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Minutes of meeting held at the Middleburgh Rod 
& Gun Club on March 24, 2011.  Attendance 

is needed from each club for their input on club activities
SCCA President, Doug Handy, called the meeting to order at 7:10 PM with 20 in attendances and 11 clubs represented.  4 college students were present. Bob Britton made a motion to accept the March minutes from the last meeting.  This was seconded by Duke Mann. Willie Karlau made a motion to accept the March’s treasurer’s report, seconded by Dave Wood.  A vote of the membership approved the both motions. Discussion on clubs and individual members who haven’t paid 2011 dues will be sent out second notice.  Walt Zeh, Carl Stefanik, John Napoli, and Mike Zeh supported the SUNY Cobleskill Wildlife Festival, April 16th selling $128 worth of canoe raffle tickets, handing out literature, answering questions to include hunter safety course dates.   
Dorwin Hamm Scholarships: The club received 8 applications for this Spring.  SCCA has approved to sponsor 4 of these students. Patrick Keating - tracking movements of Smallmouth Bass in the Cobleskill Creek, James H. Hojohn - determine the impact of zebra mussels on the reproductive success of lake trout in Otsego Lake, Zach Amidon - determine the effectiveness of stocking trout into Doc Shaul’s Spring (off Barnerville Road in Cobleskill) which for the past 3-4 years three different schools have released brown and brook trout fingerlings produced from the Trout-In-the –Classroom projects, Michelle Vedder - study on native ladybugs to find out what native species were currently present in Schoharie County, as well as their habitat preference. Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited approved to sponsor two of these students. Kaleb Mason - Wetland survey& Delineation of Bernie Brauns Wetland in Richmondville, NY and Anthony Bruno - study to see how long spine punching is effective for monitoring & to see the effects of hole punching the different spines of dorsal ray of walleye. The West Fulton Rod & Gun Club approved to sponsor one of the students. Krysten Zummo - project revolves around resident black-capped chickadees to study the effects of winter-feeding song birds on the populations of chickadees across the Cobleskill campus. The Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club approved to sponsor the last student. Cody Stoliker - Pre-season Wintering Raptor (Red tailed Hawks, Northern Harriers, Kestrels and other species) Driving Transect in Montgomery and Schoharie counties for monitor the raptors to determine their migration or nesting habits.
Canoe Raffle: The canoe raffle tickets have been order. 1st prize will be a 15.8' Old Towne Canoe (Red); 2nd prize will be a 50 Caliber Black Powder Rife donated by Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited; 3rd prize will be a  Framed Print Donated by Schoharie County Ridge Runners, NWTF: 4th prize will be a $100 Gift Certificate donated by Senator James Seward; 5th prize will be a $100 Gift Certificate donated by Assemblyman Pete Lopez; 6th prize will be a $100 Savings Bond donated by the Bank of Richmondville; 7th prize will be a $100 Savings Bond donated by the NBT (Middleburgh). Shaul’s Roofing (Richard Shaul) 518-827-4687 from Watsonville-Middleburgh area is donating the cost of printing the tickets this year. Thank you Dick!!!  The drawing will take place on the last day of the Cobleskill Sunshine Fair, Saturday August 6th.  
Hunter Safety Training Course: Gun Hunter Safety Course: There were 47 certificates awarded at the April 9th class and 37 certificates at the April 16th class.(Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club)
Archery Hunter Safety Course – May 14th, sign up date 9th. (Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club)
Gun Hunter Safety Course @ Richmondville Fish & Game Club: We have 28 signed up for the April 22nd & 23rd, (Richmondville Village Office) Trapping Course was offered in March. 
NY Bow Hunters: 17th Annual Youth Bowhunter Camp for youths 11 thru 15,  Aug 6th, 8AM to Aug 7th, 3PM @ Iroquois Rod & Gun Club in Schenectady. Includes an overnight camp out.  This event is free and open to the public. POC is Dick Kutny 518-355-2767 for more information. E-mail RAK12303@aol.com . Objective: NYS Hunter Education Certificate for Bowhunting.  For an application call Mike Zeh 518-265-4961
Guest Speaker: Norm McBride NYS DEC Region 4 Fish Manager gave an update on the Marine Fishing license, done deal, Governor Cuomo has already signed the bill repealing the requirement and establishing a free register for sportsmen and sportswomen fishing for salt water fish.  Norm reported that there are only 64 compared to 80 employees for fish hatcheries which resulted in a 20% cut in the number of fish raised to stock. Because of the two year old trout program the number of trout stocked was lowered by 400,000 state wide. Brown trout are 16% lowered this year. No regulation changes this year for River Herring, major changes in 2012. Should be public meeting scheduled soon, see NYS DEC website. DEC will propose revisions to the current rule restricting overland transport of uncertified baitfish. The change is allowance of baitfish to be transported overland within defined “transportation corridors” for use within the same waterbody from which they were collected. For more information check website:http://www.dec.ny.gov/outdoor/47282.html. Norm also gave us an update on the Gilboa Dam: Major work will start this year, in 2015-2016 a tunnel will be dug so 80% - 90% of reservoir can be drained if needed, the city has also agreed to install a valve to allow 150 CFS to the Schoharie Creek. DEC made agreement with NY City Water Authority in the 1980s on water releases from the Schoharie Reservoir to the Schoharie Creek. Norm reported on the walleye stocking program of Otsego Lake which started 2000. 50 fish tagged in 2010 sizes ranged from 11” to 33” (No small fingerlings) The walleye just started biting this past year, why? The numbers of elwey fish are way down, the Lake Trout are skinny and mussels are now present. The DEC stocking has been move to the north end of the lake @ end of May, last year the stocking was done at 3 Mile Point in early May. While interviewing 950 people ice fishing, 150 had caught Lake Trout (most catch & release),          
Schoharie County Fish Stocking for 2011

