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Established in 1906

Schoharie County Conservation Association



          
                    
         SCCA Minutes of meeting held at 
                    Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on May 25, 2017



                           Dave Wood, SCCA Vice President called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the pledge
     of allegiance with 12 in attendance. Clubs represented were Middleburgh Rod & Gun, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Conesville Rod & Gun, and Cave Country Snowmobile Riders. The April – May minutes were approved with a motion from Walt Zeh, second by Doug Handy. The treasurer’s report for May was approved with a motion from Willy Karlau, seconded by Carl Stefanick.  SCCA T-Shirts are available. We are selling them for $ 20.00 each with SCCA small logo on the front and big SCCA logo on the back. POC -Liz Reinhart 339-2464 and will be available at the SCCA Fair booth. 
Carl Stefanick attended the SALT Trail meeting in May.  There were close to 25 in attendance. The group is looking for a resident from each area to help with getting permission from local land owners where the trail will be built. They have asked for permission to put the SCCA Activity report on their website. The SCCA membership approved a motion made by Carl.  
SCCA has Kayak tickets for our fair raffle. 1st prize – two each 12 ft. Pelican kayaks or $500, 2nd prize – 50 Cal. Black Powder donated by Schoharie Co. Whitetails Unlimited, 3rd prize – Framed Print donated by Schoharie Co. Ridge runners NWTF, 4th prize – $100 gift certificate donated by Senator Seward, 5th prize - $100 Gift Certificate donated by Assemblyman Lopez, 6th prize - $50 check donated by Bank of Richmondville, 7th prize - $50 check donated by NBT.(Middleburgh/Schoharie) 
SCCA officer elections were held. President - Liz Reinhart, Vice President – Doug Handy, Secretary/Treasurer Mike Zeh. Board of Directors is Carl Stefanick and John Hornauer, NYSCC representatives are Mark Hotaling & John Hornauer.  
SCCA received three more Dorwin Hamm scholarships applications this past month from SUNY Cobleskill students. Members are reporting sightings of lots of fawns and roaming bears throughout the county.  

SCCA: All Dues were due in January 2017. To date we have received 15 Club Association dues of $30. Each club officer and delegate receives a SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Individual dues are $10 annually. Last year SCCA received 18 Association dues. We also need our individual members to send in their $10 dues. We have received 39 individual dues so far in 2017.  Please send them in!! This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for the newsletters which are mailed out each month and SCCA internet web site. We mail out close to 130 letters each month and send out e-mails to over 250 individuals each month. Send dues to SCCA  P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035. All college students who show an interest received the newsletter by e-mail. All college students are exempt from dues. We also send out the newsletter to about twenty five NYS DEC personnel along with all of the Town Supervisors of Schoharie County plus Senator Jim Seward and Assemblyman Peter Lopez, both who support our Kayak raffle with donations.
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: The next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on June 28th @ 6:00 PM at the Glimmerglass State Park located on the north end of Otsego Lake in Cooperstown, N.Y.  
NYSCC: Legislation is now pending to eliminate the requirement for hunters to wear back tags. Senate bill S2923, sponsored by Senator Patrick Gallivan has passed the Senate. Assembly companion bill A619 sponsored by Assemblywoman Gunther is currently in the Assembly Environmental Conservation Committee. The NYSCC strongly supports elimination of the regulation that requires the display of back tags while hunting.  This is a change whose time has come.  Back tags are no longer required in any other state.  They no longer serve a practical purpose and are an annoyance to hunters. Both bow and gun hunters find back tags to be noisy when moving through the woods.  They also require hunters to poke holes in expensive (and formerly waterproof) hunting clothes.  Definitely not GORE-TEX friendly. The tag has to be frequently moved from garment to garment as weather changes necessitate de-layering.  Forget or lose the tag in the process and one faces a fine of $25 and potential license forfeiture. Even in New York, back tags are not required to be worn while hunting in the Northern Zone and the Catskill Park, which comprise almost 50% of New York's land area. They have become a vestigial icon and a small but avoidable additional expense to the state. Please support this legislation by contacting your Assembly person and urging him or her to press for passage.  It would also be a good time to get to know your Senator and say "thank you" on behalf of the state's sportsmen for the passage of this bill. The Council's Memorandum of Support for this bill can be found on our website  www.nyscc.com .   

