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Minutes of meeting held at the Cobleskill College in the 

Curtis Mott Building on November 18, 2010.  Attendance 

is needed from each club for their input on club activities
SCCA President, Doug Handy, called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM with 34 in

attendances and 9 clubs represented. That included 23 college students.  Bob Britton made a motion

 to accept the Oct-Nov minutes. This was seconded by Joe Moore.  A motion was made by Ray Zeh to accept November’s treasure report, seconded by Bob Britton. A vote by the membership approved both. 

2011 Budget Request: Received a copy of the proposed Schoharie County 2011 Budget submitted by the Finance Committee to the Board of Supervisors for review. SCCA’s $1500 budget request has been approved by Schoharie County Board of Supervisors for the 2011 budget for next year. This was voted on December 7th.  As sportsmen & sportswomen we need to thank our town supervisors for their support.  

Venison Donation Program: Don’t forget to donate your extra deer.  All those who donate a whole deer will be entered in a raffle with the winner receiving a Black Powder Rifle donated by Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited. POC is Willie Karlau 295-7781, Bleau’s Deer Processing, Gallupville 872-9044 and Marlow’s Meat Processing, Howe’s Cave, 296-8978. As of December 7th we have had ten deer donated at Marlow’s and sixteen deer donated through Bleau’s form this year hunters. The drawing for the Black powder gun will take place at the SCCA meeting on the 23rd. 
Hunter Safety Training Course: Hunter safety course dates for 2011, next Spring. (12 years old & up)  

Gun Hunter Safety Course – Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club 

April 8th & 9th, Sign up date April 4th. 

April 15th & 16th, Sign up date April 11th. 

Archery Hunter Safety Course – May 14th, sign up date 9th. 

Gun Hunter Safety Course @ Richmondville Fish & Game Club

April 22nd & 23rd, Sigh up date April 18th. (Richmondville Village Office)

The Sportsmen Educators are looking for volunteers who are interested in becoming an Instructor.  (No felonies)

Each year the Spring classes are never full. The Fall classes are almost always full which means some people are turned away and then they are upset.  The Instructors are all volunteers.  Also if there is anyone who can donate a single shot 22 caliper rifle to the Sportsman Educational Association please contact Raymond Zeh, 234-8804.

Carl Sefanik donated two 22 caliber rifles to the program last month. Thank you Carl!!!!  

Nominating committee: Ray Zeh, Dave Wood and Bob Britton – Looking for nominations for election of officers at the December meeting.  
New York State DEC offers week-long environmental educational camps for seven weeks each summer for youth ages 12 to 14

The main focus of these camps is environmental education; campers spend their week immersed in the natural environment. Camps are filled on a first-come, first-served basis. Please complete both sides of this application form. Confirmation packets will be mailed to campers in May. No refunds will be given after June 1, 2011. 

Applications from sponsoring organizations must not be postmarked earlier than January 15, 2010. 

Camp fee is $350 per camper for a one-week stay. Payment by check or money order made out to DEC Camps 

must accompany this application. The fee will be returned if your choice of camp and week are unavailable. A 

postcard will confirm registration, including camp and week. 

YOUTH ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION CAMP – for ages 12 to 14 

If anyone would like to be considered for this opportunity please contact Michael Zeh or Doug Handy.

Region 4 Fish & Wildlife Management Board –The next Region 4 FWMB will be held on February 23rd at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. 
NYS DEC’s  PUBLIC HEARING: November 18, 2010, 2nd Floor of Legislative Office Building in Albany.

SUBJECT:
Impacts of the 2010-11 State Budget on the Staffing Levels and Programs of the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC)

PURPOSE:
To review the DEC’s implementation of the State Budget, staffing levels, and the impacts on State environmental programs
The Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) is responsible for conserving and improving New York’s natural resources, managing the State’s fish, wildlife and marine resources, and controlling water, land and air pollution to enhance the health, safety and general welfare of  the State’s residents.  The State Fiscal Year (SFY) 2010-11 State Budget provides over $1 billion for the environment.  The purpose of this hearing is to review the DEC’s implementation of programs funded through the SFY 2010-11 State Budget, staffing levels and the overall impact of the Budget on the State’s environmental programs.

Here is a copy of the written Testimony I sent in to Michelle Milot, Principal Legislative Analyst, Assembly Committee on Environmental Conservation, Room 520 – Capitol, Albany, New York 12248 or Email:milotm@assembly.state.ny.us  Phone:(518) 455-4363 or Fax: (518) 455-5182  

Subjects: Funding for the New York State Fish & Wildlife Management Board. 

