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                   SCCA Minutes of meeting held at the Middleburgh

                     Rod & Gun Club on January 28, 2016
                           Liz Reinhart, SCCA President called the meeting to order at 7:05 with the pledge of 
                       allegiance with 43 in attendance. Clubs represented were Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long
 Path North Hiking, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod
 & Gun, Middleburgh Ridge Runners Snowmobile Club, Schoharie County Whitetails Unlimited, Cave Country Riders, along with 23 students representing the TWS and AFS clubs at SUNY Cobleskill.  Dec – Jan minutes were approved with a motion from Dave Wood, seconded by Dick Price. The treasurer’s report for January was approved with a motion from Doug Handy, seconded by Don Reinhart. SCCA County Delegate to the NYS Conservation Council is John Nesel. The membership approved the annual dues for the NYS Council Association. Ice Fishing derbies were cancelled @ Franklin Valie south of Middleburgh, Feb. 6th SCCA sponsor and Feb 13th West Fulton sponsor, because of thin ice.  The ice derby on Feb 27th sponsored by SUNY Cobleskill is still a go. On Feb 20th Richmondville Fish & Game will sponsor an ice fishing derby at Bear Gulch Lake near Summit.  All derbies will run from 8 AM – 1 PM. 
We still have two other SUNY Cobleskill students who have been approved for the scholarship but still need to do their presentations.  Edward Perri & Samantha Carey will do their presentations this coming semester. 

A $100 gift certificate was given to Russ Marlow for venison cutting of the six deer donated to the Venison Donation Collation for Schoharie County Food Pantries.      

Doug Handy and Dave Wood picked up the two, 12 foot Pelican (blue) Kayaks for this coming summer’s raffle from the Gloversville Running Store in Gloversville. The membership is still getting prices for the Camo T-Shirts which will be sold @ 15.00 with SCCA logo on the front pocket and big LOGO on the back. Carl Stefanik is almost finished with the update of the 2016 SCCA Activity book. The membership approved the purchase of 4 season passes for the fair booth. SCCA donated $300 to three students going to Los Vegas.   
Brianna All, a SUNY Cobleskill student did a power point presentation at the January SCCA meeting. Her project involved the capturing of the American Burying Beetle, (Nicrophorus Americanus) working with NYS DEC staff. This is the rarest beetle which once populated the east coast of United States. It is a critically endangered species of beetle endemic to North America. It belongs to the order Coleoptera and the family Silphidae. The carrion beetle in North America is carnivorous, feeds on carrion and requires carrion to breed. It is also one of the few species of beetle to exhibit parental care. The decline of the American burying beetle has been attributed to habitat loss, alteration, and degradation, and they now occur over less than 10% of their historic range. It is between 25 and 45 mm long and can be identified by its striking, distinctive coloring. The body is shiny black, and on its wing covers are four scalloped, orange-red markings. Most distinctively, there is an orange-red marking on the beetle's pronotum, a large shield-like area just behind the head. It has orange facial markings and orange tips on their large antennae. The beetle is nocturnal and is a strong flier, moving as far as a kilometer in one night. American burying beetle (Nicrophorus americanus) (ABB) used to naturally occur in 35 states in the United States. ABB has been placed on the Federal list of endangered species in 1989. One objective of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) recovery plan for this species is to successfully reintroduce ABB in the northeastern U.S. To assist in meeting this objective we are evaluating the viability of several habitat types in central New York. Possibilities for decline are the extinction of passenger pigeon (Ectopistes migratorius), extirpation of major carnivores, pesticides, and habitat fragmentation. Study Sites included the Albany Pine Bush Preserve which is an inland pine barren with well-drained sandy soils roughly 1300ha – fragmented and another site the Charleston State Forest which is mixed hardwood/coniferous forest comprised mostly of silty-loam soils of roughly 1600ha – contiguous. Methods of survey was done with traps baited with rats & pigeons (randomly selected), checked the following day, beetles were collected and brought back to lab where measurements taken and beetles marked and then re-released next day at predetermined points. Collection periods ran from 13 June 2015 through 29 July 2015 in the CSF and from 31 July 2015 through 29 August 2015 in the APBP. Over 1500 beetles were collected from the two sites. 
SCCA has approved the sponsor of two youths for NYSDEC Camp at a cost of $350 each.  Adam & Kyle Bortelle are both registered for camp this summer. SCCA pays 50% after registration and the other 50% after proof of attending. Total cost per youth is $350 each.  