	Schoharie  -  April 11, 2011

	Location
	Brown Trout 9“
	Rainbow Trout 9“ 
	Brown Trout

2 Year Old
	Total

	Schoharie Reservoir 
	1770
	
	
	1770

	Westkill
	420
	
	
	420

	Cobleskill 

Holding Pond
	170
	200
	230
	600

	Mallet Pond (Stock Later)
	190
	230
	
	420


Marine license answers from Norm McBride (ndmcbrid@gw.dec.state.ny.us) 
No license is required by anglers targeting stripers, shad, or herring anywhere in the State.  However, they will need to register once the free registry is established, supposedly in June.  Hopefully, this addresses the questions.  As far as I know, there will be no refund of the 2011 marine license fee to those folks that had already purchased one.

- Q- If I’m fishing only for marine species, (stripers, shad, herring), in the Hudson or Delaware, what do I need?
- A- Registration only.
 -Q - When will the registration be available?
- A- In June 2011 
 -Q - What do I need between now and then to fish for only marine species?
- A- Nothing
 -Q - What about the tributaries of either Rivers up to the point that is impassable to fish?
-A- If you are fishing for marine species, same as above, registration only, do not need NYS fishing license unless targeting and/or keeping fresh water species.
 -Q- If I'm fishing for marine species and catch a small mouth bass and want to keep it what do I need?
-A- Both, fishing license and Registration
 - Q- What if I'm only fishing for Black Bass in the Delaware or Hudson River, what do I need?
- A- NYS fishing license
 -Q - Can I cull a striper that is bigger than the one I have already caught.
-A- No, the only species that can be culled is Black Bass from a dry well. 

 This applies to every marine/saltwater area in NYS. For the Delaware, if you are fishing for freshwater fish on the NY side, you need a NY fishing license, but if you are fishing for anadromous (migratory) marine fish, no license is required - but you will have to register once we establish the no-fee registry, as described below. 
 
Pursuant to legislation signed by Governor Cuomo on March 31, a recreational marine fishing license is no longer required to fish in the marine district of New York, including fishing for migratory fish from the sea (e.g. striped bass) on the Hudson River below the Troy Dam.

Therefore, a recreational marine fishing license is no longer required and anglers should not purchase one. The new law establishes a registry to take the place of the marine license. DEC is currently developing the registry, and expects to have the new no-fee registry in place in early June. In the interim, saltwater anglers may fish without a marine license and without registering with DEC. 

The State of NY Conservation Fund Advisory Board strongly opposed Governor Cuomo signing of this legislation because: By repealing the recreational marine fishing license and replacing it with a saltwater recreational fishing registry that is free of charge to New York Anglers, NYS will lose $ 8 Million annually. CFAB strongly opposed any efforts to revoke the recreational marine fishing license. Unfortunately, the financial implications of these bills and the impact to the rest of the sportsmen of NYS have not been properly evaluated. In addition, there was a large amount of false information distributed on recreational marine fishing license sales and where these funds are spent. A major reason for the implementation of the recreational marine license was to have those who benefit from the resource pay for its maintenance and upkeep instead of having all the other New Yorkers unfairly paying for a resource they didn’t utilize. This license was enacted at the same time the other sportsmen of NYS also faced a significant license fee increase!  

