing new open lands.  Family fishing days will be held this spring in Cannonssville. All info will be on website. Recreation Rules currently being updated - They have been working on numerous changes for a couple of years, and it is in the closing process now. Release to public soon, will be open for comment. Rules will be in place for 5-6 years once finalized. 

Chris VanMaaren, R4 Fisheries Manager: 
Otsego Lake - SUNY Cobleskill was successful in fall egg take for native Otsego Lake whitefish (LW). On a 3rd cold night boat shocking in Dec, SUNY Cobleskill caught 3 females that had eggs mature enough to be fertilized effectively (males common).  ~100k LW eggs were fertilized on the shore, then transported to SUNY hatchery. Estimated only about ½ of eggs will eye up (in early February).  Anglers report many yellow perch, some walleye, slender male lake trout (common). 

Lower Mohawk River - Mohawk River Basin Action Agenda (2018-22) has been submitted. The new plan calls for more focused research by stakeholders on many issues. More blueback herring work likely to be scheduled in 2018. R4 Fisheries working on a lockage plan for fish passage up Waterford flight. Bluebacks in decline along east coast, Lower Mohawk River population likely unique (since 1825).  American eel (a rare native) have all but disappeared from the basin.  Another successful winter of free ice fishing clinics in R4 (2 completed, 2 cancelled). 
Tomhannock Reservoir – FWMA - First ever free ice fishing clinic conducted at the reservoir (Jan 20). Event held in cooperation with city of Troy and well attended (~ 100 people). New angler regulations now allow for use of electric augers for ice fishing (no shanties). 

Otsego Lake – OPRHP - 9th annual free ice fishing clinic completed during President’s week (Feb 21) on Otsego Lake on a nice warm day and was well attended (~65 people). Mid-late winter bite has been very slow, perhaps due to inconsistent weather. Trout Stream Public Meetings – 16 meetings were conducted with from 6 to 44 members of the public participating, mostly avid trout anglers. (FH). 

 Delaware Tailwater Joint Investigation Plan meeting on March 13 at Hancock HS (electrofishing, Redd counts, PIT Tags, Creel surveys). 
In response to a question regarding the Schoharie Dam tunnel release going North: DEP is still in process of determining quantity of discharge. 

In response to a question regarding stocking at Glass Pond- No plan to stock Bass, but DEC would allow West Fulton Rod and Gun to do so. 

In response to a question regarding the Books and Bobbers program-Central Office staff facilitates that program: Contact I Fish NY program, Joelle Ernst for more information.
NYS DEC –  DEC will be stocking trout in Schoharie County 4/19/2018. To assist you can meet the truck at the Gilboa Post Office at 11AM. Stocking will be done in the West Kill, Mallet Pond and the Cobleskill Holding Pond. 

