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                                                            SCCA minutes of meeting held at SCCA Booth
 At Cobleskill Fair Grounds on July 23, 2015
                             President Liz Reinhart called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the pledge of 
                       allegiance with 13 in attendance. Clubs represented were Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long
 Path North Hiking, NWTF Schoharie County Ridge Runners, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod
 & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Summit Conservation Club,  Middleburgh Ridge Runners Snowmobile Club, Schoharie County Whitetails Unlimited. June – July minutes were approved with a motion from Willi Karlau, seconded by Doug Handy. The treasurer’s report for July was approved with a motion from Walter Zeh, seconded by Mark Hotaling. 
        The SCCA booth looked great for the fair. We the Thursday night before the fair opened and did some cleaning.  Carl Stefanik did an excellent job updating all the displays for the different clubs. Doug & Mark did some additional painting and they also provided gravel to eliminate the tripping hazard alongside our new blacktop approach. Paul Chichester from Cobleskill did an excellent job with the paving. This was donated by Paul. Dave Wood picked up the Smokey Bear exhibit from Stanford - NYS DEC for the booth. The NWTF BB gun shooting booth was a big success and I’m sure played a hand in helping us sell tickets along with giving us an opportunity to teach gun safety to all the shooters during the fair. SCCA will attend the Career Day @ Gilboa-Conesville Central School on October 2, promoting Archery and will also try to get the NWTF shooting booth.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
         Kayak Raffle: First Prize – Blair Hartman – Cobleskill, N.Y.  Choose the two Kayaks. Second Prize – Myschell Stangle – Howes Cave, N.Y.   Black Powder Rifle, donated by the Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited. Third Prize – Andy Anderson – Oneonta, N.Y.  Turkey Print, donated by the Schoharie County Ridge Runners chapter of NWTF. 
Four Prize – George Manor – Cobleskill, N.Y. $100, donated by Senator James Seward.  Fifth Prize - Roger Newkirk – Johnstown, N.Y. $100, donated by Assemblyman Pete Lopez.  Sixth Prize - Dennis Gregory – Schenevus, N.Y. $50, donated by the Bank of Richmondville.  Seventh Prize - Terry Davidson – Cobleskill, N.Y. - $50, donated by NBT of Middleburgh & Schoharie.   SCCA would like to thank all the members who helped sell tickets before the fair started and also during the 8 days of the Sunshine Fair.  The ticket drawing was held the last day of the Sunshine Fair, witnessed by the Schoharie County Sheriff’s Dept. and all winning tickets were drawn by Briana All, a SUNY Cobleskill student, who worked six of the eight days. Thank you Briana. We would also like to thank Shaul's Roofing from Watsonville/Middleburg for paying for the cost of our tickets/printing. Again the raffle was a big success thanks to all ticket sellers, our very supportive public and the excellent weather we had for the Sunshine Fair week.  Volunteers working at the fair this year were Mark Hotaling, John Nesel, Larry English, Chuck Gambino, Mike Walchko, Denise Sawyer, Tom Holiday, Wayne Warner, John Collier, Eric Struening, Fred Van Valkenburg, Richard Van Valkenburg, Janet Van Valkenburg, Eric Haslum, Walt Zeh, Greg Warner, Eric Hendricks, Ed Lindsey, Doug Handy, Dave Wood, Joe Kopacz, Joe Oliver, Gene Maiello, Joe Bruno, Carl Stefanik, Briana All, Don Reinhart, Liz Reinhart, Chris Stannonis, Paul Sawyer, John Hornauer, Larry Van Deusen, Willi Karlau, Glenn Patterson, Reuben Mickle, Joe Barlett, Dave Hendricks, Ray Zeh, Dave Lawyer, Dick Price, Joel Bartlett, Jeff Lucear  and Michael Zeh.  SCCA would also like to thank Paul Chichester for the outstanding job of paving our path way to our booth, NWTF for the loan of the shooting booth and Barber’s Farm Stand for the use of the two hanging flower pots.   
HUNTER SAFETY COURSES: @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club –Must register on-line NYS DEC website
Gun Safety Course – Friday, August 28th 6 - 9:30 pm & Saturday, August 29th 8 am - 4 pm

Bow Hunter Safety Course - Saturday, September 12th 8 am - 4 pm

Gun Hunter Safety Course – Friday, September 18th 6-9:30pm & Saturday, September 19th   8 am – 4 pm
Hunters Safety Courses: @ Richmondville Fish & Game Club – Must register on-line NYS DEC website
Archery Safety Course – Saturday – August 29

