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                  SCCA minutes of meeting held at SUNY Cobleskill 

                                College on April 24, 2014.

                   SCCA’s President Liz Reinhart called the meeting to order at 7:15 with the pledge 
                of allegiance with 31in attendance. Clubs represented were Whitetails Unlimited, 

            Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Long Path North Hiking, Trout Unlimited, West Fulton Rod & Gun, Richmondville Fish & Game, Cave Country Riders, Wild Bore & Coon Skin Club, Schoharie County NWTF, and 14 students representing the SUNY Cobleskill Wildlife & Fisheries Society. April minutes were approved with a motion from Doug Handy seconded by Walt Zeh. The treasurer’s report for April was approved with a motion from Carl Stefanick, seconded by Michael Walchko. We will do the Board of Directors at the May meeting, because it didn’t get done in the April’s meeting. According to the SCCA by-laws, April is the Annual Meeting. Currently Carl Stefanick, John Hornauer and Bob Britton are named as the SCCA Board of Directors.  
The prizes for the Kayak raffle are all set and the tickets have been picked up and are being sold. Contact Mike Zeh 265-4961 if you want to help selling tickets.  2 each Kayaks or $500 is first prize. Michelle Linnane from Stonewall Boarding & Game Preserve who has agreed to donate a six bird (chukar) hunt for 2nd prize, Whitetails Unlimited donated a 50 cal. Black Powder Rifle for the third prize, Schoharie Ridge Runners (NWTF) has promise SCCA a framed print for 4th prize, Senator Seward & Assemblyman Lopez have both promise another $100 donation each for 5th & 6th prizes, NBT And Bank of Richmondville have agreed to supply $50 gift certificates each for 7th & 8th prize. Thank you Dick Shaul, Shaul’s Roofing for sponsoring the printing cost of the raffle tickets.

Carl Stefanik has finished the 2014 SCCA Activity Report for handing out at the Sunshine Fair. He has mailed copies to all the local libraries and gave some copies out at the Wildlife Festival in Cobleskill.
Carl Stefanick picked up the 2000 bags ordered for the fair booth. Hopefully DEC will provide bags next year.    

SCCA did set up tables on April 26th for the SUNY Cobleskill Wildlife Event and sold over $400 worth of Kayak raffle tickets. Carl Stefanick, Walt Zeh, Doug Handy, Liz Reinhart, Dave Wood and Mike Zeh sold tickets. 

SCCA membership approves the purchase of two bricks of 22 caliber bullets for the hunter safety program. Lock Stock & Barrel has already sold us one brick, will try for more as they come in.  Thank you Gary!!! 
Received a scholarship application from Jason Gagnon & Matthew Best for a project on the movement of small mouth bass in the Schoharie Creek between Central Bridge and Sloansville. They will do their presentation next semester splitting the $250 Dorwin Hamm Scholarship Award. Received another scholarship application from David Lucykanish who is analyzing the effect of zebra mussels on the recruitment of Lake Trout at Otsego Lake in Cooperstown. He will also do his presentation next semester.    

Shawna Mitchell and Alec LaLone did a presentation on a trip to Seattle, Washington who presented on a project study on Paddle Fish. These fish are native to Western New York State in the Allegany River. These fish are being raise at SUNY Cobleskill from 100mm to 450mm in length. The fish spawn in the river, not in ponds, are gill seekers eating plankton for food, good source for caviar (valuable). One reason the student like to attend these conferences is because the meet job contacts for after graduation from college.
Williams Day (memory of William Terry) at Gilboa Central School was cancelled but will be held next year.  

List of DEC Fish stocking for 2014 in Schoharie County. DEC did stock trout on April 25th meeting at the Gilboa post Office @10AM. The Holding Pond in Cobleskill received 160 Rainbow Trout 8.5 - 9.5 inches, 180 Brown Trout 8.5 - 9.5 inches, 225 Brown Trout 12 -15 inches, Mallet Pond in the town of Fulton will receive 160 Brown Trout 8 - 9 inches, 180 Rainbow Trout 8 - 9 inches, and the  West Kill in Blenheim will receive 440 Brown Trout 8 - 9 inches. On April 24 thru April 30 the NY Power Authority did their trout stocking at the Minekill State Park water access. Walleye stocking will be done later this summer.           
Spring schedule for Hunter Safety Classes: Shannan Smith will be taking over from Ray Zeh as County Coordinator for the hunter safety program here in Schoharie County.  Ray did this job for close to 14 years. Thank you Ray. This job is a volunteer position which requires about 30 days a year between Spring & Fall classes. Shannan phone # is 518-573-6196 & e-mail address is scars@midtel.net Please update your contact information.
Hunter Safety Course (Gun) Middleburgh Rod / Gun Club - 58 certificates were awarded on April 5th. 