NAME: Michael Zeh
 


TITLE: Schoharie County Sportsman Representative for Region 4 NYS FWMB

ORGANIZATION:  Schoharie County Conservation Association




ADDRESS: P.O. Box 275   Central Bridge, New York 12035


E-MAIL: mzeh4@nycap.rr.com TELEPHONE: 518-265-4961


 
Written Testimony: As a Region 4 Fish & Management Board Member and a past Chairman of the NYS Fish & Wildlife Management State Board (FWMB), I am requesting that funding be budgeted for the 2011 year.  During the 2010 budget this fund was reduced to almost zero.  In past years each county received $400 totaling ($25,000.00) for Regional Boards and the NY State FWMB received about $45,000.00.  This funding was for travel, meals and lodging expenses incurred by members of the boards.  The Fish & Wildlife Management Regional Boards are made up of all volunteers, six members from each county. There are nine Regions across NYS. The State Board includes six delegates from each Region Board plus several Advisory members from various organizations within NYS.  The Board was created by a NYS Legislation Act over 50 years ago. This Board is an advisory Board for the Commissioner of the NYS DEC. Two years ago the Board promoted the License Fee increase.  Since then there has been a big cut in the State funding for the representatives for the NYS Sports men and women. This Board is a vital communication tool between NYS DEC, NYS Land owners, NYS Local Government and the men and women who purchase close to $50 Million in license sales annually.   

In Schoharie County, the FWMB has been involved in many projects along with writing several resolutions which are sent in the State FWMB for review and then passed on to our Government Representatives in the Senate and the Assembly and the Commissioner of NYS DEC.  Please see the following list of projects, which were accomplished in Region 4 during the past ten years. 

1. The Board voted against supporting a resolution to make hunter orange mandatory for big game hunting (2008)

2. Held its June 2007 meeting at Glimmerglass State Park to address boating access to Otsego Lake concerns.  Attendees included two State FWMB members, two NYS assemblymen and a representative for a third, a rep each from CFAB and NYSCC and the Otsego County Sportsmen’s Federation, plus DEC staff.

3. Submitted a resolution to allow any licensed hunter 21 years of age or older with written permission from at least one parent to be allowed to fulfill the legal obligation of the required adult hunter for Junior and 16 and 17 year old hunters. (2005)

4. Issued a resolution opposing an early muzzleloader season in the Southern Zone. (2005)

5. Passed a motion to request that the Governor release funds for an ECO training academy. (2003)

6. Submitted a resolution that all Junior and first time big game hunters be issued a DMP automatically and before quotas are filled randomly through the regular lottery system. (2001)

7. Submitted a resolution pertaining to access/parking and walleye stocking at Snyder’s Lake (2000)

8. Submitted a resolution asking for very close review of proposed “Crossroad Ventures” development in the Catskills for impacts to habitat and access opportunities. (2000)

9. Submitted a resolution against any increase in sportsmen’s license fees during the 1999 session of the NYS Legislature (1999)

10. Submitted a resolution calling on the Governor to maintain the current Fire Warden program (1999). 

11. Submitted a resolution requesting that the State FWMB reaffirm support for a boat launch in the Glimmerglass State Park area and that there be a public meeting on the EIS for such as soon as possible (1999)

When formed, the priority of the (FWMB) Board was to open up more lands for hunting, fishing and trapping opportunities for sportsmen. Members of the Board working with the Department of Conservation were successful in obtaining many hundreds of “cooperative” acres from numerous private landowners. These lands were made open to the public with the posting of restricted areas, protecting dwellings and other critical areas, which were of-limits for the general public use. More then 100,000 acres of lands were “signed up” for public usage. Special law enforcement personal were funded to enforce the rules and regulations associated with these cooperative areas.

In recent years the priorities of the Region # 4 Board has focused on forms of access for sportsmen to public lands and special priority areas. Listed below are some of our accomplishments in which we were very instrumental in making them available for the general public’s use.

Looking Glass Pond--- This former mill pond situated in the Town of Fulton, on State Forest Lands, had been idle and grown over for many decades. Permission to construct a pond which was to include handicap accessibility was obtained from the Environmental Conservation Department. Obtaining volunteer help, including heavy construction equipment, and with no Department funding, the pond was constructed. Today, it is heavily used for boating and fishing.