Gun Safety Course – Friday, October 2nd 6-9:30 pm & Saturday, October 3rd 8 am – 4 pm   

Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: June 24th meeting was held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. New program to help control deer population for reforestation areas in Delaware County. You need 250 acres and be a jointing landowner to qualify for these permits. NYS DEC has received a high number of winter kill for deer and turkey. Possible permits numbers will be lowered.  2400 CWD statewide checks with no positive results. 6 positive results in Maryland and One positive result in Michigan. Forty five complaints in Region 4 concerning bear, about half the norm. Region 3 has already had 133 complaints which is very high. DEC is doing a bear hair snare study in Region 4 (36 sites), doing the same surveys in Regions 3 & 7.  There will be no additional areas for trapping fishers and there will be one allowed per season. Turkey permits will change this fall. NYS has approximately 350 nesting pairs of Bald Eagles. A 38 year old Bald Eagle was hit by a motor vehicle earlier this year in Region 7; the Eagle was tagged in 1977 during the transfer of birds from Michigan State. Jerry Fraine, Regional Wildlife Manager.  Next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on September 23rd @ 6:30 PM at Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.
NYS DEC: DEC Adopts New Rules for Antlerless Deer Hunting in Parts of the State. Changes Reflect Diverse Management Needs. The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) adopted new regulations to address deer populations in portions of the state with too many or too few deer, DEC Acting Commissioner Marc Gerstman announced today. Additionally, DEC adopted several modifications to its Deer Management Assistance Program designed to ease the application process for landowners while providing greater flexibility for DEC to administer the program.

"Deer are a keystone game species in New York, and responsible management requires periodic adjustment of hunting rules to ensure that deer populations are compatible with local socio-economic interests as well as maintaining a balanced ecosystem," Acting Commissioner Marc Gerstman said. "DEC considered all public input in developing these regulations, and took into consideration the numerous negative impacts associated with deer overpopulation, including impairments to forest habitat regeneration, increased deer-vehicle collisions and increased incidences of tick-borne diseases."

To achieve the desired deer population levels, the allowable harvest of antlerless deer is being increased in Wildlife Management Units (WMUs) 1C, 3M, 3S, 4J, 8A, 8C, 8F, 8G, 8H, 8N, 9A, and 9F. These units include all or portions of Suffolk, Orange, Ulster, Sullivan, Westchester, Albany, Niagara, Erie, Wyoming, Orleans, Genesee, Monroe, Livingston, Steuben, Wayne, Ontario, Yates, Seneca and Cayuga counties. In these WMUs, overabundant deer populations are negatively impacting forest regeneration, creating excessive agricultural damage, causing increased deer-vehicle collisions, and increasing damage to landscape plantings. In several of these areas, tick-borne diseases are of greater concern and high deer populations have been linked to increases in ticks and associated tick-borne diseases. There is an urgent need to address over-population of deer in these areas. Management objectives are not being met in these units despite having a surplus of antlerless deer tags available for hunters. In making the first 15 days of the early bow season and all of the late bow and muzzleloader seasons valid for antlerless deer only in these units, DEC is asking hunters for greater cooperation in meeting the management needs by focusing their hunting effort on antlerless deer during these periods.

Throughout most of New York State, deer population levels can be managed with hunters using deer management permits. However, in these 10 management areas, the effectiveness of the deer management program has been reduced because the number of permits available in these areas exceeds the hunter demand for these permits and management objectives are not being met. In contrast, the harvest of antlerless deer is being curtailed in WMU 6A to achieve the desired deer population in that unit. WMU 6A includes portions of Jefferson, St. Lawrence, and Franklin counties. In this unit, DEC has not issued Deer Management Permits for antlerless deer since 2011, and the antlerless harvest has only occurred during the early and late bow and muzzleloader seasons. With the adoption of these new rules, hunters will not be allowed to take any antlerless deer during the early muzzleloader season in this unit until the deer population rebounds. In recent years, about half of the antlerless harvest in this unit has occurred during the early muzzleloader season. DEC has revised its hunting season maps on DEC's website to reflect these changes in antlerless harvest rules.

Deer Management Assistance Program Refined the Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) enables DEC biologists to help landowners and resource managers implement property-specific deer management on their lands. Adopted modifications will improve the program for applicants and DEC.

DMAP application changes - The application deadline will be changed from September 1 to August 1, beginning in 2016.

