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SCCA minutes of meeting held at SUNY Cobleskill

College on January 26, 2012.  Attendance 

is needed from each club for their input on club activities

SCCA President, Raymond Zeh, called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM with 48 in attendances with 9 clubs represented. Clubs represented were West Fulton Rod & Gun, Middleburgh Rod & Gun, Whitetails Unlimited, Cave Country Riders, Coon Skinners, Long Path Hikers, Trout Unlimited, Richmondville Fish & Game, West Fulton Snowmobile Club, Schoharie Co. FWMB representatives, NYSPA Wildlife Task Force members, and SCCA Association members.  Also in attendances were Town Supervisors, Phil Skowfoe (Town of Fulton), Gene Malone (Town of Schoharie), and Sandra Manko (Town of Sharon) Pete Nichols from Schoharie County Soil & Water was also there for questions. There were about 25 students from SUNY Cobleskill along with Professor Kevin Berner. Gerald Hamm made a motion to accept the December’s minutes from the last meeting.  This was seconded by Doug Handy. Willy Karlau made a motion to accept the January’s treasurer’s report, seconded by Dave Wood.  A vote of the membership approved both motions. 

Discussions on the flood and how the NYPA @ Blenheim handled the releasing of water were major concerns. We were told that the lost of electrical power had a big impact on how the gates were controlled. 

Motion was made by our new President to have SCCA pay for the minnows for the up coming ice fishing derbies. Seconded by Dave Wood.  Another Motion to pay for two Camp Coby ($350 each) Both were passed by membership.
Some discussion on scholarship projects. Discuss Line Creek project – Shade covering dogwood or willow to help control temperature or tribbs to slow water flow down. DEC program Mohawk Water Tributary Stream Bank Restore.

New Stone Dock at Franklin Vly.
Carl Stefanik is currently working on the 2012 SCCA Booklet. These will be available for our fair exhibit.  

Guest Speaker: Senator James Seward: He thanked SCCA for the invitation and was happy to see all the students and some of the local town supervisors in attendance. He gave a Framed Certificate from the State of New York Executive Chamber with the NYS Seal and the pen used by Governor Andrew Cuomo and Secretary to the Governor, Larrence Schwartz, to sign the Bill into law to Michael Zeh who had initiated Senator James Seward and Assemblyman Robert Reilly to sponsor Legislative Bill Numbers S2363A & 4729-A. This legislation act amended the environmental conservation law, in relation to eliminating term limits for Regional and State fish and wildlife management boards. This bill was passed in the Assembly last May and also passed in the Senate last June, and delivered to Governor Cuomo in September who signed the bill on the 7th of November of 2011 as Chapter 511 of the Laws of 2011.  This new law allows representatives to serve on the Fish & Wildlife Management Board with no time limits.  The County Board of Supervisors appoints representatives to serve on the regional boards.  The State Board is made up of regional representatives. There are nine regions in the state. Each county has a Legislative Representative, a Land Owner Representative and a Sportsmen Representative. Each Region FWMB elect three representatives to serve on the State FWMB.  The Senator also reviewed that Governor Cuomo had shifted 65 Environmental Conservation Officers from the General Fund to Conservation Fund costing the Sportsmen $6.1 million more. He mentioned that the language change to the Governor’s budget proposal was made to stop the Office Of Budget from transferring monies from the Conservation Fund to the General Fund which was holding up or possible stopping Federal Funding such as Pittman-Robertson (surchages on sporting goods). Senator Seward also discussed a big push for funding for Dam Safety & Stream Restorations. He reviewed that the Governor wants to eliminate COBLIS which is costing the NYS Tax payers over $1 million a year to operate with no history of being use to convict or prosecute to date.  

Senator Seward did discuss the proposed Hard Boat landing at Goodyear Lake along with the parking problems at Otsego (GlimmerGlass) Lake. He talked about the issues of repair of different streams from the recent flooding. One question was asked about dredging the Schoharie Creek from Blenheim to Mohawk River.Nickerson Park lose 110 camp sites to the flooding, Green County Red (Clay) was discussed, Betty Brook Pools are gone – need repair, Dam at Richmondville has been flagged, Hydrofracking Gas Drilling was reviewed along with leasing permits being pulled. Another question was asked about Rod & Gun Clubs being exempt for land & school taxes – He said he would need a resolution from the club.             

Communications: Received an E-mail from Norm McBride. Fish are safe to eat from the flooded waterways.  In response to your previous inquiry about Schoharie Creek and elsewhere, Wayne Richter coordinated with Tony Forti of NYS Department Of Health on the response below.

Here is a paragraph. If the concern is only with bacteriological contamination, it could be simplified by omitting the third to last and next to last sentences.

