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          SCCA minutes of meeting held at Richmondville
Fish & Game Club in Richmondville on 
September 27, 2012.

Attendance is needed from each club for their

 input on club activities.

SCCA President, Raymond Zeh, called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM with 29 in attendances counting 13 students from SUNY Cobleskill. There were 9 clubs represented. Clubs represented were West Fulton Rod & Gun, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Whitetails Unlimited, Cave Country Riders, Coon Skinners, Long Path Hikers, Richmondville Fish & Game, Schoharie County Ridge Runners, Trout Unlimited, Schoharie Co. FWMB representatives, and SCCA Association members.  Dave Wood made a motion to accept the August/September minutes from the last meeting, seconded by Doug Handy. John Hornauer made a motion to accept the September treasurer’s report, seconded by Walter Zeh. A vote of the membership approved the minutes & treasurer’s reports. Our club continues to grow. We currently have 15 different Club Associations that have paid their annual $30 dues. There are still 3 which haven’t paid yet. There also three clubs from the college which are exempt from dues. We also currently have 46 individuals who have paid their $10 dues.    
SCCA membership did approve the purchasing of a software program (Microsoft Word 2010) for Secretary.
SCCA did participate in the Wildlife Festival held at NYPA Blenheim Gilboa Power Visitor’s Center on September 22nd. Bill Rightmyer & Son, Cody helped with removing the SCCA setup at the end of the day.
Latham Food bank is Sponsoring the cost of cutting up the venison this year for all the deer donated through the Venison Donation Program. Marlow’s in Howe Cave and Blues in Gallupville will be doing the butchering. Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has again donated a Blackpowder gun to encourage hunters to donate a whole deer to the program. A raffle winner with all the donator’s names available will be drawn after season closes.
 Reviewed NYSCC elections. New President Chuck Parker needs our support. Looking to fill an open vacancy for Legislative Representative Vice President. Reviewed four resolutions voted on at Annual meeting. #1 Increase fines for hunting over established bait, #2 Crossbow Regulation Authority for DEC, #3 Continuation of Lifetime License Sales and #4 Air Gun Resolution for Big Game.         
 
Hunter Safety Courses: POC are Raymond Zeh - E-Mail raymondzeh@gmail.com and Raymond Barber E-mail robcob1@verizon.net.   During the past year these are the number of classes, dates, locations and students trained during 2012. 

                                                        Totals students                Ladies in the class
Bowhunter
    Middleburgh        May 12------------32 -----------------------------10
    Richmondville     Aug 25-------------32-------------------------------6
    Middleburgh        Sept 15------------64------------------------------16
 
Total


          128


    32

Gun
    Middleburgh        Apr 6-7--------------27-----------------------------7
    Middleburgh        Apr 13-14-----------30----------------------------10
    Richmondville     Apr 20-21-----------16------------------------------5
    Richmondville     Sept 7-8--------------24------------------------------8
    Middleburgh        Sept 21-22----------50-----------------------------23
    Middleburgh        Sept 28-29----------56-----------------------------20
    Conesville            Oct 5-6---------------40-----------------------------18
 
Total


             243

                   91
Trapper
    Middelburgh        Apr 6-7--------------31-------------------------------1
Middleburgh        Sept 28-29----------57-------------------------------5


Total 


               88


         6
Pheasant stocking for Schoharie County: DEC did stock pheasants at several sites on September 28th.  Correction to where DEC started. Richmondville Mobil Station @ 9:00AM on 9/28. There were a total of 90 cocks and 63 hens stocked 4 different dates into October between 7 or 8 sites. Here is a list of the sites stocked. Junior hunters can hunt these sites, which are designated below "YH", with a good chance of finding released birds. Sites designated "RS" are locations where birds will be released for the Regular Season. 
Broome - Franklinton Vlaie Wildlife Management Area. (YH, RS) 

Conesville - Bear Kill Rd. NYCDEP land near Brand Rd. and Karlau Rd. (YH, RS) 

Conesville - CCC Road off of South Mountain Road at Green County line; clear cuts on South Mountain State 


       Forest. (YH, RS) 

Richmondville - Lape Road. (YH, RS) 

Richmondville - Beards Hollow Road. (YH, RS) 

Schoharie - Sunnyside Road to Deere Lane (private road). (YH, RS)  