Wet Land Trail Facility--Located on an area of wet lands on the grounds of Middleburgh Central School a 950 foot trail through the wet lands and class room pavilion was constructed with all volunteer help. Open to the public its walk way is constructed entirely out of recycled materials and offers a class room approach in the study of “Wet Lands” Again no tax payer’s funding involved.

Bowmaker’s Pond – located along Route # 10 in the Town of Sharon just South of the Village of Sharon Springs this 14.8 acre pond was restored under the direction of FWMA members. This $266,000 project was funded 50 % by the Clean Water & Clean Air Bond and the remanding 50% by private contributions and volunteer service. It is open to the public for boating, fishing and bird watching.

Franklinton Vly Public Facility – A very important parcel of land was purchased by two FWMB Members and held it for future acquisition by Environmental Conservation to insure it would become public access. This parcel is located at the outlet of the Vly Pond along the Gates Hill Road and not only allowed public access but also a boat launch and parking area. It offers outstanding fishing (especially ice fishing) boating and is also a great location to view a nesting family of bald eagles. Franklinton Vly, a 185 acre pond, is located along State Route # 145 just south of the village of Middleburgh in the Town of Broome.


Fancher’s Pond –Local sportsmen gained title to this 12 acre pond from the Schoharie County Treasure to be managed for the public’s use. Situated near the Village of Richmondville it offers fine fishing and boating opportunities, 


Other State Purchases – FWMB members have often been the local contact person in the process of acquiring valuable parcels of lands. This is true especially with lands along the shore line of Franklinton Vly.  FWMB members are very aware of parcels the State lists as high priority for possible purchase to insure the public can enjoy the many outdoor opportunities




Thank you for your assistance - Michael Zeh   11/15/2010




____________________________________________________

Copy e-mailed to NYS Senator James Seward, NYS Assemblyman Pete Lopez, 

NYSCC President Howard Cushing and mailed to the NYS DEC Commissioner Peter Iwanowicz.   
ANTI-POACHING INITIATIVE SHINES LIGHT ON 137 VIOLATORS

“Operation Dark Night” Targets “Deer Jacking” Statewide; More than 250 Charges Filed

A major operation to crack down on illegal deer poaching from Montauk to Buffalo has led to charges against 137 individuals for more than 250 offenses, the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) announced today.

The initiative, dubbed, “Operation Dark Night,” focused on the illegal taking of deer by use of artificial light – a practice commonly known as “deer jacking.”  This involves nighttime wildlife crimes where poachers shine a spotlight on a deer feeding in fields to “freeze” the animal long enough to shoot it – killing deer when they are most vulnerable.  Typically, deer jacking occurs in remote rural areas, late at night.  Due to these late hours and secluded areas, there are few, if any, witnesses to this crime.

This fall, DEC undertook the largest coordinated anti-deer jacking initiative in the state’s history.  During a seven-week period, ECOs were assigned to saturation patrols in targeted rural locations in every part of the state except New York City, with stakeouts taking place at all hours of the night.  While ECOs are vigilant for wildlife poaching crimes throughout the year, these targeted patrols largely covered the weeks before the start of the southern zone deer season, when, historically, DEC fields numerous complaints about deer jacking. 

“Our officers’ work sends a strong message that such illegal practices will not be tolerated,” said Peter Fanelli, DEC’s Director of Law Enforcement. “During this operation, they put in long hours at night, often dealing with armed individuals.  Their effort speaks of their dedication to the job and to protecting New York’s natural resources.”           

“Most hunters play by the rules – but deer jackers don’t,” Acting Commissioner Peter Iwanowicz said. “This illegal practice not only gives them an unfair advantage but also puts many unsuspecting people who may be nearby at risk. DEC takes this crime seriously for many reasons – safety, foremost.”

During the seven-week operation, DEC officers charged 137 individuals with more than 250 misdemeanors and violations. This included 10 instances of killing a deer at night with the use of a spotlight or other artificial light and 79 instances where a hunter was caught using a light but had not yet killed a deer.

Typically, other related charges were filed in these instances, such as carrying a loaded gun in a vehicle, discharging a firearm over a public highway or within 500 feet of a dwelling and using a spotlight within 500 feet of a dwelling.

By region, 124 misdemeanors and violations were filed in the Adirondack Park and surrounding North Country, 48 were filed in the Capital Region and Catskills, 47 in Central New York, 24 in Western New York and 9 on Long Island.

Fifteen guns were confiscated, along with seven spotlights and eight illegally-taken deer.