Although a lot of sewage and septic material, as well as some petroleum products, were undoubtedly washed into streams, with dilution and the passage of time problems from these materials are unlikely to be of any more concern now than before the flooding. People should always follow the good sanitary practices advised by the New York State Department of Health: "Wash hands and surfaces often when preparing fish, and keep raw foods separate. Cook fish and shellfish thoroughly before eating." DEC's experience with bioaccumulating chemical contaminants suggests that any levels in the water elevating by flooding will return to near pre-flood levels shortly after the flood ends. Because fish contaminant levels depend mainly on long term exposure, we would expect little change in the fish unless the flooding uncovered a major unknown source of chemical contamination. The New York State Department of Health offers comprehensive advice about fish consumption (http://www.health.ny.gov/environmental/outdoors/fish/health_advisories).

Receive a copy of the Schoharie County Resolution No. 22 approving/confirming the appointments Supervisor Representatives Donald Bradow & Alternate Earl Van Wormer, Sportsmen Representative Carl Stefanik & Alternate Michael Zeh and Landowner Representatives David Wood & Alternate Gerald Hamm to the Region IV Fish Wildlife Management Board through December 31, 2013.    

SCCA Dues are due January 2012.  We have received annual dues from eight of the clubs and about 15 individual members so far this year. Club Association dues are $30 annually. Each club officer and delegate receives a SCCA Newsletter monthly by mail or e-mail. Please fill out a new registration form and send with your dues.  Only a few individual members have paid their $10 annual dues. Individual dues are $10 annually. SCCA has between 15 – 18 clubs who pay Association dues each year.  SCCA has between 50 – 60 individuals who pay $10 annual dues each year. Please send them in!! This helps to cover the cost of the envelopes, labels, postage, paper, and ink for the newsletters which are mailed out each month. We mail out close to 140 letters each month and send out e-mail to over 200 individuals each month. Send dues to P.O. Box 325 Central Bridge, NY 12035.   

Hunter Safety Courses: POC is Raymond Zeh - E-Mail raymondzeh@gmail.com 

Courses are free and required to buy your Hunting Licenses.     

Bow Hunter Safety Course - Middleburgh Rod/Gun Club, Middlefort RD, Middleburgh, NY. Date of course May 12, 2012 (8 AM to 4 PM) - Sign-up on May 7, 2010 (7 to 8 PM) at the club. Need to bring proof of Age (Bow hunter need this to hunt with a bow) Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up

Gun Hunter Safety Course at Middleburgh Rod / Gun Club - Middlefort Rd, Middleburgh. NY. Sign-up on April 2, 2012 (7 to 8 PM) at the Club. You must pre-register and show proof of age. Must be 11 year old or older.   Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up. Course Date on April 6, 2012 (6 to 9 PM) and April 7, 2012 (8 AM to 4 PM). Must attend both days.  

 Gun Hunter Safety Course at Middleburgh Rod / Gun Club - Middlefort Rd, Middleburgh. NY/ Sign-up on April 9, 2012 (7 to 8 PM) at the Club. You must pre-register and show proof of age. Must be 11 year old or older.    Children under 16 must have a legal guardian to sign up. Course Date on April 13, 2012 (6 to 9 PM) and April 14, 2012 (8 AM to 4 PM). Must attend both days. Contact e-mail raymondzeh@gmail.com

 Gun Hunter Safety Course at the Richmondville Rod / Gun Club. Course Date is On April 20, 2012 (6 to 9:30 PM) and April 21, 2012. Sign up on April 16, 2012 (7 to 8 Pm) at the Richmondville Village Office across from the Richmondville Fire Station. Class limited to 30 students. Must bring proof of age and if under 16, need a legal guardian to sign with you. 11 years and up to take course, must attend both days.  POC is Steve Kosier 231-3176. 
Trapper Course @ Middleburgh Rod &Gun Club, sign up April 2nd 7-8 PM Class date April 6 (6-9 PM) April 7 (8-4 PM) Must attend both classes. POC is Ray Barber 518-231-7071. 
NYPA: Will contact Steve Ramsey to set up a date for the next Wildlife Task Force Meeting.   

Ice Fishing Derbies: SCCA did host an ice fishing derby on Feb 4th @ Franklin Vly. The following are the winners: Category and names of winners – Youth Group: 7-10AM - Pickerel 18 ¾” Cassidy Holiday, Perch 12 ¼” Daniel Sawyer. 10AM-12AM – Pickerel 19 7/8” Nick Fontanet, Perch 11 ½” Nick Fontanet. 12PM-2PM – Pickerel 20” Eric Dauluy, Perch 12 ¼” Nick Fontanet. Adult Group: 7 – 8AM – Perch 12” Caleb Witticher. 8-10AM – Pickerel 23” Lee Marsh. 10AM-12PM – Perch 11 ¾” Mike Skinner. 12PM-2PM – Pickerel 21 ¾” Nicole Singer, Perch 10 5/8” Jeff Thompson. Prizes and trophies were given to youths for the biggest Pickerel and biggest Crappie caught every two hours. This was free for kids under 15, adults paid $5.  Every two hours $10 payout for biggest pickerel and biggest crappie fish caught were paid to adults. There was Hotdogs, Hot Chocolate, and coffee thanks to Dave Wood & Doug Handy. There were 27 adults registered.  The West Fulton Rod & Gun Club did host the ice fishing derby on February 11th @ Franklin Vly. The winners were as follows: Category and names of winners Youth Group Ages 7-9 Pickerel -- 20 1/2“ Eric Daley Jr, Perch -- 7 1/2" Gabe Warner. 