 
Region 4 - New York Fish & Wildlife Management Board: 9/26/12 – $1000 Funding approved for Region 4 FWMB for 2012-2013 budget to be used for travel reimbursement and per diem. Peter Innes reported on the Open Space Plan revisions for 2013. Very little funding available for land purchases. NYC DEP is looking at transferring 500 acres located in Green County to NYS DEC to increase access for sports men & women. Taxes will continue to be paid. There is now over 50,000 NYC DEP acres of land available for hunting and fishing with no access permit required. There are 20,000 NYC DEP acres available which does require an access permit for hunting & fishing. Pete Innes is interviewing applicants for the new Fish Manager position for Region 4. Should be filled by end of October. NYS DEC will increased interest on the Mohawk Valley for water quality and mapping flood zones using Environmental funding working with other agencies. While working on an Adapt a Natural Resource Project, a volunteer was killed from a falling tree. DEC is increasing training and safety equipment requirements for all future projects. DEC will monitor the construction of the proposed Propane Gas Pipeline from Pennsylvania to Northern Schoharie County issuing all necessary permits for stream crossing and checking water quality. Moose killed in Columbia Co. (Brain Disease).  Eagles are doing great, four nest inspected. NYS DEC is tagging fish in the Hudson River looking for wintering areas for largemouth bass and Sturgeon. 
Region 4 Fisheries were notified on June 23, 2010, of an unusual fish species found in a tributary to the Manor Kill in Schoharie County. Fisheries staff identified these fish as some kind of aquarium loach (known by many names, eg dojo loach, oriental weathervane). Three subsequent visits to the Manor Kill headwaters since June 30, 2010, have turned up almost 200 loaches of various sizes (multiple age groups) indicating the establishment of a breeding population. Loach are native to Eastern Asia, with a high invasive potential (facultative air breathers found in many US states) and known to compete for food items with other fishes. Their potential impact on stream systems is unknown but will likely be negative on resident fishes. The Manor Kill is a pristine trout stream with limited resources for brown, brook, and rainbow trout. It is unknown if loach have found their way downstream into the Schoharie Reservoir, an impoundment on Schoharie Creek that empties into the Mohawk River. Region 4 Fisheries plan to examine the entire watershed to determine the range of this nuisance species.

A Power Point presentation showed the Feral Pig population spreading across NYS. They are destroying habitat along corn fields. DEC's goal is to eradicate feral swine from New York's landscape. Feral swine in New York can have tremendous negative impacts on native plants, native wildlife, livestock, agriculture, and humans.      

Looking Glass Pond will require a Maintenance Management program to flush spillway. Need NYS Dam Safety approval for any modification to spillway. Looking at an installation of a floating dock. Lime project has been put on hold until the winter of 2014 so pond can refill completely and new ice can form so liming can be administered.


Environmental Trail behind Middleburgh Elementary School has been put on hold because of funding issues. 


NYS Forest Practice Board has been disbanded by the NYS Legislation Senate & Assembly. 

NYS DEC is currently interviewing candidates for a 2013 Academy for 31 Encon Officers and 19 Forest Rangers. 

NYS CONSERVATION COUNCIL: Subject: NYSCC 2012 Election Results: NYSCC President - Chuck Parker, from  Reg. 7, Oswego County; 1st Vice President - Dan Owen, Reg. 4, from Delaware County; 2nd Vice President - Scott Faulkner, from Region 6, Oneida County; Secretary - Don Sage, from Region 5, Essex County; Treasurer - Jim Edic, Region 6, Oneida County. Legislative Vice President – Vacant.  Wally John turned down the position for personal reasons. 

FIELD REPORT: YOUTH DEER HUNT A POSITIVE EXPERIENCE FOR NEW YORK HUNTERS


Columbus Day weekend, October 6-8, marked the state’s first youth firearms deer hunt and reports from the field indicate the youth deer hunt was a success for many junior hunters as they learned about New York’s rich deer hunting tradition under the watchful eyes of experienced mentors, New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) Commissioner Joe Martens announced today.  
During the youth deer hunt, junior hunters (ages 14-15) with a big game hunting license were eligible to take one deer of either sex with a firearm when properly accompanied by a licensed and experienced adult. The number of Junior Hunting license holders who were eligible to participate at least one day of the youth hunt was 12,753.   To date, junior hunters have reported taking 486 deer, though hunters have 7 days to report their kill.  DEC anticipates the final harvest estimate for the youth deer hunt will be higher after all reports are in and the harvest is calculated. Additionally, New York’s junior hunters demonstrated why mentored youth have the greatest safety record of all hunters across the nation; no hunting related shooting incidents were reported during the youth deer hunt. 