Many Environmental Conservation Law offenses relating to deer jacking are misdemeanors which may result in significant fines and/or jail time. Additionally, hunting license privileges of convicted deer poachers may be revoked in New York State as well as simultaneously in other states that are members of the Wildlife Violator Compact and honor reciprocal revocations.

Turn in Poachers and Polluters (TIPP) Hotline

DEC encourages anyone with information on environmental crimes and violations are urged to call its 24-hour hotline, 1-800-TIPP-DEC or 1-800-847-7332. Callers may request to file complaints anonymously. An online form also is available at www.dec.ny.gov/regulations/67751.html 

Penalties: “Taking of deer with the aid of an artificial light” is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of $250 to $2,000 and/or incarceration for up to one year, as well as possible revocation of hunting privileges for up to five years.  “Operating an artificial light on lands inhabited by deer while possessing a firearm” is a misdemeanor punishable by a fine of $200 to $1,000 and/or incarceration for up to 90 days.  Violations are punishable by a fine of up to $250 and/or incarceration of up to 15 days.  Additionally, hunting privileges may be revoked in New York State as well as simultaneously in many other states who are members of the Wildlife Violator Compact.
SUNY Cobleskill: Some of the students are working with NYS DEC building houses for Barn Owls. The Students presented a framed poster with pictures to display at the SCCA 2011 fair exhibit showing their experiences at the Quiz bowl in Utah.  Next year the Quiz bowl will be held in Hawaii. Cobleskill College is the only school who has participated in every Quiz Bowl since it started in 1993. Update on the proposed construction at SUNY Cobleskill. Beginning next summer the old building by the fish hatchery will be torn down. The plans/drawings for the new buildings are almost complete and construction to start in 2013.  With to new company coming into Cobleskill raising Cohole Salmon there should be some internship opportunities for students.  The college did a netting of Bowlmakers Pond, No large mouth Bass.  
Summit Sno Riders:  info@summitsnoriders.com  The meeting location is at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month @7:00PM. For more information contact Donna Rivenburg 287-1961. Kids Safety Course - December 4 - Gas Card Raffle - Drawing December 9th.
   
Middleburgh Ridge Runners: Meetings are at the Middleburgh Library on the 2nd Thursday of the month 7:00PM. More information call 827-5702. 

 
Cave Country Riders: Snowmobile Club - Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331. Next Meeting: November 11, 2010 - Grass Drags - October 24 - 2010 Ice Cave Road., Sloansville 11:00 am. Land Owners Dinner - November 6th - at Eagles Club - Cobleskill 4-8 pm. 

Coby Fish & Game Club:  Buttons will again be sold for $10 each next spring to stock tiger trout for the Cobleskill Holding Pond. The club has been doing this for several years thanks to Joe Moore. The club meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM @ in the Community Room at the Cobleskill Community Library.  


Conesville Rod & Gun Club: To become a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For more information contact Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978.   

Schoharie County Ridge Runners - National Wild Turkey Federation: The club is scheduling a turkey shoot sometime in October or November. POC is Liz and Don Reinhart 673-3965 or Russ at Marlow's 296-8978. Received approval from Sharon Springs School to allow the Eddie Eagle program training. This will be given to grades Kindergarten through third grade. This program is a safety program which promotes guns are not toys. If you find a gun, don’t touch, get an adult. POC for this training is Liz Reinhart.  

West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881or Vice President Todd Bartholomew @ 827-4793. 

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Friday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004.

Richmondville Fish & Game Club: Club is holding a fall 50/50 raffle with the drawing date of November 1st.  30% 1st prize, 10% 2nd prize, 10% 3rd prize.  Looking at possibly merging with Coby Fish & Game so both clubs can utilizes the club’s range and building located in Richmondville. .  

Schoharie County Chapter of Trout Unlimited: TU meetings are held in the Wedgewood Inn at 7:00 PM located in Schoharie on the last Tuesday of the month. Dues are $35 for regular and $20 for Youth (under 18) or seniors (62 or older).   