License Sales - During State Fiscal Year 2009-2010, 5420 lifetime licenses that include recreational marine fishing privileges were sold generating revenues of $.9 million. Concurrently, 72,600 annual and short term licenses (1- and 7-day, non-resident and resident) were sold generating revenues of $727,000. During the 2010-2011state fiscal year, 4304 lifetime licenses that include recreational marine fishing privileges where sold for a revenue of $.7 million, and 174,200 annual and short term licenses have been sold so far this state fiscal year for a revenue of $1.7 million. All revenues from the sale of the recreational marine fishing license are deposited into the Marine Account (a sub account in the Conservation Fund); these monies are used strictly for managing the marine fishery. - Fiscal Implication = Approx. $2.4 million annually 

Loss of Federal Aid - For every paid licensee, the NYSDEC receives federal funds via the Federal Aid in Sportfish Restoration program. For a license to qualify for the federal funds, net revenue of $1 must be realized by the state. With a free registry is enacted, NYS will forgo these federal sportfish restoration funds. - Fiscal Implication = 195K licensees (approx.) x $7.00 (approx.) per license = $1.365 million annually. 

DECALS as the “Free Registry” - Currently, all sporting licenses in NYS are handled through the NYSDEC DECALS system. The costs for this system are paid for entirely out of the Conservation Fund Traditional Account. Current operation and maintenance expenses associated with this system total more than $3 Million dollars per year. Because the marine license was repealed, the rest of the sportsmen that purchase a license will be subsidizing the marine anglers to fish for free. - Fiscal Implication = 195K (approx.) licenses x $2.14 per transaction = $417,000 annually 

Staff on the Marine Account - There are 40 staff on the Marine Account (a sub account of the Conservation Fund) in NYSDEC. These personnel work entirely on issues related to the management of New York’s marine resources. As part of the legislation proposed in the Senate, there was no indication of a 

large infusion of general fund dollars on an ongoing annual basis to fund the marine program if the marine license is repealed. With no additional General Fund dollars over the amounts currently appropriated and allocated then the staff currently funded out of the Marine Account will most likely need to be funded out of the Conservation Fund Traditional Account. This is totally unacceptable to the rest of the sportsmen of NYS. - Fiscal Implication = $3.8 M Annually 

As you can see from the numbers outlined above the financial implications of this bill is over $8M per year in lost revenue. As part of the legislation passed by the Senate there is no mention of funding with the marine license repeal. With the signature of our Governor, it will provoke an extreme negative reaction from the other 1.1 million sportsmen in NYS that currently purchase a license to enjoy their hunting, fishing, and trapping activities. The persons utilizing the marine District should not expect the other citizens or sportsmen of New York to pay their way.  We as sports men & women need to contact our NYS Assembly  representatives and NYS Senate representatives to make them aware of what these two Senate Bills have done to the Conservation Fund and how its not fair to the rest of the NYS Sports men & women who do buy fishing  and hunting licenses.  
Communications: The Schoharie County Occupancy Tax Board Announces Grant Release application was filled out and turned in on March 29th. Have not received any information from the Board as of April 20.  
Region 4 Fish & Wildlife Management Board – Elections are needed. – The next Region 4 FWMB will be held on April 27th at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. Questions concerning Habitat/Access Funding being released for projects. A project was approved last year on rebuilding docks and walkways at Looking Glass Pond by NYSDEC but still no funding release. The NY State FWMB meeting will be held on April 29, 2011 @ NYS DEC Region 7, Syracuse Office.
  
NYSCC Region 4 Report:  The Council met in Herkimer on April 16, 2011 at the Herkimer County Community College. Council President Howard Cushing’s opening remarks stressed the importance of unity of purpose amongst all of the members. Following Cushing’s address, retired NYS SEC Wildlife Biologist, Dick Henry delivered a power point presentation promoting “Quality Deer Management Programs” emphasizing the benefit of sparing the harvesting of yearling buck populations. The Conservation Education Committee discussed the closing of wildlife education centers and cutbacks proposed for conservation camp programs. Alternate local sources of funding and volunteerism were cited as possible solutions. Suggestions were made about LEP programs in New York State and conservation education programs in the public schools. Contact with a regional coordinator for LEP was recommended. Attending were Dave Wood, Doug Handy and Gordon Emerson.  Doug Handy, Archery Rep for Region 4 attended the Big Game/ Archery Committee reported the following: ALL PASSED - Antler restrictions resolutions for: Schoharie, Nassau, Sullivan and NYS Chapter - Quality Deer Management Association. Archery Committee: 7-2 in Favor. Big Game Committee:  6-4 in Favor. 