NYS DEC: Deer Harvest Reporting and Harvest Calculation. The subject of mandatory harvest reporting routinely surfaces in numerous letters and emails to the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), in letters to the NY Outdoor News, other newspapers and even in a resolution from a county sportsman's federation. These letters often imply that the current harvest reporting system is voluntary. In fact, game harvest reporting in New York is mandatory, and State regulations are very specific that a hunter who has taken a deer, bear, or turkey must report the harvest within 7 days of taking the animal. Though this article focuses on the importance of reporting a deer harvest, accurate estimation of bear and turkey harvests also relies on hunter reports.

 Some people have suggested that we should change our system to require reports from all hunters, successful or not, and that non-reporters should be denied a license the next year. These ideas and others have been discussed within DEC in the past, however all harvest reporting scenarios have both positive and negative aspects. Across the nation, a variety of methods are used to estimate annual deer harvests including use of mandatory check stations and deer check at meat lockers, mail questionnaires, report cards, telephone surveys, and telephone and internet reporting. No one method is perfect, and all state agencies must deal with incomplete reporting.

 Ultimately, the adage, "if it's not broken, don't fix it," comes into play. Suggestions to change DEC's harvest reporting system, while well intentioned, typically stem from a misunderstanding of how the system works and a belief that our current system is not sufficient for accurate harvest estimates or proper deer management. This simply is not the case.

 Our system for calculating deer harvests was audited by a private group of professional statisticians in 1990 and was found to be very solid and produce highly reliable harvest estimates. In 2006, approximately 45% of successful deer hunters in New York reported their harvest. While the reporting rate is lower than we would prefer, the combination of harvest reports and more than 15,000 deer checked by DEC staff in the field, yielded a 2006 harvest estimate that was statistically accurate to within ±1.9%. Ten years ago, when reporting rates averaged 60-65%, harvest estimates were accurate to within 1-2%. Our accuracy has not changed, because the methodology and statistics involved are sound.

 That said, we would still like to see reporting rates climb. In 2002, when we dropped the paper based reporting system and initiated the automated licensing system (DECALS), our deer harvest reporting rates dropped from 60% to 46%. That first year was a real trial and error year with glitches in the system that dropped calls and turned a lot of hunters away. Since then, we have made significant improvements, and the telephone reporting process today is much smoother. We expect to soon begin using voice recognition software on the telephone reporting system and also to begin accepting harvest reports via the internet. We hope that these improvements will continue to make harvest reporting easier for hunters. Harvest reporting is essential for proper deer management, and when hunters report their harvest, they perform a crucial step in the management process. Hunters are the sole source of two critical pieces of harvest information - when and where deer are taken. These data are used, together with reporting rates, to estimate the number of deer harvested in each town, county, and Wildlife Management Unit throughout the State. Biological information that is essential for management, such as sex, age, and antler data, is generated through the thousands of deer examined by DEC staff each fall.

 The process of moving from harvest reports to harvest estimates is fundamentally quite simple. At its essence, harvest calculation involves the number of deer reported, the number of deer checked by DEC staff, and the number of deer that were both reported and checked. With these numbers we can determine a reporting rate and then calculate the number of deer actually harvested.

 Our concern with current reporting rates is not the resulting quality of our harvest estimates. Rather, we are concerned that low reporting rates may reflect a declining awareness among hunters about the important role they have in the game management process. Hunters in New York and across the nation face a growing battle to preserve the heritage and traditions they enjoy. Demonstrating to the general public that the hunting community takes seriously their role as cooperators in the game management process is an important element in maintaining their credibility and preserving their hunting traditions. Participation through game harvest reporting is integral in this process.
2016 Deer Harvest ‐ Recent Trend Comparison






   2016
 
   2015

%change 
5 year ave. 

