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Established in 1906

Schoharie County Conservation Association



          
                  
 SCCA Minutes of meeting held at the 
                           CANR Building on SUNY Cobleskill Campus
                           in Cobleskill, N.Y. on August 23, 2018.



Liz Reinhart, President of SCCA called the meeting to order at 7:15 with the pledge of allegiance with 11 in
 attendance.  Clubs represented were Schoharie County SCOPE, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Whitetails Unlimited, Long Path N. Hiking Club, Schoharie Co. Chapter of Trout Unlimited.  The July  – August minutes were approved with a motion from Mark Hotaling, second by Steve Zahurak.  The treasurer’s report for August was approved with a motion from Carl Stefanik and second by Doug Handy.  Both reports were approved by the membership. 

Mark Hotaling has written an application for a special drawing which was mailed out with last May’s newsletter. Some changes were made at the June meeting, does not have to be a son, daughter or grandchild. Can be a niece or nephew to be eligible, but must be sponsored by a member of SCCA or Association Club. Last month Mark made a motion from the floor to look into giving a NYS Youth Lifetime Sporting license next year as a prize in a special drawing. At the December SCCA meeting this issue was reviewed. This Youth would have to be less than 12 years of age to keep the cost below $565 and a relative of a club member. This program would encourage our youth to hunt and fish with in New York State. We reviewed this information at May SCCA meeting.   The drawing will be done at the November SCCA meeting. I have only received about a dozen applications to date.  I will add another copy of the application to this newsletter.    

SCCA’s fair booth was well received by fair goers. Membership sold tickets on the two Kayaks along with 6 other prizes. Volunteers came from Conesville Rod & Gun Club, Summit, Conservation Club, Richmondville Fish & Game Club, Whitetails Unlimited, West Fulton Rod & Gun Club, Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, Long Path North Hiking Club, County Snow Riders, and three of our local ENCON officers. Timothy Card, Russell Fetterman and Kimberly Garsey. The BB Gun Booth  was a big hit for the kids and allowed us to promote gun safety. A special thanks to Liam Kare for his help with the BB Gun Booth and Gun Safety.  He helped out four different days including the weekend, both days. One of the college students, Nicole Nawrot also helped sell raffle tickets. The sheriff’s office did provide SCCA with 300 gun locks to hand out during the fair week. SCCA has received 1000 bags at a cost of $1054.00 which we handed out some during fair week. The winners of the raffle were: 1st prize – Matt Moore (chose the $500) 2nd prize – Bob Vedder (Black Powder Rifle donated by Whitetails Unlimited), 3rd prize – Mike Karker – Wildlife Print donated by NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, 4th prize – Arrine Biegel ($100 Gift Certificate donated by Senator Seward), 5th Prize – Casey Downing ($100 Certificate donated by Assemblyman Chris Tague), 6th prize – Tom Lacko ($50 Certificate donated by Bank of Richmondville) 7th Prize – John Sitterly ($50 Gift Certificate donate by NBT Bank Schoharie/Middleburgh).Thank you to all those who helped sell tickets and to those who donated prizes. Also we would like to thank Shaul’s Roofing who sponsored the ticket printing. 

SCCA did donate $600.00 to help with expenses for students going to Cleveland, Ohio in October 2018. Motion by Carl Stefanick and second by Greg Warner.  Membership approved.  At the August meeting SCCA membership agreed to donate another Kayak to the college students for a fund raiser to help with expenses for their next trip.  This Kayak will be one of the three kayaks purchased from Tractor Supply this past spring.  Because of the winner of the Fair raffle chose the $500 instead of the two Kayaks we will use them again next year for the 2019 fair raffle. This was from a motion from John Hornauer, seconded by Joel Oliver.  Membership approved. 

Dave Wood made a motion to donated $250 in Memory of Raymond Zeh to Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Mark Hotaling seconded the motion, Membership approved. Liz asked for a Moment of Silence in memory of Ray.  Also a motion from Mark Hotaling, seconded by Joel Oliver to sponsor an Auction Item for Schoharie County Whitetails Unlimited for $200. This was also approved by the membership. 

The membership approved to transfer some funds from our checking account to a FAND FUND account. Motion by Paul Sawyer and seconded by Greg Warner. This transfer is still in progress as of the August meeting. 
Hunter Safety Courses are starting up in August - September at Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club and Rickmondville Fish & Game Club. Check the NYS DEC Website for dates and registration. Must complete homework before attending class.  

SCCA will be at the NY Power Authority for the Wildlife Festival on September 22nd from 10AM to 4PM. 

The College Professors gave the SCCA Members a tour of the CANR Building after the August meeting.  This included the fisheries area along with the Wildlife area where all the fish, birds and other mounts are stored. Cobleskill College has one of the best collections in the world as to bird mount species. 
Steve Zahurak had some samples of knifes, cameras, and other merchandise which he had received from different vendors. He is a Member of the SCCA and he has written articles for the Outdoors 

Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: NEXT MEETING: The next FWMB meeting will be held on Sept 26th At the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Please notify Dave Wood @ 518-944-8926 if you plan on attending.   
NYS DEC – Hunting Licenses on sale now. To apply for a Doe permit you must purchase your license before October 1st.   