Hunter Safety Course (Gun) Middleburgh Rod / Gun Club - 13 certificates were awarded on April 11th. 
Hunter Safety Course (Gun) Richmondville Fish and Game Club - 38 certificates were awarded on April 19th. 
Bow Hunter Safety Course (Bow) Middleburgh Rod/Gun Club - 57 certificates were awarded on May 10th. 

Bow Hunter Safety Course (Bow) at the Richmondville Fish and Game Club. 37 signed for the May 17 class.  

   Trapping Course was held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on March 29th with 35 certificates awarded.

Hunter Safety Instructors Course: On May 27 @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club along with a presentation of a plaque given to Connie Barber (in honor of Raymond Barber). 

Meeting with NYS DEC Commissioner Joseph Martens: A group of Sporting members (about 25) were invited for a meeting on March 27 @ the main NYS DEC office in Albany. Dave Wood and Mike Zeh were in attendances. Some of the others were Patricia Riexinger, Peter Innes, Gene Kelly, Tim Barnard, Dave McLean, Gary Shineman, Kevin Busch, Ray Grawlas and Harold Palmer. Some of the items reviewed were legalizing the Crossbow, use of the crossbow during archery season, setback distance from 500 feet to 150 feet, liability issues for land owners, $6 Million funding for access across NYS in budget, $4 Million for fish Hatcheries, NYS Safe Act (number of rounds legal in a weapon-10?), modifications to an assault weapon to change classification (Good Faith modification OK), Pistol permits (Recertifying permit – not renewals), hunting & fishing License issuing agents under new program (not better – just different system), paper fishing license legal, Access to Watervliet reservoir, Otsego lake NYS boat launch, flex stocking hours for stocking fish (Saturdays so students can help), request ECOs at Hunter Safety classes, increase fines for violators (hunting & fishing), increase parking area by Franklin Vlaie Pond and change hunting hours (1/2 hour before sunrise & ½ hour after sunset).             
New York State DEC: Tim Duffy promoted to Director of Law Enforcement – Congratulation Tim!!!! 
We are hearing Gene Kelly, Region 4 Director is leaving. Thank you Gene for all your support. 
	NYS Bear 2013 Harvest

	2013
Total
	2012
Total
	Recent
5-year Average
(2008-2012)
	Historical
Average
(1991-2000)

	Statewide
	1,358
	1,337
	1,288
	722

	Region 4 (9 counties)
	243
	
	
	

	Schoharie County 
	17
	12
	16
	

	Region 4 (9 counties)
	243
	
	
	

	NYS Deer 2013 Harvest

	2013
Total
	2012
Total
	Recent
5-year Average
(2008-2012)
	

	Statewide
	243,567
	242,957
	229,439
	

	Schoharie County
	2757
	2713
	
	

	Town of Middleburgh
	221
	
	
	

	Town of Fulton
	209
	
	
	

	Town of Jefferson
	241
	
	
	

	Town of Gilboa
	227
	
	
	

	Town of Richmondville
	228
	
	
	

	Town of Schoharie 
	227
	
	
	


Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board Jerry Fraine – Region 4 Big Game Manager reviewed the follows: 2500 state wide test for CWD – No positive test. 22 states now have CWD, each year this number grows. He reviewed the 2013 deer harvest numbers breaking down the numbers by counties within Region 4. He stated that bear complaints were down last year from previous years. He reviewed the fisher survey stating a 65%  positive results with Region 4F having 81%. He reviewed a new regulation which prohibits hunting or trapping of free-ranging Eurasian boars in New York State. The regulation is designed to ensure maximum effectiveness of DEC's statewide eradication efforts. He reviewed the survey/tagging of turkeys in Region 4. 79 hens were trapped, banded and 6 were tagged with radio transmitters so movements can be monitored. He reviewed the crossbow regulation stating hunters need an on-line course- self certification available on NYS DEC website. He reviewed the new state grants which are available after May 15th ($1,000 - $15,000). He stated that seasonal staffing has been approved for 4 days a week or 80% of the time. Joe Nelson was rehired for Wildlife Management with approval for two more seasons. A new position for Song bird & Bat survey approved, federally funded.