DMAP permit durations will be extended from one year to three years, while retaining annual reporting requirements for permittees and hunters.

DMAP use changes - DMAP permits will now be allowed to be used during the September portion of the early bow season in the Northern Zone and hunters will now be allowed to use up to four DMAP tags per permit where needed.

The full list of changes to the DMAP rules, including application forms, can be found on DEC's website

 DEC Announces Adoption of New Fall Hunting Seasons for Wild Turkey. Season Changes Reflect Recent Population Assessments and Management Needs. The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) adopted new regulations to shorten fall turkey hunting seasons in New York State due to a declining turkey population across the state. The new fall seasons are two weeks long with a statewide season bag limit of one bird of either sex. Season dates vary regionally with the season in the Northern Zone running October 1-14, the Southern Zone running October 17-30, and Suffolk County (Long Island) running November 21-December 4. "Declining wild turkey populations across the state make it necessary to shorten the hunting season. It is important to responsibly manage New York's wild turkey populations to ensure that future generations of hunters have the opportunity to go afield.

DEC received approximately 120 comments on the regulatory proposal. Almost all of the comments received expressed concern over the decline in wild turkey populations over the past 15 years, and many were supportive of DEC's efforts to modify the fall hunting season to accommodate changing turkey populations and environmental conditions. The new regulations are part of a multi-year study to understand and respond to long-term declines in turkey populations and to ensure that harvest opportunities are sustainable. The new fall hunting season structure is based on the results of research conducted by DEC and its partners on ecological and social factors that influence turkey populations and turkey management. 
•
a study of how weather and landscape-scale habitat features interact and influence the number of turkeys found in different parts of the state;

•
surveys of turkey hunters to identify what they value in terms of turkey populations, a high-quality hunting experience, and the trade-offs they are willing to make between hunting opportunity and turkey abundance; and

•
field research where more than 450 hen turkeys are banded annually, some with satellite radios, so biologists can determine their survival and fall harvest rates.

Based on those studies, DEC concluded that the best way to enhance turkey populations while maintaining some fall hunting opportunity was to offer a two-week season in all areas of the state, with a seasonal limit of one bird of either sex.  The new fall hunting season changes will be evaluated as part of a four-year research program. DEC staff continues to band and track hens in 2015 and 2016 to help evaluate the effects of fall season changes on hen harvest and survival. This information will be used along with information on turkey abundance, productivity, and hunter activity and harvest data collected annually to determine future fall harvest opportunities that are sustainable under current environmental conditions and trends in turkey populations.  
(SCOPE) Shooters’ Committee On Political Education:  Scope did have a booth at the Cobleskill Fair handing out information and selling hats, posters, glasses, and other items. Contact information is Stephen J. Aldstadt, President of the NYS SCOPE Chapter – SAldstadt@SCOPEny.org 716-846-5448.  The next Schoharie Co. Scope Chapter meeting will be on August 20 @ 7:00PM, Carlisle Town Hall. 
NYSCC: 2015 Resolutions which will be voted on at the September meeting. 2015 Convention: 18-20 September; Plan on joining us for our Fall Convention at the OnCenter in Syracuse. Website is NYSCC.com
Friends at Minekill & Shaul’s Park: Mine Kill Disc Golf Doubles, now on Thursday evenings at 5 pm starting next to the pool complex.  We have discs available to rent for $1 ($5 deposit) and a wide array of plastic for sale at our brand new pro shop located at the park office.  Also, don't forget about Open Mic Night at the updated  Max V. Shaul Summer Stage! Open to anyone, from 5 pm to 10 pm every Friday at MVS.  Join American Canoe Association certified kayak instructors for a chance to see waterfalls, bald eagles and breathtaking views of the Schoharie Valley while learning the essentials of kayaking. Explore Mine Kill by Kayak - Join American Canoe Association certified kayak instructors for a chance to see waterfalls, bald eagles and breathtaking views of the Schoharie Valley while learning the essentials of kayaking. Class Dates: August  29th, September 12th.    
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.