Ages 9-11: Pickerel -- 21 3/8" Kenny Lawton, Perch -- 13 1/2" William Smith

Ages 11-16:  Pickerel -- 21 1/4" Devin Lacko, Perch -- 12" Nick Portet

Biggest for the day: Pickerel -- 21 1/4" Devin Lacko, Perch -- 13 1/2" Will Smith

Some of the other fish caught: Perch -- 11" Devin Lacko, Pickerel -- 19 3/4" Felipe, Perch -- 11 1/2" David Rudall, Pickerel -- 20 1/4" Sam Kendall, Perch -- 12 1/4" Nicole Singer, Pickerel -- 19 1/2" Lee Marsh, Perch -- 10 1/2" Mark Seyger, Largest Crappie for the day: -- 12" Lee Marsh. There were 47 registered. 
Richmondville Fish & Game Club will host the derby on February 18th @ Bear Gulch. The Cobleskill College students will host a derby on February 18th @ Franklin Vly. 
Thanks to the SUNY College students who helped measure & check weight of fish for each event.
 Special thanks to Local 157 Labor’s Union of $200 to help pay for the trophies/prizes for the Youth.      

Region 4 Fish & Wildlife Management Board –The next Region 4 FWMB meeting will be held on February 22nd @ the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.  

NYSCC Region 4 Report: The 2012 Legislative Meeting of the NYSCC will be held on Monday, March 19th, at the Best Western Albany Airport Inn at 200 Wolf Road in Albany. The March On Albany date has set for March 20. Please set up appointments with your Senator and Assemblyman.  The 3rd Annual Sportsmen and Outdoor Recreation Legislative Awareness Day will be held at the State Legislative Office Building in Albany on March 20. Held in the LOB “Well” from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., National Rifle Association Executive VP Wayne LaPierre is the scheduled keynote speaker.

SUNY Cobleskill: The college students are selling $5 raffle tickets on a special canoe to help raise funds for the Wildlife & Fisheries clubs.     
Summit Sno Riders:  info@summitsnoriders.com  The club is sponsoring the Catskill Hospice Poker Run on January 28th. Need items to auction off along with raffle tickets being sold to help raise money for Hospice. POC: Vicki Swartout 294-8946. Elections will be held at the March meeting. Meeting locations are at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month. Maps may be purchased for $5 at the Conservation club or surrounding businesses. Landowners can find valuable information regarding their protection under the New York State General Obligations law with our landowner information brochure.

  
Middleburgh Ridge Runners: Meetings are at the Middleburgh Library on the 2nd Thursday of the month 7:00PM. More information call 827-5702. 

 
Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.  


Coby Fish & Game Club:  The club meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM @ in the Community Room at the Cobleskill Community Library.  


Conesville Rod & Gun Club: Meetings are held at the old Conesville Fire house. DEP now owns 26% of town lands. To become a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For information contact Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners - National Wild Turkey Federation: Schoharie County Ridge Runners will host their annual banquet/auction this Spring on 3/31/12; Location: Best Western Grandview Dr-Cobleskill, NY 

Contact:  Elizabeth Reinhart; Phone:  518-673-3965 or Email: donzil@telenet.com 

Get Involved - Winter Flock Survey - Help NYS DEC Staff Keep an Eye on Turkey Populations

Start recording your observations of turkey flocks this winter by participating in the DEC's annual winter wild turkey flock survey. The information you record can help DEC staff monitor the status and health of wild turkeys across the state. Just print a turkey-sighting form, record the number of turkeys you see in a flock from January through March, and send in your results to the address noted on the form at the end the survey period. Visit the Winter Wild Turkey Flock Survey (http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/48756.html) webpage to get your form and to view results from years past. In 2011, more than 640 reports were received, resulting in 10,200 birds counted in 49 of the 62 counties in New York State. 

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004.

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: The Club plans on another Ice Fishing Derby on February 18th at Bear Gulch Lake. For more information contact Larry Van Deusen 234-3021. Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or the club property.   

