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                  SCCA minutes of meeting held at the SCCA Fair 

                   Booth located on the Cobleskill Fair grounds

                                        on July 24, 2014.

S                President Liz Reinhart called the meeting to order at 6:20 with the pledge of allegiance 
           with 24 in attendance. Clubs represented were Whitetails Unlimited, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, 
Long Path North Hiking, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Cave Country Riders, Wild Bore & Coon Skin Club, Schoharie County NWTF, Coby Fish & Game and Summit Conservation Club. June-July minutes were approved with a motion from Greg Warner seconded by Doug Handy. The treasurer’s report for July was approved with a motion from Carl Stefanik, seconded by Mark Hotaling.    
The Kayak Raffle was a big success again this year.  The prizes were awarded to the following. 1st prize - Paul Maceyka - Schenectady, New York; Two kayaks or $500 – Paul chose the $500 cash.  

2. 2nd prize - Valorie Goodrich - Middleburgh, New York; Six Bird Hunt donated by Michelle Linnane from Stonewall Boarding & Game Preserve located near Sloansville, NY. 

3. 3rd prize - Lee Colby  Esperance, New York – 50 cal. Black Powder Rifle donated by Whitetails Unlimited.  

4. 4th prize - Jeff Manchester, Schoharie NY- Wildlife Framed Print donated by Schoharie Ridge Runners (NWTF).  

5. 5th prize - Nathalie McCloskey, Delanson, New York - $100 Gift Card (Dicks) donated by Senator Seward. 

6. 6th prize - Gerald Wright, Schoharie, New York k#1283 $100 Check donated by Assemblyman Peter Lopez. 

7. 7th prize - Seth Finch, Fleishmann, New York $50 Check donated by Bank of Richmondville.
8. 8th prize - Mike Jehnke, Milford, New York - $50 Check donated by NBT of Middleburgh /Schoharie.

Thank you again to Dick Shaul, Shaul’s Roofing for sponsoring the printing of the raffle tickets.

SCCA will present a $250 check to the Cobleskill college students who presented posters at the National American Fisheries Society meeting in Quebec in August. The meeting was from August 17th-21st. Shawna Mitchell did present two posters, one on the paddlefish study she has been working on and one on the endangered gilt darters that they have raised on campus and released in the Allegheny River. Jeff Brown presented on a trout tracking study that was conducted in Schoharie County and Eric Malone and Alec Zerbian presented on the flood effects from the 2011 hurricanes on Schoharie County streams. These posters were showcased to thousands of professionals showing the research that our students have been doing all throughout Schoharie County. It gave them a chance to put such an ecologically diverse county on the map. It also gave them a chance to make connections with professionals that will further their careers as fisheries biologists.  
Thank you to Doug Handy for painting the deck/porch on the SCCA booth at the far grounds.  
 Carl Stefanik has finished the 2014 SCCA Activity Report which was handed out at the Sunshine Fair. Bob Britton also ordered 300 copies of the Outdoor News which were handed out during the fair.    
Hunter safety classes for this fall: All of the dates for the Sportsman Ed Classes have been approved. They are posted on DEC website. We will be trying out the online registration and see how it goes. If I think we need to do an in person sign up I will let you know. I am hoping that we will not and people will not have a problem getting into the classes. Here is the web info: www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor. POC is Shannon Smith e-mail address is scars@midtel.net.
Friday, August 1st/2nd Gun Safety Education Course Middleburgh Rod and Gun Club.35 certificates issued. 
Friday, August 8th/9th Gun Safety Education Course Middleburgh Rod and Gun Club. 35 certificates issued.
Saturday, August 16th Archery Safety Education Course Middleburgh Rod and Gun Club. 49 certificates issued. 

Saturday, August 23, 8:00 AM New York Bow hunter Education Course Richmondville Rod and Gun Club. 

Friday, September 19 & 20, 6:00PM New York Hunter Education Course (2 Days) Richmondville Rod and Gun Club.
Thursday Sept 18 – through Sept 20 NYS Hunting Education Course, SUNY Cobleskill College students only. 

Saturday, September 27, 8 AM New York Trappers educational Course, Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club

NYSCC: New York STATE CONSERVATION COUNCIL - 81st Annual Meeting, September 19-21, 2014

►Holiday Inn, Utica/New Hartford, NY◄1777 Burrstone Road, New Hartford, NY  13413  There will be the usual fundraising auctions – Chinese, card, silent - so if you think you might have an item to donate contact 315-894-3302. On Friday a proposed list of questions has been forwarded to the Commissioner; and additional questions may be asked.  Staff attending with the Commissioner is still in the planning stages and will include Patty Riexinger, Gordon Batcheller, Law Enforcement Director Duffy and others. II. Concerning resolutions to be voted on this year: There were two resolutions presented this year concerning DEC regulation versus state legislation. Both favored the principles of DEC regulation over legislation. Both had issues; one was seen as being possibly unconstitutional and the other was seen as locking us into a corner with no wiggle room.