  SCCA Dues are due January 2016. Club Association dues are $30 annually. Each club officer and delegate receives a SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Individual dues are $10 annually. SCCA received about 18 Association last year.  Please send in dues for 2016. We also need our individual members to send in their dues. We received about 50 individual who pay their $10 annual dues last year. Please send them in!! This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for the newsletters which are mailed out each month and SCCA internet web site. We mail out close to 140 letters each month and send out e-mails to over 250 individuals each month. Send dues to SCCA  P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035. 
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: Minutes from FWMB meeting in November 2015. Peter Innes, Natural Resources Supervisor- New York Works Projects updates: Looking Glass Pond has been completed, consisting of two accessible fishing platforms and two accessible trails.  The new boat launch on the upper Susquehanna River is complete except for the installation of the dock, which will occur in the spring.  A new trail and fishing platform have been installed at Hand Hollow State Forest.  The large project at Kaaterskill Falls is about 2/3 complete. Approval to fill the Region 4 Wildlife Manager position has not happened yet.  The Catskill Forest Association hosted a seminar on threats to Catskill forests.  Deer were one of the main topics of discussion because they can severely limit regeneration of desired hardwood species.  Mike Echtner, Forester, and Paul Farley, Forestry Technician- Mike and Paul gave an overview of the new Young Forest Initiative Program. They are part of a new four-person team in Region 4 Wildlife consisting of two Foresters, a Forestry Tech and a Wildlife Biologist.  The Initiative seeks to restore and maintain 10% of nine Region 4 Wildlife Management Areas in young forest habitat to benefit a number of wildlife species at risk as well as important game species.  Species targeted are woodcock, golden-winged warbler, New England cottontail, roughed grouse, varying hare, white tail deer, whippoorwill and wild turkey.  Numerous other species will benefit as well. Three different cutting prescriptions will be used depending mainly on the target wildlife species: clear cuts, reserve (seed) tree and shelter tree cuts.  Chris Van Maaren, Region 4 Fisheries Manager- Three 25 yard-long spawning reefs for lake whitefish will be constructed this winter in Otsego Lake.  One will be of larger stones, one smaller stones and the other a mix.  They will be evaluated to determine which is the most effective.  SUNY Cobleskill is attempting to raise lake whitefish from spawn taken from Otsego Lake fish.  Fisheries staff conducted a survey on the pond at Hand Hollow State Forest.  They found decent size perch.  The size limit for trout in Colgate Lake will likely be reduced to 9”, as stocked fish are not surviving to current legal size.  A five-year walleye stocking effort on East Sidney Reservoir started this year.  There is a good forage base and good spawning habitat, so it hoped a wild population gets established.  Lake Taconic is also being stocked with walleye but the establishment of a wild population is not expected there.  Tiger Muskie stocking has resumed in Canadarago Lake.  Thompsons Lake was stocked with 6,000 surplus rainbow trout.  A survey was conducted on Green Brook, a trib to Kinderhook Creek.  Trout Unlimited has a project here that will allow the passage of fish through a culvert. The first meeting of a new group called the Upper Delaware Tailwater Coalition was held.  The group will develop a stream corridor plan for the East and West branches of the Delaware River below the Pepacton and Cannonsville dams.  There will be a heavy focus on the economy and flooding concerns.  A new hire at the Cornell HDRUS will give the unit more capabilities with fisheries concerns.  It is hoped that this person will analyze the data from the Fate of Stocked Trout study, which was launched to determine how to maximize benefit from the stocking program.  The Fisheries Bureau Chief and Coldwater Unit leader will hold a public meeting this winter to discuss stocking proposals.  This meeting will be broadcast across the state. Quotas for fall egg take for the hatcheries were largely met.  Region 4 Wildlife staffs are busy with deer checking. Representatives for Schoharie County are Dave Simkins – Legislator, Dave Wood – Land Owner, John Hornauer – Alternate Land Owner, Carl Stefanik – Sportsman, Ray Zeh – Alternate Sportsman representatives. Next meeting February 24th @ Middleburgh (Rod & Gun or Pasta/Grill)  
NYS DEC: Gun & Archery courses are available on line registrations for Jefferson Fire House & Guan-Ho-Ha during the months of March & April. All registrations require that the Homework 50 question test, must be taken and passed before they can enter the hands on classes. It is available on the NYS DEC Website.    
NYPA Wildlife Task Force: A meeting was held at the Visitor Center in Blenheim with 15 in attendances. Brian Saez gave an overview of the NYPA & BG Operations. New improvements included were a new power supply feeding the spillway and a new security building & warehouse at main entrance which reduces truck traffic on Power Authority property. The Long Path North Hiking Club has asked the NYPA for funding for the material to build one lean on NYPA Property and one on the Minekill State Park property.  Also approached NYPA for funding to cover the cost of a new walkway bridge on the NYPA property (last bridge needed for Long Path Hiking Trail in Schoharie County. There 87 deer permits (Archery only) issued last fall. Hunter can also hunt turkeys with a bow during small game season.   Samantha Van Ness reviewed some of the activities at the Visitor’s Center. Since 1974 the visitor’s center has had over 2 million attendances.  There was a good turnout for the Annual Snow Festival on Jan. 30th. At the Lost in the Woods Workshop on Feb 17th they had to bring extra chairs into the theater room. In March there will be a Birds of Prey and Backyard Maple Syrup programs. Next meeting will be held on May 23rd @10:30 AM.    