 (SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee on Political Education:  The next Schoharie County Scope Chapter meeting will be held on September 20th, 7PM @ the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. At the last meeting, Guest speakers were Assemblyman Chris Tague and Marc Molinaro Republican Candidate for Governor. The raffle was drawn on August 12th at the Cobleskill Fair.  First prize - Henry Big Boy .44 Magnum – Mike Gray, second prize -  a Cricket .22 Cal rifle Gregory Bancroft. A new Emblem for Schoharie County SCOPE will be designed using the outline of the Schoharie County Map.  Website for SCOPE. www.scopeny.org.   
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Cave Country Riders Inc.: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. There are 48 members in the club to date. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League:  POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, and Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: Next meeting is SEPT. 6th.   Meetings are 6 pm first Monday of the month (September thru April) at the Summit Conservation Club at Bear Gulch Rd. (109 Club Road) in Summit.  See www.summitsnoriders.com. 518-287-1961. 
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club did stock $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the Conesville Fire house. POC - President Carl Fancher.   
SUNY Cobleskill College: The next Annual Wildlife Society meeting will be held in Cleveland, Ohio, Oct 7th -11th 2018.  Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the second Monday @ 6 PM of each month.      
Schoharie Valley Trappers: NYS Trappers offers a $1000 scholarship. Check state website. POC- Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  234-3715 for questions.  
Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The SUNY college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  The Official Publication of the Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited - America's Leading Coldwater Fisheries Conservation Organization Promoting Habitat for Wild Trout and Salmon. Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309 Clear Water Chapter meetings held 3rd Monday of each month at the Jos. E Zaloga American Legion Post 1520, 4 Everett Rd. Colonie, NY 12205. POC Ray Lamberton 518-421-2500  
Long Path North Hiking Club: At the Annual meeting Elections were held, minutes were read and along with the treasurer’s report were approved. Total membership in now 152. A Moment of Silence was held for members Edward Gifford and Raymond Zeh who recently passed away.  Both were members for many years. The new 36’ footbridge installation has been completed which crosses the Pigeon Creek which flows into the Schoharie Creek on NYPA property in Blenheim was started in September. A ribbon cutting was done on July 20th to officially open the walkway bridge.  This bridge completion is the last water crossing along the Long Path Trail of Schoharie County.  We have a couple of outhouse projects which are needed at the Lean Two’s on Cotton Hill and Looking Glass Pond for which can be used for Eagle Scout projects.    List of hikes. Sept. 29 – LP Section 29 – LP Section 33, Partridge Run Wildlife Management Area, 3-4 miles, leader Marilyn; October 20 – LP Section 28 in West Conesville, 4 – 6 miles, leader is Clarence;  October 27 – Leader’s Choice hike, call Steve for details; November 7 – Highway clean-up, Watsonville to Vroman’s Nose, Call Harold Guest 518-827-5995 to help out; November 10th – LP Section 29, Mine kill Falls to Manor Kill Falls, 6.75 miles with views of the two falls, two reservoirs, the Schoharie Creek and the new bridge, leader will be Don; From Nov 17 – Dec 9 Southern Zone Big Game Hunting Season, be safe if you go out, wear bright Orange. Dec 15th, LP Section 32, Middleburgh Cliffs & Gorge, 3.5 – 4 miles, leader will be Mark;  January 5th, LP Sections 34-35, Sawmill Road to Woodstock Road, 3 miles, leader is Mark;  January 19th, Hiking on trails at Five Rivers Environmental Educational Center in Delmar, call leader Marilyn for details; February 9th, LP Section 34, Cole Hill State Forest, 3 miles on snowshoes, leader will be Mark. Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. For membership info, contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386, email: ccheriec@midtel.net or P.O. Box 200, West Fulton, NY 12194. Next meeting is November 8th @ Schoharie Library, 6PM.  
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd. Club’s website address: www.richmondvillefishgameclub.org .   

Whitetails Unlimited: The next Whitetails Unlimited meeting will be on Aug 6th @ 7PM at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. between Central Bridge and Sloansville off Route 30A. Schoharie Co. Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited plans on donating a 50 Caliber Black Powder Rifle to the SCCA for the 2018 Kayak Raffle held at the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. Meeting will be to hand out tickets for the next banquet on September 30, 2018 @ Quality Inn in Schoharie.   
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Two new members voted in. Kevin Guest did complete his Eagle Scout project of building five picnic tables for the club.  Some new by-laws were passed at the June meeting.  Check out the club’s website.                     
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The next meeting is October 2nd @ the West Fulton Firehouse. The club had their fall party at Hamm Farm on the West Fulton Road in September with about 40 members.  
 SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com.  The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting – September 27th @ 7 P.M. at Richmondville Fish & Game Club on High View Road near Richmondville.     
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