Erie County Resolution: Coyote Reclassification - Voted down The resolution wanted the coyote reclassified to "unprotected wildlife species" category. Discussion of Archery Season time lost due to Saturday opener; issue tabled for a future date.

 
Walter Bennett, Region 4 Fish Committee Rep, submitted the Glimmerglass Park Boat Launch resolution. Glimmerglass state Park is one of the only NYS parks on a lake that has no boat launch access.

The resolution passed the Fish Committee unanimously.
 The Council is looking for donated items (wildlife prints, guns, knifes), which can be auctioned off at the NYSCC spring meeting to help raise funds for the organization. POC is Gordon Emerson. 

SUNY Cobleskill:  The Northeast Students Wildlife Conclave for April 8-10 went beautifully and without a hitch. We had about 100 students in attendance. SUNY ESF won the quiz bowl which was put together exquisitely by Dr. Losito and the workshops held on Saturday couldn't have had a more beautiful day.  The kayak raffle was drawn on April 5th at the NY state meeting of The Wildlife Society. The person who won was from Albany. SUNY Cobleskill was the only college to sell all of their tickets. As for the Fish and Wildlife Festival, it went very well until it began to hail and rain. We had to close down early, but I believe that having the festival in town was very successful even with the weather. On April 29th & 30th there will be a Stihl Timbersports Series Competition (Woodmen’s Event) which the college students will compete in.  This event has grown from five original participating schools to more than 60 teams traveling to college campuses across the country. The professional competition consists of six professional lumberjack disciplines: hot saw, single buck, springboard chop, standing block chop, stock saw and underhand chop.

  Next year the Quiz bowl for the college competition will be held in Hawaii. Cobleskill College is the only school who has participated in every Quiz Bowl since it started in 1993. 
Summit Sno Riders:  info@summitsnoriders.com  Next meeting April 18th Diner @ 6:00PM meeting @7:00 PM – meeting, location is at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month @7:00PM. For more information contact Donna Rivenburg 287-1961. 2010-2011 Maps are now available! Maps may be purchased for $5 at the Conservation club or surrounding businesses. Call our snow phone at 518-287-1818 for up-to-the-minute trail conditions.  April 15th, 16th, 17th - NYSSA Forum. Landowners are the foundation of the statewide snowmobile trail system.  Landowners can find valuable information regarding their protection under the New York State General Obligations law with our landowner information brochure.
    
Middleburgh Ridge Runners: Meetings are at the Middleburgh Library on the 2nd Thursday of the month 7:00PM. More information call 827-5702. 

 
Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331. Next Meeting: February 10th, 2011.  

Coby Fish & Game Club:  The club meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM @ in the Community Room at the Cobleskill Community Library.  


Conesville Rod & Gun Club: To become a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For more information contact Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners - National Wild Turkey Federation: The NWTF banquet was held April 2nd at the Best Western in Cobleskill with about 65-70 in attendance. There were a silent auction on about 40 items along with several raffles for guns and other sporting equipment. Don & Liz Reinhart did an outstanding job getting merchandise and manning the show.  Their e-mail address is donzil@frontiernet.net  for more information. Dave Hendricks is donating a print to NWTF for the SCCA canoe raffle during the fair.   
West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881or Vice President Todd Bartholomew @ 827-4793. 

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Thursday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004.

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: The club is hosting the Gun Hunter Safety Course on April 22nd -23rd. POC is John Hornauer 294-8834. Youth 22 Shot May 21st 1 PM to 4 PM.  Trap Shoots on 1st & 3rd Saturdays starting in June through September. Monthly meetings are the first Monday of each month at either the Richmondville Municipal Building or the club property.   

Schoharie County Chapter of Trout Unlimited: TU meetings are held in the Wedgewood Inn at 7:00 PM located in Schoharie on the last Tuesday of the month. Dues are $35 for regular and $20 for Youth (under 18) or seniors (62 or older).   