 
NYS Power Authority & Minekill State Park: Nine Schoharie and Delaware County First Responder organizations were recognized on Wednesday, September 19, as NYPA representatives presented them with more than $207,000 in grants. NYPA President and CEO Gil C. Quiniones and Lynn Hait, regional manager, Central New York, were joined by state elected officials at the Special Funding Presentation, which was held at NYPA's Blenheim-Gilboa Visitors Center. The grants will aid in efforts to rebuild equipment and systems capabilities that were affected by Tropical Storms Irene and Lee last year. NYPA will soon begin to repair shoreline erosion caused by Tropical Storm Irene last summer along the Schoharie Creek, just north of the Blenheim-Gilboa Pumped Storage Power Project (B-G). The public fishing area, located off Power Plant Road near the B-G project’s North Gate, will be closed for safety reasons while workers rebuild the embankment. Heavy equipment will be used to dig out soil from the stream bed and then reinforce the embankments with rocks and gravel. The work is not expected to affect the water flow of Schoharie Creek, and access to shoreline fishing will continue to be available for anglers along the shores of the power plant’s upper and lower reservoirs. 

West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881or Vice President Todd Bartholomew @ 827-4793. 

Conesville Rod & Gun Club:  Club member donated gun case to hunter safety program. Meeting is held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To become a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For more information contact Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004.


SUNY Cobleskill College: Justin Sheward & Rick Clark will be resurveying Panther Creek & House creek to compare this to the survey done about five years ago. Mark Cornwell has all the data from the previous survey. 

Summit Sno Riders:  info@summitsnoriders.com  Vicki Swartout 294-8946. Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Maps may be purchased for $5 at the Conservation club or surrounding businesses. Landowners can find valuable information regarding their protection under the New York State General Obligations law with our landowner information brochure. Nestled in the hilltops between the Catskills and the Adirondacks, Summit offers the highest elevations in Schoharie County. Our elevation, roughly 2400 feet, combined with our extensive trail system gives us some of the best snowmobiling in New York. Call our snow phone at (518)-287-1818 for up-to-the-minute trail conditions. Trails are currently closed. 


Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  


Coby Fish & Game Club:  The club meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM @ in the Community Room at the Cobleskill Community Library.  


Conesville Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To be a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For information call Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners - We are planning to provide 20 turkeys to the poor of Schoharie County for Thanksgiving. Any and all turkey feather tails and needed!  Our Favorite Turkey Feather Artist, Deb Brosnan has been selected and signed a contract to provide over 1000 feather prints within this year. So if you get a turkey this fall, cut the tail off, freeze it and plan to meet Liz on Saturday in November to get them to Debbie. Any questions call Liz 673-3965 or email: donzil@frontiernet.net The chapter is planning another banquet in the spring of 2013. Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) donated a new 20 gage shotgun for the hunter safety class usage. 
  Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or the club property.   

Schoharie CO. Chapter of Trout Unlimited: Meetings are now held at the Albany Ramada located on Watervliet Ave Extension just off Exit 5 of I-90. This will continue through the December 2012 meeting. The Schoharie County Chapter has a satellite group meeting at the in the Curtis Mott bldg. @ SUNY Cobleskill College. POC is Dan Drake 931-249-3934 or Mike Walchko – 518-234-4192. Admission to our meetings is free and public is always invited. 
Trout Unlimited Has Been Fighting for Coldwater Fisheries Conservation for 53 Years.  

Whitetails Unlimited: Our Banquet/Auction was a big success.  Our local chapter will profit close to $2000. The money we receive is turned in to the National Headquarters and they send 50% of the profit back to our local chapter to be used for scholarships, Camp Colby youth registration sponsorships, Venison Donation Program and Encon Officer equipment. Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 