 (SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee On Political Education:  The next Schoharie County Scope Chapter meeting was held on Feb 18th @ the Carlisle Town Hall @ 7 PM.  Elections are next month for officers. Chairman Kevin Sisson is relocating to the western part of NY and would like to step down. Our County Sheriff, Tony Desmond answered questions about pistol permits. He stated that permit request have tripled in the last three years.  The rally for the Schoharie County Chapter will be held in May, either on the 7th or the 21st at the Vroman Nose Park in Middleburgh or the Foxcreek Park in Schoharie. The 2nd Annual Bring Back America Festival will be held on July 23rd from 1PM to 5PM in Norwich, NY. Looking for donation to help cover cost. There will be a Gun Safety class available to the public being held at The Inn (Best Western) in Cobleskill on Feb. 27 from 9AM to 2PM.  The cost is $100 per register. They will cover firearm safety & the need for training, Awareness, Mindset, Firearm Retention, NYS Use of Force Laws, Active Shooter and How to react to responding law enforcement. POC is Danial Bartholomew 518-322-2045 or www.northeastfirearmstraining.net The next SCOPE meeting will be held on March 17th @7PM in the Carlisle Town Hall. Check your membership at www.scopeny.org. For the next three months Life Membership cost is at 50% $300 vs $600.  Contact information is Stephen J. Aldstadt, President of the NYS SCOPE Chapter – SAldstadt@SCOPEny.org 716-846-5448.  

Friends at Minekill & Shaul’s Park: The Park is now open after 5:00 or dark. It is free to enter with use of pool for this coming summer. Pavilion& tent rental available. New 40’ walk bridge with waterfall view, part of Long Path Trail. Cascading 80 feet through a narrow gorge is the picturesque Mine Kill Falls for which the park is named. A separate parking area, 1/4 miles south of the parks' main entrance, provides access to the overlook viewing platforms, as well as the Long Path hiking trail to the lower falls and beyond. In winter, visitors enjoy snowshoeing, cross-country skiing and snowmobiling. Don't miss this overlook for a stunning waterfall view. Right off the highway, turn into Mine Kill state park, park in the lot, and if you don't want to really hike, just walk. Friends of Minekill and Max V. Shaul State Park supports the operations of the parks by increasing public awareness of the Park facilities, promoting educational programs that encourage the protection and conservation of natural resources, and providing outdoor recreational activities for all visitors. Information for event please call 800-724-0309.   
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Cave Country Riders Inc.: The club members are selling chances for Gas Card Raffle. 1st Prize - $200, 2nd Prize $100 and 3rd $50 Prize. Tickets are $5 each of 5 for $20. Contact Doug Handy for tickets. 518-231-0970  Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. From October - March. POC is Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League: League has started up again. POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, and Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three different clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: Meetings are 6 pm first Monday of the month (September thru April) at the Summit Conservation Club at the end of Bear Gulch Rd. (109 Club Road) in Summit.  See www.summitsnoriders.com.  518-287-1961. 
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club is planning on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of each May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.  
SUNY Cobleskill College; NWTF - Birds Brew Event will be held on 2/15/16 POC is Delicia 315-576-6665. There will be a silent auction and several gun raffles.  6 PM – 9 PM $35.00 per person held at the Elks Lodge in Cobleskill. Student’s Chapter, Ducks Unlimited Banquet @ Bouck’s Hall – April 20th.  Students have a Bass Fishing Team this year.    
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) –The next NWTF Banquet will be held at the Best Western on April 23 @4PM.  For more information contact Dave Hendrick, phone: (518) 657-1787 or Liz & Don Reinhart 518-673-3965.   
 Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the second Monday @ 6 PM of each month.  Breakfast is starting up again. 1st Sunday of each month – Feb., March, April 8AM -12 noon. Stuffed Pizza will be served starting the third weekend of each month – Feb, Mar, April (Saturdays 12 noon – 7PM and Sundays 12 noon – 4 PM).  Summit Conservation Club, 109 Club Road, Summit NY, 12175 - #518-287-1341.      