Total Take 



 213,061  
202,973      
    5.0%     
   231,306

Adult Buck Take (≥ 1.5 years old)     107,006
  99,572 
     7.5% 

   110,377

Adult Female Take (≥ 1.5 years old)   78,288 
  75,157

     4.2%

     84,569

AntlerlessTake(fawns & adult does)  106,055              103,401

      2.6% 
   120,928

% Buck Fawns in Antlerless Take  13.1% 
   14.9% 
    16.3%

% Buck Take ≥ 2.5 Years Old 
    50.6% 
   52.8% 
     48.4%

Antlerless to Adult Buck Harvest Ratio 0.99 : 1   1.04 : 1
      1.1 : 1

Deer Management Permits Issued 588,430 
  626,389 
       ‐6.1%
      617,591

DMP Take 



     81,507 
    76,928 
        6.0%
         91,612

DMP Success Rate 

      13.9% 
      12.3% 
      14.9%

DMAP Take 



      9,134 
      10,847 
      ‐15.8% 
         11,405

Muzzleloader Season Take 1  
       15,369 
      11,570 
       
            
         14,834

% Antlerless of Muzzleloader Take  66.4% 
        60.5% 
         61.1%

Bow Season Take 1 
                        46,735 
       37,697 
       
 
         36,458

% Antlerless of Bow Take 
      41.8% 
         31.0% 
         31.5%

Crossbow Take 


       9,439
          7,469 
            26.4%

Youth Deer Hunt 


       1,162 
          1,222 
             ‐4.9% 

  1,273

Hunter Reporting Rate (statewide, all tags) 43.5%            44.0% 
            44.0%

Deer Check (% of harvest checked by DEC) 2   6.6% 
            6.9% 
               6.7%

Statewide Harvest Estimate Precision (95% CI) ±1.83%  ±1.95% 
          ±1.91%

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

2016 Deer Harvest ‐ Recent Trend Comparison

2 DEC checks hunter‐killed deer each year to determine reporting rate by zone and tag type (DMP, Bow/Muzz, Regular Season tags, etc.) and to monitor biological metrics of deer taken (age, sex, antler characteristics). In 2016, DEC checked 14,085 deer throughout New York.

1 Values for Muzzleloader and Bow Season Take in 2016 include deer taken on Bow/Muzz tags and DMPs. In past years, the Muzzleloader and Bow values only
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BUCKS       BUCKS PER SQ MI       TOTAL DEER 
TOTAL PER SQ MI
  4A 

   1,281

       3.0 


    1,986


4.6  
  4F    

   4,112           
       3.5 

     
    7,790


6.7

     4G                           863           
       2.3                      
    1,502 


4.1

 (SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee on Political Education:  The Schoharie County Scope Chapter meeting will be held on June 15th 7PM @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. The guest for this month will be Marc Molinaro who is interested in running against Governor Cuomo in 2018. At the May meeting Senator Seward and Assemblyman Lopez reviewed the 2017 NYS Budget and how they voted to defund the Safe Act. Senator Seward stated that our Governor can move funding around within the budget to get the results he is looking for.  The sixteen State Troopers who are assigned to oversee the Safe Act are part of an Executive Branch which our Governor controls. Check your membership at www.scopeny.org.  SCOPE is still involved with the legal fight to repeal the NYS Safe Act, working with NYSRPA.
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Cave Country Riders Inc.: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. There are 48 members in the club to date. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League: League is starting back up on October 11th. POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, and Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: Meetings are 6 pm first Monday of the month (September thru April) at the Summit Conservation Club at the end of Bear Gulch Rd. (109 Club Road) in Summit.  See www.summitsnoriders.com.  518-287-1961. 
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club is planning on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of each May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the Conesville Fire house. The club is selling raffle tickets for a Limited Edition Ruger 10/22 or $300 gift card as 1st prize. 2nd prize $100 Gander Mountain Gift card. Drawing date was May 27th at the Fish Derby @ 1137 Potter Mtn. Rd in Conesville.  Will announce winners in next month’s newsletter. Happy Birthday to Dewey Irving on turning 90 years old last week.  POC -  President Carl Fancher.   
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) –Dave Hendricks attended the SUNY Cobleskill Wildlife Festival setting up the BB Gun Tent on April 29th.  The Annual banquet/auction was held on April 21, 2017 @ the Settles Hill Banquet Facilities located off Route 20 near Altamont with close to 130 attendances. There were 3 pistols and 8 long guns up for auction or raffles. Also there was a Jake Gun raffle for youth shooters. Excellent. Turnout. For more information contact Dave Hendrick, phone: (518) 657-1787 Memberships are $35 per year. Web site is www.NWTF.ORG.  
 SUNY Cobleskill College: We have received applications from Caroline Shafer, Alex Walczyk and Rainer Dombek. The Dorwin Hamm scholarship is for $250 and will be reviewed by the SCCA Officers and Board of Directors. The Bass Fishing Club Team will compete in a Bass Fishing Contest this year, $10 registration fee per student.  The next TWS Annual Conference will be held on September 23rd - 27th and it is in Albuquerque, NM. The students are running a raffle to help support the trip. The college did host the Wildlife Festival on April 29th which was held at the park in Cobleskill by the movie theater. Carl Stefanik, Doug Handy, Dave Wood, Mark Hotaling and Liz Reinhart were available with handouts and for questions along with Dave Hendrick, NWTF with their BB shooting booth for the kids.  One of the students, Allison Gelinas is doing a Flying Squirrel Mount for our SCCA booth at the fairgrounds.   
Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the second Monday @ 6 PM of each month.  They sold stuffed pizza on April 22nd and April 23rd. This is what pays the bills for the year, let’s help support the club.         