It is expected that these two resolutions will be withdrawn and a proposed resolution from the Resolution Committee will take their place. The Resolution Committee worked on its own solution that would take into consideration the intent of the two resolutions without boxing the NYSCC into a corner. The action that our resolution is requesting is: "Therefore be it resolved that it shall be the goal of the New York State Conservation Council to continue to support wildlife and fish, and land management through DEC regulation as opposed to management through legislation whenever it is in the best interest of sportsmen and the principles of sound conservation." 

New York State DEC: The NYS Department of Environmental Conservation has issued the following press release:

To support improved access to Upper Saranac Lake, $475,000 in upgrades will be made to the Upper Saranac Lake Boat Launch, state Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Joe Martens announced today. The upgrades, funded by NY Works, will be completed prior to the 2015 Memorial Day Weekend.

"Governor Cuomo has demonstrated a strong commitment to increasing access to the state's beautiful natural resources," Commissioner Martens said. "Upgrades to the Upper Saranac boat launch will allow outdoor enthusiasts easier access to recreate on this magnificent lake and will better protect the lake's water quality."

The boat launch, located at the intersection of County 46 and Back Bay Road, is one of two public boat launches that provide access to Upper Saranac Lake. The planned improvements include: constructing a new (2 lane) boat ramp; removing dock cribbing; installing new floating docks; regrading slopes to decrease steepness and decrease erosion; paving the entrance, ramp entrance and parking area; permanent stormwater pollution prevention measures; reconfiguring traffic patterns; upgrading bathroom facility; landscaping and planting; adding a dry hydrant for fire protection; and adding a boat rinse station to flush out bilges, live wells and areas containing water. 

Governor Cuomo included $6 million in NY Works funding in this year's budget to support creating 50 new land and water access projects to connect hunters, anglers, bird watchers and others who enjoy the outdoors to more than 380,000 acres of existing state and easement lands that have not reached their full potential. These 50 new access projects include building new boat launches, installing new hunting blinds and building new trails and parking areas. In addition, the 2014-15 budget includes $4 million to repair the state's fish hatcheries; and renews and allows expanded use of crossbows for hunting in New York State.

Camp owners and others that use the Upper Saranac Lake Boat Launch to take their boat off the lake for the winter will need to use private marinas to launch or retrieve boats during the reconstruction period, September 8, 2014 through May 15, 2015. Small boats can use the boat launch at DEC's Fish Creek Pond Campground. Shallow water at the boat launch and less than eight feet height between the water and the bottom of a campground road near the boat launch allows only small boats to use the Fish Creek Campground Boat Launch. There is no fee to launch or retrieve a boat, but there is an $8.00 parking fee for vehicles.

The renovated boat launch will be open for public use prior to Memorial Day Weekend 2015.

Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board Pete Innes reported that Jim Hayes is acting Captain for Larry DiDonato who has moved to a different position. Gene Kelly has stepped down from the Region 4, Director Position with Keith Goretz filling the position. 50 NYS access projects are proposed for this year thru DEC, 6 with in Region 4. Good Year Lake has two projects, Looking Glass Pond is undergoing a big project with new parking areas, a 60” trail around the perimeter, floating dock for handicapped access, and 6 to 12 foot holes to help with fishing areas are being dug. He also reported that the new Open Space Plan is still being reviewed which was suppose to be completed by last Spring and DEC is looking at acquiring some land parcels for Wildlife issues which haven’t been done in a very long time. Jerry Fraine, Region 4 Wildlife Manager- reported that the parking lot at Franklin Vly Pond located south of Middleburgh on Rte 145 along with removing some of the beaver dam which will lower the water level by about two feet.; this needs to be done so water flow will go toward the Catskill Creek instead of the Schoharie Creek. Bear complaints for 2014 in Region 4 are about average so far (117 complaints so far. There will be a new early Bear season this fall in WMU 4A, 4B, 4J, 4P and 4R from September 6 – September 21 (16 days) this will give the hunters a chance to reduce the bear population before the bears den up for the season.   The Fisher Management Plan is being review with a public comment period this fall. September youth days will be on the 27th & 28th for hunting water fowl. 
Chris VanMarren, Region 4 Fisheries Manager- Mohawk River -2 year study on flood waters effects fish spawning sights, will be working with SUNY Cobleskill students. DEC will do a fish survey on Canadarago Reservoir. Fish sampling of the Upper & Lower Gilboa/Blenheim Reservoirs was completed, Alewife & Bass are doing well, will continue with the Walleye stocking.  He reviewed the Public Fishing right a ways which NYS DEC has purchased over the years. Records are hard to maintain since many were purchased in the 1930s. New docks will be installed on Green Lake & one near Freeman Bridge on Mohawk. Cornell University did state wide survey on Bass – NYS has lowest use of bait fish because of expensive bait certification cost. NYS DEC Fish stocking this year 86% of brown trout, 2 year old brown trout 96%, 16 new trucks this year for NYS DEC delivering fish ($4 million). 83% stocking for last 10 years, ½ hour catch rate across state, $2 for each fish vs. $8 for two year olds. Very high mortality rate for stocked fish (merganser ducks). Need more duck hunters! NYS DEC looking at changing stocking policies because of access issues. DEC Apps available for cell phones. Signs are available from DEC for Fishing allowed. Next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on September 24th@ 6:30 PM at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.
SHOOTERS' COMMITTEE ON POLITICAL EDUCATION: SCOPE will be holding a meeting at 7PM on Friday, Sept 12th at 7PM at the Carlisle Town Hall for concerned citizens of Schoharie County who are interested in starting a SCOPE Chapter. SCOPE's purpose is to maintain the rights of individuals to own and use firearms for lawful purposes. Please see our website, scopeny.org, for our complete mission statement. The only way we can prevent the further erosion of our Second Amendment rights by politicians is to organize. New York's Governor and Legislature didn't consider your rights when they passed the UNSAFE Act with virtually no debate. They were able to do that because we were silent. It is now time to organize, register to vote and make sure that your elected representatives know that law abiding gun owners do indeed have a voice. (Some of them will be present at this meeting.) Gun control laws have almost always been directed at limiting the rights of law abiding citizens and have seldom been directed at the law breakers. I hope you will be able to help reverse this trend and sacrifice some of your time to help preserve your rights. We must act now before it's too late! Please make every effort to attend the startup meeting of Schoharie County SCOPE. You may contact me at 966-8560 (evenings) or narrowgate1@ymail.com.

West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.
SUNY Cobleskill College: The college students have requested a $500 donation to help with expenses for a trip up into Canada during the month of August.  Shawna Mitchell, President of the Wildlife & Fisheries club will supply more information at the June meeting. The students reported that Mallet pond needs the garbage picked up, promoting carry in/carry out. Parking area being used for parties with fire pit. College students are scheduling a clean up. Cobleskill Holding pond has a new ramp installed across the wet spot for access to trout pond; trash cans are provided but not being used, promote carry-in/carry-out, revamping the kayos bulletin board.      

 Schoharie County Pistol League: Contact for information – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603, Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Shooters welcome. There are three teams with shooting at three different clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: For information contact -  info@summitsnoriders.com  Donna Rivenberg 287-1961. Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Check out our website and try our web-cam. Next club meeting is March 17, 2014. 

Sharon Pathfinders Club: The club meetings are held on the 3rd Wed. of each month @ 7:00 PM. For meeting place check their website:  sharonpathfinders.org  POC: Greta Peterson 607-264-3262 callhome@OECBLUE.com 
Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club did stock $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of May. 
Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners -The chapter is working with the college students who want to start meeting at the college. For information contact:  Dave Hendrick Phone:  (518) 657-1787. 
Summit Conservation Club: The club did sponsor the June SCCA meeting. The club has finished their breakfast & stuffed pizza until next fall. Over 1500 stuffed pizza diners were sold this past winter.   

Schoharie County Trappers: Saturday, September 27, 8 AM New York Trappers educational Course, Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club, POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715  