NYS DEC: Announces 2017 Deer Harvest. DEC Announces 2017 Deer Harvest Estimate. Hunters harvested an estimated 203,427 deer during the 2017-18 hunting seasons, about 5% fewer than in 2016-17. The 2017-18 estimated deer take included 95,623 antlerless deer and 107,804 antlered bucks. Statewide, this represents a 10% decline in antlerless harvest and nearly identical buck harvest as in 2016. Two items of note from the season: hunters took a greater percentage of older bucks and the portion of successful hunters who reported their harvest increased. With 53.3% of the adult buck harvest as 2.5 years or older, hunters took an estimated 57,494 older bucks, setting a record in total number and greatest percentage of older bucks in the harvest. Many hunters are choosing to voluntarily Let Young Bucks Go and Watch Them Grow. The portion of successful hunters who reported their harvest as required by state law increased from 44% in recent years to 50% in 2017. Along with our Take It · Tag It · Report It campaign, DEC has made the process of harvest reporting substantially easier for hunters, providing phone, internet, and mobile app options. Harvest reports are critically important for accurate monitoring of deer harvests, and we hope hunters increasingly contribute to the management process by complying with the reporting requirements. Visit the DEC website for more details on the 2017-18 deer harvest or read the press release. 
Youth Turkey Weekend: The Youth Wild Turkey Hunt weekend will be held April 21-22, 2018. The Youth Wild Turkey Hunt is an excellent opportunity for junior hunters (ages 12-15) to spend time afield with experienced adult hunters gaining the necessary knowledge and skills to become safe and responsible members of the hunting community. We look forward to the great stories and pictures we receive from young hunters and their adult companions and wish everyone a safe and enjoyable hunt. Other details of the youth turkey hunting weekend are as follows: Eligible hunters are youth 12, 13, 14, or 15 years of age, holding a hunting license and a turkey permit. All youth hunters must be accompanied by an adult, as required by law for a junior hunter. Youth 12 or 13 years of age must be accompanied by a parent, legal guardian or person over 21 years of age, with written permission from their parent or legal guardian. Youth 14 or 15 years of age must be accompanied by a parent, legal guardian or person over 18 years of age, with written permission from their parent or legal guardian. The accompanying adult must have a current hunting license and turkey permit. S/he may assist the youth hunter (including calling), but may not carry a firearm, bow or crossbow, or kill or attempt to kill a wild turkey during the youth hunt. Crossbows may not be used by licensees who are under 14 years of age. The youth hunt is for spring turkey hunting only and is a two-day weekend hunt. The youth hunt will always precede the start of the regular season by at least 3 days. Check the turkey season page or the Hunting and Trapping Regulations Guide for season dates. The youth turkey hunt is open in all of upstate New York (north of the Bronx-Westchester County boundary) and Suffolk County. Shooting hours are from 1/2-hour before sunrise to noon. The bag limit for the youth hunt is one bearded bird. This bird becomes part of the youth's regular season bag limit of two bearded birds. A second bird may be taken in upstate New York (north of the Bronx-Westchester County boundary) beginning May 1st. All other wild turkey hunting regulations remain in effect.

SCCA reviewed prices for a Robot deer decoy possibly to donate the use of to NYS DEC to aid is catching poachers road hunting (hunting deer illegally).  The cost is $1500 to $2100 depending on options. SCCA would own the unit but would loan it out to NYS DEC so they could use it. This way the shooter would have to pay for the repair or replacement because it would be personal property of the SCCA being destroyed. Motion made to consider at a later date. 
 (SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee on Political Education:  The next Schoharie County Scope Chapter meeting will be held on April 19th, 7PM @ the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.  At the last meeting, The membership approved to run another raffle with the drawing date on August 5th during the Cobleskill Fair.  First prize will be a Henry Big Boy .44 Magnum, second prize will be a Cricket .22 Cal rifle and there will be several other prizes.  1000 tickets, $5 each ticket or 5tickets for $20.   Elections were held at the March meeting. Russell Case and Jerry Olsen were both re-elected.  We still need a new Secretary because Jim Birsen moved to Albany County. A new Emblem for Schoharie County SCOPE will be designed using the outline of the Schoharie County Map. Two candidates running for Assembly for our local region, Chris Tague and Wes Laraway  attended the March meeting and Aidin O’Connor will be invited to the April meeting.   Website for SCOPE. www.scopeny.org.  SCOPE is still involved with the legal fight to repeal the NYS Safe Act, working with NYSRPA. There are 74 members in the Schoharie County SCOPE Chapter. 
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Cave Country Riders Inc.: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331. Cave Country Riders is having a gun raffle for one 243 Savage Rifle w/scope. $5 each ticket or 5 tickets for $20. Sponsored in part by Cobleskill Outdoor Sports For tickets call Terry Bradt or Doug Handy 518-295-7779.  