Schoharie Valley Trappers: There was a trapper class in April at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club with 30 taking the class. NYS Trappers offers a $1000 scholarship. Check state website. POC- Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  234-3715 
Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The SUNY college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  Clear Water Chapter meetings held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road). Join us before each meeting at 6:30pm for a tying demonstration; meetings begin at 7:30pm. 
Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd. Club’s website address: www.richmondvillefishgameclub.org .   
Whitetails Unlimited: The next Whitetails Unlimited meeting will be on Aug 7th @ 7PM at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. between Central Bridge and Sloansville off Route 30A, for getting tickets out for September banquet.  Schoharie Co. Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited plans on donated two more 50 Caliber Black Powder Rifles to the Venison Program this fall & the SCCA for their 2017 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. We did discuss the date and location for 2017’s banquet which will be in Cobleskill.         
Long Path North Hiking Club: The next meeting is on July 13th @ 6PM at the Schoharie Library.  Some of the hikes scheduled are as followed: June 24 Ashokan High Point, 7.5-8 miles, early start needed for this long drive & hike, call Mark early to register for this one! ; July 15 Leader’s choice hike to northern Catskills, call Steve for info; July 29 Acra Point, 5 mile loop hike, it’s been years since doing this one with Fred Schroeder, call Mark; Aug 19 LP hike thru Giffords & the Plotterkill Preserve, 3.5 miles, call Don Allard. Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. For membership info, contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386, email: ccheriec@midtel.net or P.O. Box 200, West Fulton, NY 12194.     
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  5 new members voted in and 1 more read for a vote next month. There were32 in attendance at the June meeting. Mike Agiovlasitis is the contact for the club calendar, e-mail address  miketa@nycap.rr.com &   phone number is 518-265-9127 for reservations (Use of clubhouse). Guns are in and tickets available for the 2017 December raffle. Dick Price is ticket chairman. 2nd Steel Plate Shoot this year on June 25th, from 10:30 - 3 PM. Cost is $10 which goes to the club to keep & maintain the range. Check Middleburgh website for dates. The SUNY Cobleskill college students have started shooting archery again on Friday nights. The building extension will be dedicated in memory of Larry Strack at the Youth Archery banquet, March 2018. On Sundays 11 AM to 3 PM the archery range is open for public use, free of charge. The club is applying for a NRA grant to pay for modifications to the indoor pistol range. Youth Fishing Derby was held on 5/20/17 with close to 100 youths (40 plus girls) around the two ponds. Only two trout were caught by a girl & a boy. Lots of bass and other fish were caught.   Trap shoots are running on Friday nights starting around 6 PM. Cost is $1.50 for 5 shots and $4.00 for 25 shots. Clay birds have increased in cost so we had to raise prices.         
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The next meeting is August 1st @ the West Fulton Firehouse. The Club had a Spring party at Pee Wee  hunting camp with close to 50 in attendance on May 13th. The 50/50 raffles raised over $1400.00 at the event which covered the cost of food & beverage for the party. The club has completed a 10’ X 20’ provelian costing almost $1500. 00 near the Middleburgh Pool near the Elementary school. Dick Shaul’s Roofing from Middleburgh did donate the material for the roof along with the labor for installing the roof this project. The club membership approved sponsoring two auction items ($200) for the Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited for the banquet this September. The West Fulton Rod & Gun Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take”.  
 SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com.  The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting, June 22nd @ 7 P.M. @ Conesville Rod & Gun Club (Firehouse).    [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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