Schoharie County Pistol League: League will start up again this fall POC – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are four teams, shooting at three different clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: The next club meeting will be held in the fall. For information contact -  info@summitsnoriders.com  Donna Rivenburg 287-1961. Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month
Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club is planning on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.  
Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) -The chapter is working with the Eddy Eagle program and will offer program to all local school districts free. A NWTF BB gun shooting booth will be set up next to the SCCA fair booth for youth shooting for practice target shooting on the two weekends of the fair event. Dave Hendrick, phone: (518) 657-1787.  POC: Liz & Don Reinhart 518-673-3965.   
 Summit Conservation Club: Club meetings are held on the third Monday @ 7 PM of each month. Summit Conservation Club, 109 Club Road, Summit NY, 12175 - #518-287-1710.      

Schoharie Valley Trappers: Another trapper class will be schedule for this fall @ the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715  

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd.   
Schoharie Co. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the new building, Center for Agricultural Resource, room 002.  Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road).  Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309. 
Whitetails Unlimited: The next meeting will be held in September at Earl Berg’s house on Cripplebush Rd. for reviewing auction items for the September banquet. More items have been ordered from Wild Wings. There will be silent/live auctions along with several raffles.  Tickets are available for the September 27th banquet at Best Western. Adults -$20 and Youths, 15 years and younger - $8. Ticket must be purchase in advance, none sold at event. Mike Zeh 518-265-4961 for tickets. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has donated another 50 Caliber Black Powder Gun to the SCCA for their 2015 Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. A new wildlife print was purchased for the SCCA booth display. 1-YEAR ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP - This category of membership is for 16-year-olds and up. As a member you will receive a membership card, special color decal and a one-year subscription to the quarterly Whitetails Unlimited Magazine. The annual dues are $25.National website:  www.whitetailsunlimited.com        
Long Path North Hiking Club: The membership is now at 169. Next meeting on September 5th , 10:30 AM @ Blenheim-Gilboa Visitors Center.  This is our annual meeting.  All dues are due at that time for 2016. The parking lot has been completed at Vroman’s Nose, the new trail has been completed with signage and old trail gated/locked,  just some grading of dirt required yet. Club is looking for a counter to keep track of the number of hikers using the trail. The Mine Kill Trail Bridge project has been completed, funding by - $1000 from NY/NJ Council Trail Conference, $500 from Minekill, and $500 from LPNH club.  Aug 22 - Rossman Hill Lean-to maintenance, we’ll whip it into shape, contact Mark; Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt 518-295-8535, Don Allard 518-577-7741. The annual newsletter is in the process of mailing out. E-mails will be used when possible to save cost.  
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: Three new members voted in with 23 in attendance at the August meeting. Antony DeNucci, a scout from Troop 4 (Schoharie) is doing an Eagle Scout project (10’ X 16’) building located by the pond near the Archery range. Five tickets were drawn for the December raffle.  Thirty-six members have not paid their 2015 dues. They will be dropped from the membership list. Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse).  The trap shoots on Friday nights @ 6:30 pm have had a low turnout. Trap will continue through September.  The targets for the pistol range are being worked on for the special league starting up this fall. Those interested contact Ted Schroder. The application for a DEC Grant of $15,000.00 addition on to the archery building, 20’ x 20’ was submitted but was turned down unless more fund becomes available. We have heard that the funding has been approved for other applicants but an additional $100,000 funding is being requested. If approved we still have a chance of approval.  22 Caliber Silhouette shoots have been cancelled because of low turnout. Some of the members have shown an interest into the 3 D Archery League. The club would have close to a $5000 investment to get started so if you are interested contact Joe Kopacz.  The club is holding a special gun raffle to benefit the Archery range extension. A Henry Rifle is being raffled off, 100 squares. Mike Zeh is the POC. Drawing will be held when all squares are sold. A special Saving account will be opened for the building fund.  Tickets are all out to sellers for the DECEMBER Raffle. If you have tickets you can’t sell please turn them back to Dick or Jeff. Other club members are looking for tickets to sell.        
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West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held on the first Tuesday of each month @ 7PM. The next meeting is September 1st. The membership is down around 60 members now. A raffle is in the planning stage, 1500 tickets with 1st prize $200, 2nd prize $100, 3rd prize $50, drawing will be held at our fall picnic on September 19th. Tickets will be sold for $1 each or 6 for $5, contact Aaron Hamm for tickets. The club donated $300 toward the time clock cost used for the Tim Murphy 10K Runs. The club will once again help with the Tim Murphy Run on 10/10/15. Please contact Aaron Hamm if you can help with traffic control & parking.  The Nature Trail located behind the Middleburgh Elementary School is on the club’s agenda for repair.  The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses. 
SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on August 27th @ 7:00 PM to be held at the Curtis Mott building, SUNY Cobleskill.
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