Chris Van Maaren – Region 4 Fish Manager reviewed the following: For boat launches – Goodyear Lake (car top boat launch), Milford (car top boat launch), Looking Glass Pond Trial around pond, fish survey, spillway rehab, parking lot repaired. He stated that fish stocking has been pushed back because of cold temperatures, stocking will continue into May. Attended a warm water fishery meeting considering stocking of tiger musky and walleye. He said that this will be the last year of a walleye stocking program for Canadarago Lake with maintenance stocking after that. Possibly switching Schoharie County to a two year old trout stocking because of Merganser ducks eating fingerlings, doing surveys on lower Unadilla, Otsego, Blenheim/Gilboa, Canadarago and Lower Schoharie for Bass. 
Gene Kelly, Region 4 Director – Reviewed NYS DEC Budget approved, $4 Million to repair fish hatcheries, Free fishing days from 2 to 8 days a year, new license plates for vehicles (hunting, fishing0, and NY State Parks Passes. He reviewed Operation River Run where ECO’s increased coverage to protect violators protecting walleyes, strip bass, and herring. He reviewed the meeting which Commissioner Martens held with Region 4 Sports men & women.  We asked the FWMB for support for plastic bags for hand outs at County fairs and posted signs. Next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on June 25th @ 6:30 PM at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881. 
Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004. 
Middleburgh Ridge Runner’s Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held on 2nd Wednesday from Oct – April. @ Pasta Grill in Middleburgh. For more information call 518-285-6473 or 518-295-8554.
SUNY Cobleskill College: The college students sponsored a Ducks Unlimited Banquet on 4/17/14 6PM-9PM @ SUNY Cobleskill Bouck Ballroom making a profit of $9,000 with 120 in attendance. The college students held their Wildlife Festival on April 26th at the Cobleskill Park. It was a little windy but they ended up with a good crowd. Several large trout were caught which made the kids real happy. I’m hearing that they stocked some 2-5 lbs breeder trout. SCCA did setup a display for the day. The students reported that Mallet pond needs the garbage picked up, promoting carry in/carry out. Parking area being used for parties with fire pit. College students are scheduling a clean up. Cobleskill Holding pond has a new ramp installed across the wet spot for access to trout pond; trash cans are provided but not being used, promote carry-in/carry-out, revamping the kayos bulletin board.      

 The students gave the SCCA members an update on the construction projects at the college. New Hatchery this summer with several larger fish tanks, new dorms being built, new meat processing lab, new classrooms, new taxidermy lab,  new retile room with a whale skeleton hanging from the ceiling.
Eric Malone reported that there was a big winter fish kill this past season, just because you didn’t see any fish floating doesn’t mean that fish didn’t die. Fish sink to the bottom after dying during the winter when there is a lack of oxygen because of snow cover and thick ice. 
Schoharie County Pistol League: Contact for information – Dick Shaul 528-827-4687, Jim Hilt 607-538-9603 or Hank Mulbury 518-296-8492. Looking for shooters, there are three teams with shooting at three different clubs. 
Summit Sno Riders: Call our snow phone at (518)-287-1818 for up-to-the-minute trail conditions. There was a Snowmobile Safety Class on Dec. 7th from 9AM -6PM For more information contact -  info@summitsnoriders.com  Donna Rivenberg 287-1961. Club Meeting - 7pm Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Check out our website and try our web-cam. Next club meeting is March 17, 2014. 