Schoharie Valley Trappers: Another trapper class will be held in the spring at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Check NYS DEC Website for information POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715  

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd.   
Schoharie Co. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road). The Chapter’s Fish of the Month Contest is already in its sixth year having crowned Rich Atkinson, Noe Mead, Jim Berry, Bill Bach, Ron Boutin, Brad Mohr and for 2014, Jim Boyle, as winners in its first seven years. The contest is open to all members (except me!) and family members of Chapter members and is not necessarily based on the biggest fish, but the quality of the fish, story behind it and picture quality all make up a winning entry. Simply send a photograph to me at my email address at mrbrownie6@gmail.com or contact me via email for my mailing address if you have a Polaroid or 35mm shot. Save the date! April 9th, 2016 is the Clearwater TU Annual Angling Flea Market at the Ramada Plaza Hotel just off Everett Rd. Make plans now to attend. On sale: books on angling, hunting, fly tying, fishing; fly tying vises, tools and material; vintage lures and rods and reels, modern custom made graphite and bamboo rods. If it has to do with fishing it will probably be on hand. Three dollar general admittance, children 16 and under free. Tables are available at the usual rate of $20 while additional tables can be added at $15 each. We also ask a 10 percent of sales donation. Contact Bob Mead at 518-399-9000 or email at rmead1@nycap.rr.com to reserve your table. March 19 Chapter Annual Conservation Banquet - $45 – 4pm start – Century House Latham – hundreds of prizes and giveaways. Please mail payment by March 11, 2016 payment to: Mike and Kim Walchko 244 Quarry St Cobleskill, NY 12043 Make Checks Payable to Clearwater Trout Unlimited. (Reservations will not be confirmed prior to the banquet) Grand Prize drawing at the Banquet, 12' Hornbeck Canoe with Rowing Package, Canoe raffle tickets are available: One for $5 or five for $20. You need not be present to win. Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309. 
Whitetails Unlimited: The next meeting will be in April 2016 at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. for accepting nominations for new officers. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has donated another 50 Caliber Black Powder Gun to the Schoharie County Venison Donation Program and also another 50 Caliber Black Powder Rifle to SCCA for their 2016 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. The date has been booked for September 25,  2016 for this fall’s banquet held at the Best Western in Cobleskill.   National website:  www.whitetailsunlimited.com        
Long Path North Hiking Club: Next meeting on March 10th, 2016 @ 6 PM Schoharie Library. All dues are due for 2016. There are two lean-tos which need roof repairs on the Schoharie County loop. Here is a schedule for hikes this spring. Mar 19th  Leaders Choice – POC Dan; Apr 16th Leaders Choice – POC Dan; Apr 30th  The new Bozen Kill Preserve, 2 miles – POC Mark; May 11th Highway Clean-up – POC Harold Guest @ 827-5995; May 28th LP Section 31, Patria State Forest, 3.5 miles – POC Don Allard. Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. Send dues to LPNHC % Cherie Clapper P.O. Box 200 West Fulton, New York 12194.  
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Two new members voted in and five read for next month. There were 35 in attendance at the February meeting. Six more tickets were drawn for the next December raffle.  Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse). Ted Schreieck is POC for the application for a DEC Grant of $15,000.00 addition on to the archery building 20’ x 20’ was submitted and still being considered. We now have $2,100 in this account toward the addition. Archery leagues started up in January. Youth archery is averaging over 100 shooters each week. Saturday night leagues, Thursday night leagues and Sunday afternoons are always looking for shooters. Membership approved to purchase a new computer for Club’s treasurer. Club visiting possibility of paying for internet access @ club house. Club is accepting bids for next year’s mowing. Black Powder shoots, 1st Sunday of the next two months @11AM. Club will schedule 22 cal. shoots in Feb. & Mar. if interest there. Membership approved Buck A Member donation to NYSCC for $300. Club is taking orders for Repeal safe Act signs. Ted Schreieck is POC.  Club hats are available for $15 – Willi Karlau is POC. Fred Benninger is the POC for the 100  each $10 square/raffle to cover the cost of the 75 chairs which were already purchased.  The raffle is for a Savage Axis .243 Cal Camo Rifle with scope. Scholarship applications are available for the Middleburgh Central School senior and the 2016 graduate of a member of the club. See Pete DeBartolo for applications. Range Officer class is coming up for anyone interested.  $75 fee and the location of the class will be at the Woodlawn Sportsmen Club, end of March.  Any interest contact Joe Moore.  Eddy Eagle program will be offered on 4/2/16 @ the club. Pete DeBartolo is the POC. Welcome aboard to our new Secretary, Kim Maley. The club’s annual fish derby will be held on May 21st 11AM to 2PM, Registration begins @10AM. Prizes for all kids.                             
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The next meeting is March 1st. At the last meeting the membership voted to cancel the ice fishing derby on Feb 14 because of thin ice.  The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses. 
SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com. 

 The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on February 25 @ 5:00 PM to be held at the Elks Lodge in Cobleskill. Anyone interested in staying for the NWTF Birds Brew Event the cost is $35.  Event starts at 6 PM.  [image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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