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd.   
Schoharie CO. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The membership approved two $200 awards for a trout survey and invasive species presentations to the SUNY Cobleskill students. The college club is meeting on the second Monday of each month in the Home Economic Building. The meeting room is upstairs and to the right. Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road).  Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309 Website address: www.ClearwaterTU.org  
Whitetails Unlimited: The next meeting will be held in September to review the banquet auction package for the banquet which will be held on September 28th at the Best Western in Cobleskill. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited once again donated a 50 caliber Black Powder Gun to SCCA for their Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. The membership has also approved a $250 scholarship for Robert Gaige. The club also approved $350, to sponsor a youth for the DEC Summer camp program.   
Long Path North Hiking Club: Next meeting at the NYPA Blenheim Gilboa visitor’s center for our annual on September 6th. Watch for the next LPNHC newsletter, coming in August. Annual dues are due in September.  The membership is now at 181. Some of the hikes coming up are: Sept-Oct LP Section hikes, Albany-Schoharie Cos., up to 10 mi. day hikes, call Steve Seigard @ 915-2309 for dates & info. Sept 6 LPNHC Annual Membership Meeting, NY Power Authority Visitors Center, Rte. 30 Blenheim, 10:30 sharp. Sept 23 Schoharie County Health Fair, 10-2 at the County Office Building, stop by and say hi at our table.  Sept 28 Vroman’s Nose 31th Annual Hike, Mill Valley Road Parking Lot, Noon to 5:00, self guided, volunteers will be on hand to answer questions, sell shirts, take memberships and renewals. Oct 11 Riddell State Park, Mud (Quacking Bog) & Pine Lakes, 4-5 miles, call or e-mail Clarence for details. Oct 25 Joint hike with the Mohawk Valley Alpiners Hiking Club (MVA), LP from Treadlemire Rd. to Middleburgh, 5mi. call Mark or co-leader Kathy Miles @ 568-5372 for info. Nov 1 Huntersfield Mt. Ridge trail & lean-to, 5 miles, call our first-time leader Steve Babbitt for the details. Nov 2 Escarpment Trail from North Lake beach, 6-6.5 mi., & BBQ after, with a new leader for us, Don Allard. Nov 9 MHLC Keleher Preserve hike on their new land & trails, 4 miles, contact Marilyn for the details. Dec 7 Pine Bush Preserve; dune top view, Keikout Ravine & pine barrens, 3-4 miles, call Marilyn for more info. Dec 21 First Day of Winter, Charleston State Forest, Part 5, 2-4 miles depending on snow, call Mark for info. Jan 10 Leader’s choice hike, call Dan, the leader, for details. Jan 24 Annual cabin fever cook-out & snowshoe hike, call Carol for details. Feb 7 Featherstonhaugh State Forest, 2-3 mile snowshoe hike, leaders: Mark & Carol. Feb 21 Vly & Ice Wall along Pinnacle Creek, 5 miles followed by a tailgate party, meeting at Caroga Lake PO, joint hike with Mohawk Valley Alpiners, contact Kathy Miles @ 568-5372 or Mark for more info.  Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097, Steve Babbitt. Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Short sleeve shirt are $10, Long sleeve shirts are $20. Dues are due in September.  All members receive a newsletter. Trail maps are also available. For other questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 827-4386.  
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: 7 new members voted in with 5 more applications read at August’s meeting, 34 in attendance. 6 Dec. raffle tickets drawn. The new trap machine has been installed and up and running. Need help on Friday nights running the trap, 6:30PM – 9:30PM. Received payment from Grant request of $6,956.00 for cost of new trap machine. Scope representative, Dave Goslyn from Albany County review the need for sportsmen & women to stick together, get out and vote this coming November. Organization stated 49 years ago near Buffalo. Club voted to joint Scope Membership, encourages all members to join, cost is $25. Pink slips were mailed out to all Legislative Representatives because of poor performance. The cost of bill board along Interstate 787 was $6700 for one month. The December Raffle ticket is available. We need to get out there and sell. The profit from this raffle opens the doors to our club. You can get tickets to sell from Jeff & or Dick. They will have them at club meetings for hand outs. Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse). The membership reviewed the need of a new roof on the pavilion located on the shooting range. Discuss the mowing contract, will revisit next spring. Motion to donate $100 to Middleburgh Fire Department, voted on and passed. Discussed the extending of Archery building roof to meet club house roof, need more room in archery for registrations and holding area, need engineering study with prints. Discuss time frame for sheriff department use of shooting range, will meet with Sheriff Tony Desmond. Still need new window installations in Archery building, volunteers call Ed Labadia? Need another dumpster for Gun shooting range, approved. Someone removed the bright orange plate (target) from 350 yd line on shooting range, please bring back. All users of club house must clean up and empty garbage after each usage.             
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West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: Next meeting will be on September 2nd. The membership will hold their Fall picnic on Sept 20th at the Hamm Family farm. Please bring the target sheets back that day for the shoot offs ($20 Cash prizes instead of turkeys). The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses.       

 
SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on August 28th @ 7:00 PM to be held at the SCCA Fair booth in Cobleskill. Bring your folding chair.  
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