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. There are 48 members in the club to date. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League:  POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, and Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: Next meeting is SEPT. 6th.  For the most up to date changes we suggest calling the snow phone or checking the Facebook page. Meetings are 6 pm first Monday of the month (September thru April) at the Summit Conservation Club at Bear Gulch Rd. (109 Club Road) in Summit.  See www.summitsnoriders.com.  518-287-1961. 
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club is planning on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of each May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the Conesville Fire house. POC - President Carl Fancher.   
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) –The Next NWTF Banquet/Auction will be held on April 20th at the Settles Tree Farm East of Duanesburg.   For more information contact Dave Hendrick,  Memberships are $35 per year. Web site is www.NWTF.ORG.  Club is running a raffle Tickets are $10 each, drawing to held April 20th at the banquet. 1st prize  30/30 - Henry Rifle, 2nd prize Vortex Binoculars 10X42 and 3rd prize $100 Gift certificate from Cobleskill Outdoors Sports.  Call Dave for tickets   - phone: (518) 657-1787
 SUNY Cobleskill College: The next Annual Wildlife Society meeting will be held in Cleveland, Ohio, Oct 7th -11th 2018. SCCA have received an application from Alex Walczyk. The Dorwin Hamm scholarship is for $400 and will be reviewed by the SCCA Officers and Board of Directors. Received a thank you note from SUNY Cobleskill for the $250 donation of which the college is going to do the flying squirrel mount for the SCCA fair display. 23rd Annual Fish and Wildlife Festival - Veterans Memorial Centre Park - 514 West Main Street, Cobleskill, NY 12043- April 28, 2018 10am – 3pm – SCCA does plan on having a booth for this event.  During the TWS 2018 Northeast Student Conclave, participants enjoyed a variety of workshops ranging from wild edibles and campfire cooking to rocket netting, waterfowl ID, and knot tying.  Radio telemetry, native plant ID, wildlife forensics, and wildlife necropsy were among other workshops that filled the day. In the Quiz Bowl SUNY Cobleskill won the first two rounds but came up short in the third round (125 to 105) against SUNY ESF. Congratulations to SUNY ESF for their 2018 championship run.
Summit Conservation Club: April 22 Stuffed Pizza, 12pm – 4 pm, Club meetings are held on the second Monday @ 6 PM of each month.      
Schoharie Valley Trappers: NYS Trappers offers a $1000 scholarship. Check state website. POC- Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  234-3715 for questions.  
Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The SUNY college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  The Official Publication of the Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited - America's Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization Promoting Habitat for Wild Trout and Salmon Trout Unlimited Has Been Fighting for Coldwater Fisheries Conservation for 57 Years. Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309 Clear Water Chapter meetings held 3rd Monday of each month at the Jos. E Zaloga American Legion Post 1520, 4 Everett Rd. Colonie, NY 12205.  POC  Ray Lamberton 518-421-2500  
Long Path North Hiking Club: Dues are due for 2018. There are currently 171 members. The new 36’ footbridge installation has been completed which crosses the Pigeon Creek which flows into the Schoharie Creek on NYPA property in Blenheim was started in September. We have a couple of outhouse projects which are needed at the Lean Two’s on Cotton Hill and Looking Glass Pond for which can be used for Eagle Scout projects.    List of hikes.  Apr. 28th, LP Sec 28, West Kill Rd. to Mine Kill Overlook, 6.5 miles, call Don;  May 2, Adopt-A-Highway Clean-up on Rte. 30, Vroman’s Nose to Watsonville, (Volunteers needed) Call Harold Guest 518-827-5995; May 19, LP Sec 28, Marv Rion Rd. to Prattsville Rd. 4-5 miles, Call Clarence; June 2, National Trails Day, Hike on the Keleher Preserve trails, 3.5 miles Leader is Marilyn;  June 16, Dust off your Kayak w/paddle on the Susquehanna River, Call Mark for Info; July 7, Leader’s choice, call Steve for location & details; Aug 4, Hike the trails at Emma Thatcher Nature Center, 3 miles, call Marilyn; 

  Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. For membership info, contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386, email: ccheriec@midtel.net or P.O. Box 200, West Fulton, NY 12194. Check the upper right corner of the mailing label for your membership expiration date. Next meeting is March 8th @ Schoharie Library - 6 PM. 
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: February 17, Richmondville Fish & Game Club did host an Ice Fishing Derby,  at Bear Gulch Lake, near Summit. 36 Adults and 24 kids caught over 100 crappies and perch. Every kid received at least one prize or more.  Trophies and prizes for all the kids.  Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd. Club’s website address: www.richmondvillefishgameclub.org .   