Whitetails Unlimited:  The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited has once again donated a black powder rifle which will be given as a prize in a raffle from the names of the sports men and women who donate a whole deer to the Schoharie County Venison Donation Coalation at the each of this season.  The drawing should be done at this SCCA meeting. The organization will again sponsor youth admission fees Camp Coby. Established in 1982, Whitetails Unlimited National Organization has in excess of 450 chapters and 90,000 supporters throughout the United States and has generated over $40 million in support of our goals. Education 20%, Habitat 34%, Hunting Tradition 33% and Research 13%.  Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 

 
Long Path Hiking Club 17th Annual meeting was held on September 18th at the New York State Power Authority’s Blenheim/Gilboa Visitors Center. By-laws changes were made. Contact Cherie for update. Leaders of events are: Dan Kwiatkowski 518-827-8377 or Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569.  Upcoming club outings: Please call hike leader to register and ascertain the particulars of the hike at least one week before event.  1. On Dec 18th  LP Sect. 30, Treadlemire Rd. to Middleburgh, 5 miles – call Mark.  2. On Jan 9th Leader’s Choice Hike, Call Dan for destination, mileage and meeting place.  3. On Jan 22nd Annual cabin fever cook-out snowshoe hike, call Carol for info before Jan 15th.  4. On Feb 5th Snowshoe/hike Mine Kill State Park/NY power Authority, 3-4 miles – call Clarence for info.  5. On Feb 12th Leader’s Choice Hike, Call Dan for destination, mileage and meeting place.   Yearly memberships levels: individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Dues are due in September at the Annual Meeting.  All members receive a newsletter and other Club information. For other dues-related questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386 or PO Box 200, West Fulton, NY. 

Summit Conservation Club:  The clubhouse is located at 109 Club Rd. Summit, NY 12175 – phone 287-1710 (located just off Bear Gulch Rd). The meetings are held on the third Sunday of each month. The clubhouse is on the main snowmobile trail and is one of the first places in the area to get snow.  They are always looking for new members to help run the club on these weekends. Pancake Breakfast on January 9th , Feb 6th, Mar 6th, Apr 3rd, 8am to 12 noon. Stuff Pizza on Jan 15th , Feb 19th, Mar 19th, Apr 9th,  12 noon -7 PM. Stuff Pizza on Jan 16th, Feb 20th, Mar 20th, Apr 10th 12 noon to 4 PM. 
Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  Four new members were voted in. One more application read to be voted on next month.  Boy Scouts, Troop 4 will be camping @ the clubhouse on Dec 17 & 18th.  A new deck has been build off the kitchen entrance.  A new deck on the back side of the club house has also been built at a cost of $500, thank you Willy Karlau. The club’s Christmas party was held on December 11. Pete DeBartollo did an excellent job. Looking for old cell phones to be donated for soldiers abroad. The club’s website is back up and running. www.middleburghrg.com  POC Rob Cirello, 234-7360. Any pictures can be sent to e-mail address on website. For Gate Key problems the new POC is John Ford – cell # 231-9229 or home # 827-4773. The new Key Lock system has been installed. All key cards have to be reauthorized.  All the Dec. raffle tickets have been sold. This is what pays the bills (land tax, school tax, village tax, liability insurances) Bob Britton did an excellent job keeping track of ticket holders. Our Club Treasurer, Rick Poquette, will send out winner certificates or $250 check to winners. A list of nominations were presented to the membership with the same slate of volunteers for Club Officers. Pres – Joe Kopacz, VP – Walter Zeh, Sec – Lee Coby, Treas – Rick Poquette, Assist. Treas – Mike Zeh, Board of Directors – John Liddle, Bill Nelson, Steve Zacor, Pete DeBartolo, Alan Coby, Bob Britton. Delegates to SCCA are Dave Wood, Mike Zeh, Ray Zeh with Bob Britton, Duke Mann, Willi Karlau as alternates. Motion to send up to 4 youths to DEC Camp @ cost of $1400 approved. Black Powder shoots start on January 2nd, 11 AM 1st Sunday each month thru June, Youth Archery starts January 8th , 9 AM to 12 Noon each Saturday thru March.
West Fulton Rod & Gun Club:  The next meeting will take place on January 4th.  There were over 100 members w/guest at the annual diner at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 11th of December. Several 50/50 raffles were held along with a fund raising auction.  Pee Wee Papas was the high bidder of the $320 for a sealed tool box with surprise packages inside. The Ladies Auxiliary  did an outstanding job with the roast beef and ham diner.  Dues are still $10. Bob Kimball also handed out targets for the spring get together. Elections were held at the December meeting. Aaron Hamm is our new President.  The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Then They Take”. This motto continues because of the strong membership and support of local business.    
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SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/  My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com Please send any information, which I will try to include in future SCCA newsletters.  I appreciate all the help I can get.  Mike  Meeting Adjourned @ 9:00 PM. 

The December meeting, 12/23/2010, @ 7:00 PM for the SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) will be held at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club.  PIZZA & WINGS & Beverage will be available. 
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