Sharon Pathfinders Club: The club meetings are held on the 3rd Wed. of each month @ 7:00 PM. For meeting place check their website:  sharonpathfinders.org  POC: Greta Peterson 607-264-3262 callhome@OECBLUE.com 
Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The next club meeting will be scheduled and advertised in the SCCA newsletter. The club plans on stocking $600 worth of tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond during the month of May. Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. POC - call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners -The chapter is working with the college students who want to start meeting at the college. The NWTF Banquet was held on April 5, 2014 @ Elks Lodge in Esperance, NY with over 70 in attendance, raffled or auctioned 7 guns. For information contact:  Dave Hendrick Phone:  (518) 657-1787. 
Summit Conservation Club: The club has finished their breakfast & stuffed pizza until next fall.   

Schoharie County Trappers: Ken Hellijas reported the trapper’s course was held on March 29th @ the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Registration was done using the DEC website and the class was full two weeks before the scheduled date with a waiting list. The week before the class date cancellations started coming in and the class ended up not being full. POC is Kenny Hellijas: klhellijas@hotmail.com  518-234-3715  

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or club property located on High View Rd.   
Schoharie CO. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: The college club is meeting on the second Monday beginning in Feb. in the Home Economic Building. The meeting room is upstairs and to the right. Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road).  Clear Water Chapter meeting held 3rd Monday of each month at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave. Ext. off Exit 5 of I-90 (Everett Road). Clearwater Chapter of TU PO Box 9686 Schenectady, NY 12309 Website address: www.ClearwaterTU.org  
Whitetails Unlimited: The next meeting will be held on June 2 for reviewing the banquet package to order for September’s banquet. At the April meeting the secretary case one vote and reinstated the same slate of officers which was held @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has once again donated a 50 caliber Black Powder Gun to SCCA for their Kayak Raffle held at the end of the Schoharie County Fair in Cobleskill. The membership has also approved to sponsor a youth for DEC Camp.  
Long Path North Hiking Club: Next meeting will be at the Schoharie Library on July 17th, 6PM.  The membership is now at 181. The members who have not paid their 2013 dues by September will be dropped. Had several hikes during March, April & May. Planning a highway clean-up on May 22. POC is Harold Guest – 827-6514. Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, Dan Kwaitkowski 827-8377, George Spohn 518-505-7097. Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Short sleeve shirt are $10, Long sleeve shirts are $20. Dues are due in September.  All members receive a newsletter. Trail maps are also available. For other questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 827-4386.  
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: 8 new members voted in with 3 more applications read at May’s meeting, 39 in attendance. 22 shoots will start again on June 10th on Tuesday nights every other week – 5 PM – John Osinski is POC. The plaque in memory of Ray Barber is hanging up at the club. Grant application for new trap machine has been approved, trap machine has been received waiting on installation, and new trap building has been completed. Should receive about $7000 from grant program when new trap machine is installed. The guns are in for the next December Raffle, ticket are printed so you can get tickets to sell. See Jeff & or Dick for tickets. Club will sponsor two $250 scholarships; one for Senior at Middleburgh High School and other to a club member’s relative graduating this year, going to college. Dead line for applications are May 15th.  Club has approved and sponsored two youths to NYS DEC Camp. Fishing derby at the club on June 14th. POCs will be Steve Czachor and Ed Lindsey.  Joe Moore, 827-4482 POC - club calendar for reservations (Use of clubhouse). Four new windows for the Archery range building have been received and are being installed. The archery range building roof has been completed. Robert Gaige requested permission to rebuild the outdoor archery targets for an Eagle Scout project. Membership approved $350 funding to cover material for 14 targets. Joe Kopacz received a complaint from our Chris Pollack, person living at the end of our driveway concerning dust. His wife has just had lung surgery. He requested that the club do something to control dust and to ask membership to slow down going in or out on the road. He stated that people were driving so fast that gravel stones were flying up breaking the windows in his garage.     
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club: The Club had its Spring fever party at Pee Wee’s in Breakabeen on RTE 30 on May 10th. There were only about 45 in attendance. Next meeting will be on June 3. The May meeting was held at the Wesley Laraway animal rehabilitator farm on Lama Lane of the Huntersland Road in Middleburgh. They received a complete tour of the facilities with about 25 members. The membership approved a donation of $750 which was given to Wesley that night. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Than You Take“. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses.       
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SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/ Anyone with information for the SCCA newsletter can send it to my e-mail address. mzeh4@nycap.rr.com The next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting will be held on May 22nd @ 7:00 PM to be held at the Curtis Mott Building @ SUNY Cobleskill. 
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