Long Path North Hiking Club: What is LPNHC? The Long Path North Hiking Club was formed by volunteers in 1994 to help build and maintain the LP from the Catskill Forest Preserve north thru Schoharie, Albany and Schenectady counties. The club also organizes hike outings, publishes newsletters and performs highway clean-ups on NYS Rte. 30 through NYS DOT’s Adopt-A-Highway program. Total Membership is now at 216. Website for club has been updated. Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, George Spohn 518-505-7097. Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Dues are due in September.  At the 19th Annual Meeting on Sept 15th Mark Traver received the Ken Lloyd Award for his carpentry/bridge work along with organizing work parties and maintenance to trails, as per Carol “Have Clippers Will Travel”.   All members receive a newsletter. Some of the up coming club outings are: Oct  27 - Riddell State Park & Mud Lake about 4 miles Call Clarence Putnam at (607) 538-9569 or email clput@wildblue.net; Nov 1 - highway cleanup call Harold Guest (new volunteers needed) call Harold Guest at (518) 827-5995; Nov 10 - Sherrill & North Dome 6.5 miles, trail-less Catskill peaks call Mark Atchinson (518) 827-7655 or email bigmarka@midtel.net; Nov 17 - Moccason Kill & Great Flats Nature Trails 3 miles call  Mark Traver at (518) 295-8039; Dec 10 - Charleston State Forest 5 miles call Mark Traver at (518) 295-8039; Dec 21 - Double Top 6 miles, trail-less Catskill peak call Carol Traver (518) 295-8039; Jan 12 - Leaders Choice call Dan Kwaitowski (518) 827-8377 for details; Jan 26 - Annual cabin fever cook out & hike call Carol Traver (518) 295-8039; Feb 9 - Leaders Choice call Dan K(518) 827-8377 for details; Feb 23 - Mine Kill State Park - NY Power Authority trails, 3 - 4 mile snowshoe hike call Clarence Putnam at (607) 538-9569 or email clput@wildblue.net. Happy Trails For other dues-related questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 827-4386 PO Box 200, West Fulton, NY. 
Summit Conservation Club:  The clubhouse is located at 109 Club Rd. Summit, NY 12175 – phone 287-1710 (located just off Bear Gulch Rd). The meetings are held on the third Monday @ 7 PM of each month. The clubhouse is on the main snowmobile trail. It’s one of the first places in the area to get snow. Always looking for new members.  

Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club: 33 in attendance @ the meeting on 10/4. 14 new members voted in and 5 more new applications read to be voted on next month. Trap on Friday nights starting at 6 PM. POC is Dave Simmons. Ted Schreick is checking into a grant to help club to purchase a new trap machine ($5000 plus). Election committee is Dave Wood, Bob Britton, and Mike Zeh. Anyone interested in running for office in December please call. Bob Britton is POC for the Dec. raffle again. Still have over 150 Tickets to hand out to sellers. School taxes were paid, almost $1800.  Need to sell these tickets to pay the club’s bills. Dave Simmons (Middleburgh NAPA) has again sponsor tickets. The project of outdoor archery range, targets and shooting lanes which Robbie Gaige was doing for an Eagle Scout project has been delayed until January 1st. The Cobleskill college students will assist him then. The college students are shooting archery on Friday nights (14 to 28 shooters) Last week there were 28 shooters. The Schoharie County Youth Program donated $100 to the archery program @ Middleburgh R&G. Schoharie County Sheriff’s officers are currently using the club’s shooting ranges for practice and qualifications requirements during the month of October. The new club secretary is Sarah Briggs.  The Boys Scouts are camping at the club on Dec 7th & 8th.  Christmas Party will be held on the 15th of Dec.  A large fisher was captured on a trial camera in the town of Gilboa.  Encourage club website visit. middleburghrg.com. POC call Joe Kopacz - phone 518-868-4594.      

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club:  The next meeting will be held on November 6th. The club has had several reports concerning bears in the area. Trail cameras have captured four adult bears in one picture and another report of the soul with three clubs.  These were taken near the Sawyer Hollow Rd in West Fulton. There is also a big concern about local pigs causing damage to state lands and local personal properties. The club will sponsor two more Dorwin Hamm Scholarships this fall. Justin Sheward & Rick Clark will be resurveying Panther Creek & House creek to compare this to the survey done about five years ago. Mark Cornwell has all the data from the previous survey. This project would be funded by the Timothy Murphy Run account. The club is also looking at sponsoring a project, working with the Boy Scouts Troop #2 on the Wet Land Project located behind the Middleburgh Elementary School, repairing the 900 foot Environmental Walkway.  The club did host the Timothy Murphy Run on October 6th. There were over 130 registrations. Gerald Hamm published another informational booklet about the area and different things happening. The NYPA helped pay for the printing. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Then You Take“. This motto continues of strong membership & support of local businesses. The West Fulton Fire Dept. Auxiliary is starting the breakfasts 7AM – 11AM on Oct 28, Nov 5, Jan 27, Feb 24, Mar 24, Apr 28.    
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SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/  My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com   Please send association club information. Mike   

Next SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting: October 25, 2012, @ 7:00 PM to be held at the SUNY Cobleskill College in the Curtis Mott building.         
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