Whitetails Unlimited:  The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited will have its next meeting the first Monday in June at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun clubhouse to select merchandise for the banquet in September. Election of officers was done at the April meeting. , discussion on college scholarships will be done at this time along with setting up dates for preparing for our annual banquet held in September at Best Western. We have already promised to donate a black powder gun for the SCCA canoe raffle held at the fair grounds this summer. Established in 1982, Whitetails Unlimited National Organization has in excess of 450 chapters and 90,000 supporters throughout the United States and has generated over $40 million in support of our goals. Education 20%, Habitat 34%, Hunting Tradition 33% and Research 13%.  Our website address is: 
www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 

 
Long Path Hiking Club: Leaders of events are: Dan Kwiatkowski 518-827-8377 or Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569.  Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Dues are due in September at the Annual Meeting.  All members receive a newsletter and other Club information. For other dues-related questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386 or PO Box 200, West Fulton, NY. 

Summit Conservation Club:  The clubhouse is located at 109 Club Rd. Summit, NY 12175 – phone 287-1710 (located just off Bear Gulch Rd). The meetings are held on the third Sunday of each month. The clubhouse is on the main snowmobile trail and is one of the first places in the area to get snow.  They are always looking for new members to help run the club on these weekends. 

Ducks Unlimited: There is a local banquet held at the Holiday Inn Express, Schoharie, NY 12157 just of I-88 exit 23 by Central Bridge on April 29th from 6:00 PM to 11:30 PM.  Doors open at 6PM.  Cost is $50 for single or $75 for a couple.  POC is Paul Brody, phone # 518-299-3141 or e-mail.  kathleen.a.brody@gsk.com 

Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  41 in attendances. Two new members were voted in. Four new applications were read to be voted on next month.  Crossbow presentation at the May meeting. Bob Britton has December raffle tickets. Had 14 Black Powder shooters participate on April 3 using muzzleloaders shooting at targets up to 100 yards. The Annual Fish derby will be held on June 11th, Ages 4 to 15.  A motion was made to name the annual fish derby the Don Conklin Derby. We lost Don last month to a heart attack. Don was the chairman of the fish derby for years and served on the Board of Directors over seeing the club calendar and rental of the club. We will miss him and his support to the club. Neal Baumann donated 2 picnic tables, 2 ladders and a shop vacuum to the club.  Thank you Neal. Neal moved to Montana last year. The club is accepting applications for two each $250 scholarship. You must be a member’s child or grand child to qualify. Deadline is 5/15/11. For more information contact Pete DeBartolo. The membership also approved a $250 scholarship for a senior @ Middleburgh High School; POC is the School guidance counselor. Trap machine has been repaired and trap shooting will start soon. Have received notice from NYS DEC on one youth signed up for Camp Coby. Second youth could not get the dates needed so was cancelled out. Still have three sponsorships approved. Anyone else interested contact Lee Colby or Joe Kopacz.  The Youth Archery has finished up and the banquet was held on March 26th.  If enough volunteers are available there will be youth archery for 4 weeks during summer vacation.  The club has cancelled the Sportsmen Event on June 11th @ the club house because of the lack of volunteers. The sale of $10 button for stocking tiger trout in the Cobleskill Holding Pond is under way. For buttons see Peter DeBartolo 827-5344.  There were about 20 youths at the“Eddie Eagle” Gun Safety program held on April 2.  Membership approved a Boy Scout Troop Camporee @ the club on Oct 7th, 8th, 9th expecting close to 500 in attendances (need portapotties). Next meeting May 5th.  Power point presentation for NYS Bear for June meeting.       

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club:  The next meeting will take place on May 3rd. Dues are still $10. Bob Kimball has handed out targets which will be shot during the Cabin Fever Events on May 14th @ Pee Wee Papas house in Breakbeen. The Youth Outing Group which the West Fulton Rod & Gun Club is sponsoring will celebrate Arbor Day, April 30, by each youth planning 10 trees each and have access/responsibilities for these trees for the next ten years. They can monitor growth, feed & water, prune as they see need. These White Spruce trees will be planted on the Panther Creek Farm. After the planting there will be a picnic for the group. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Then They Take”. This motto continues because of the strong membership and support of local businesses.    
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SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/  My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com Please send any information, which I will try to include in future SCCA newsletters.  I appreciate all the help I can get.  Mike  Meeting Adjourned @ 10:07 PM. 

The April meeting, 4/28/11, @ 7:00 PM for the SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. College students will be doing presentations for their Scholarship Awards.   
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