Whitetails Unlimited: The next Whitetails Unlimited meeting will be on June 4th @ 7PM at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. between Central Bridge and Sloansville off Route 30A. Schoharie Co. Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited plans on donating a 50 Caliber Black Powder Rifle to the SCCA for the 2018 Kayak Raffle held at the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. Meeting will be for discussions on the next banquet in September 2018.   

Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  Four new members voted in and four more read for a vote next month. Total membership is at 294. The club’s by-laws only allow a total of 300 regular members. Members who have not paid dues by May 3rd will be dropped from membership list and key cards will be shutoff. If you pay your dues late there is a $25 late fee. As of March 1st seventy five members are late on their dues. There are also 155 life time members. The Club has raised the membership Dues effective January 1, 2018.  Regular dues are now $65 and Family Dues are $85.  Application fee is $25 and is non-refundable. Key cards fee is $20.  The club is now using an internet service for back ground checks for new members for $17 per month. Four cameras have been installed on the club property. Two pallets of clay birds are being purchased for the trap shooting season, approved $1,540.00. Mike Agiovlasitis is the contact for the club calendar, e-mail address  miketa@nycap.rr.com & phone number is 518-265-9127 for reservations (Use of clubhouse). The club voted to have a Spring Gun Raffle. 500 tickets @ $10 each, for 3 guns. Remington 700 CDL, Henry Golden Boy .22 Cal. and a Remington 870 Turkey Gun 12 ga. Guns were purchased from Outlanders Survival Supply in Duanesburg. The building extension was dedicated in memory of Larry Strack at the Youth Archery banquet, March  24, 2018.  On Sundays 11 AM to 3 PM the archery range is open for public use, free of charge. A Heart Defibrillator has been donated to the club by an anonymous group. The club purchased 13 new Daisy Bows for the youth Saturday morning shoots. These bows to replace some of the bows which are worn out and possibly damaged.   We will be holding an outdoor silhouette combat shoot on Sunday April 22nd. Shooting will start at 11:00 but please be there by at least 10:30 so we can check your firearm and you can hear the safety meeting. We can only have the range until 3:00 but shooting usually ends before that. If you are able we would appreciate help with setup, take down and scoring during the shoot.  Cost is $10.00, money covers cost of targets and keeping the range operating. For those that have not participated at one last year, we shoot cardboard IDPA targets that depending on your hits, might or might not add seconds to your time score.  There will be multiple stages to be set up and shot, you will need a minimum of 71 rounds of ammo.  That being said, I would take at least 100 rounds because some stages you can shoot more than the minimum needed should you see an errant shot on target. Shooting is done from the holster, if you are uncomfortable with the holster draw, you can shoot holding the gun at the 45 degree.  I am not sure of the course of fire for this shoot, you should have 3 magazines or speed loaders if possible. Eye and ear protection is mandatory for shooters and spectators. Fishing derby will be held on May 19th. Membership approved funds for Back Packs for 125 Kids. Kevin Guest will be doing an Eagle Scout project of building five picnic tables for the club. 2018 scholarship application were handed out in March.  Club officers are looking into new method of interviewing new membership applicants after the first of January. New members’ volunteer hours will be monitored. By the club by-laws new members need 8 hours of volunteer time within the first year. There is a work party scheduled for April 28th to repair main road to club. . 22 Cal Youth Shoot scheduled for June 3rd @ 2 PM.  Club’s 911 address is 148 Middle Fort Rd. Middleburgh, NY 12122. The Club is looking for a NRA representative for a POC.                   
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The next meeting is May 1st.  @ the West Fulton Firehouse. The club had their raffle drawing at the December diner on Dec. 9th.  The first prize, a Henry # H009B Lever Action 30/30 Rifle was won by George Premore, 2nd prize $200, was won by Jamie Keyser and 3rd prize$100, was won by Larry Billings. The items donated by the club membership and Whitetails Unlimited were auctioned off bringing in close to $500 to help offset the diner expenses. The West Fulton Rod & Gun Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take”. 
 SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com.  The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting -  April 26th  @ 7 P.M. at Curtis Mott Bldg. on SUNY Cobleskill College campus.  The SCCA meeting for May 24th will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club @ 7PM.   [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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