Clearwater Chapter of Trout Unlimited: All are welcome. Meetings are held at the Best Western Sovereign Hotel about a mile east of the end of the Northway (I-87) on Route 20 in Westmere. Admission to our meetings is free and public is always invited, so please bring a friend(s) and meet with many of the local ‘expert’ Fly Fishers, Fly Tiers, and Conservationists. The club does promote the NYS Council of Trout Unlimited Youth Program. This is a co-ed program for 13 through 17 year old youths.  The cost is $400. Deadline is May 15, 2012. For more information contact Kurt Nelson at 607-372-6330. Dues are $35 for regular and $20 for Youth (under 18) or seniors (62 or older). Trout Unlimited Has Been Fighting for Coldwater Fisheries Conservation for 53 Years.  Upcoming Event - March 3, 2012 40th Annual Clearwater Chapter Conservation Banquet - Century House Latham, the cost is $40 each. Raffle tickets on a 10’8” Hornbeck “Blackjack” carbon fiber canoe are available for $5 each or $20 for a book of 5. Also looking for donated items (Rod & Reel, artwork, gift certificates) to auction off.  Contact President Mike Walchko - 234-4192.

Whitetails Unlimited: The next meeting will be held @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club on March 5th with nominations for club officers. The next Whitetails Unlimited Banquet will be held at the Best Western in Cobleskill on the 4th Sunday in September 2012.  Schoharie County Chapter will again consider sponsoring a $250 Scholarship to a SUNY Cobleskill College student this coming semester. The Chapter will also donate another Blackpowder Rifle to encourage hunters to donate a whole deer to the Schoharie County Venison Donation Program this Fall. We did this last Fall and the winner was drawn on January 5th with Randy Mickle from Warnerville winning. Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 

Long Path Hiking Club: Hiking leaders are as followed: Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569, Marilyn Miles 518-768-2870, George Spohn 518-505-7097. Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Dues are due in September at the Annual Meeting.  All members receive a newsletter and other Club information. Some of the up coming club outings are: Mar 20th Spring Equinox Hike, Christman Sanctuary & Wolf Creek Falls Preserve, 5mi., Leader: Mark. Mar 24th Annual Membership Meeting 10AM@ NY Power Authority – Call Mark for more info. April 14th Wolf Hill Preserve trails, 4-5 miles, Leader: Marilyn Miles. Apr 28th Mallet Pond State Forest, Snowmobile trails & woods roads, 4 miles. Leader Clarence. For other dues-related questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386 or PO Box 200, West Fulton, NY. 

Summit Conservation Club:  The next date for stuffed pizza will be on March 17th, April 14th, from 12 PM – 7 PM and February 19th, March 18TH, and April 15th Noon to 4 PM. .  The club will be serving breakfast on February 5th, March 4th, and April 1st from 8 AM to Noon. The clubhouse is located at 109 Club Rd. Summit, NY 12175 – phone 287-1710 (located just off Bear Gulch Rd). The meetings are held on the third Monday @ 7 PM of each month. The clubhouse is on the main snowmobile trail and is one of the first places in the area to get snow.  Always looking for new members.  

Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  33 members in attendances. 3 application was voted on and one more read to be voted on next month. There was a Black Powder shoot on the Feb 5th. The next shoot will be held on Mar 4th starting at 11 AM. Youth Archery has started on Saturday mornings 9 AM. This is open to the public and all Equipment & Targets will be provided free. Averaging 91 youths each Saturday so far. Adult archery leagues go through march 27th. Trap machine is out for repair. The club is allowing 12 to 15 youth archery shooters from SUNY Cobleskill to use indoor archery range. They are supplying their own targets and equipment. “Rooms Of Hope” are still accepting applications for rebuilding from flood. 135 rooms so far, 20 per week - POC is Pete DeBartolo. Each chosen applicant receives 10-4X8 sheets of sheetrock, pail of spackling, box of screws and roll of tape. The guns have been selected for this December’s raffle, Bob Britton will chair and Dave Simmons (Middleburgh NAPA) will again sponsor tickets. Boy scout troop 56 from Cobleskill will be using archery range on March 24th. $250 Scholarship funding approve for Middleburgh School and Club member’s relation (son,daughter, or grandchild). New Club Secretary, John Davis - phone 518-702-4143 and e-mail address is johncdavis4@yahoo.com.      

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club:  The next meeting will be held on March 6th. The club did host an ice fishing derby on Franklin Vly on February 11th, with 47 registered. The club has 110 members to date. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Then They Take”. This motto continues because of the strong membership & support of local businesses.    

[image: image4.png]


 SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/  My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com Please send any information, which I will try to include in future SCCA newsletters.  I appreciate all the help I can get.  Mike  Meeting Adjourned @ 9:3045 PM. 
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February’s meeting, 2/23/12, @ 7:00 PM for the SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) meeting to be held at the SUNY Cobleskill  in the Curtis Mott Building, rm 103.       
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