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Minutes from meeting held at the Summit Conservation 

Club on July 22, 2010. Attendance is needed from 

each club for their input on club activities*

SCCA President, Ray Zeh, called the meeting to order at 6:45 PM with 

19 in attendances and 11 clubs represented. A motion to accept the July treasure report was made by Dewey Irving and seconded by Bob Britton. A vote of the membership approved the treasurer’s report. Bob Britton made a motion to accept the June/ July newsletter with Duke Mann seconding the motion. A vote was taken and the minutes were approved. 

 Communications: The Association did purchase a plaque in memory of Dennis Slater which was displayed at our Schoharie County Conservation Association fair booth.  

Dorwin Hamm Scholarship: Jenny Murtaugh still needs to do her presentation. 

By-laws: Finally the two major issues of the changes which have been discuss during the last two years concerning the SCCA by-laws has been voted on.  The first issue was can an SCCA Associate member hold office position.  A vote was taken and the change was approved.  The second issue was can an SCCA Association member vote on issues brought before the Association.  A motion was made by Mike Zeh, seconded by Dewey Irving, to grant an SCCA Associate member the right to vote only if he or she is holding one of the officers positions (President, V. President, Secretary, Treasurer) at the time a vote is needed. This issue was voted on by the club delegates and was approved.  Normally only club delegates are allowed to vote on issues concerning the SCCA.  Carl Stefanik will update the changes to our by-laws so they can be loaded on our SCCA website.     
Election of Officers: Still no election on club officers. Ray Zeh announced his resignation from the President position.  Ray has been President for quite a few years and feels it is someone else’s turn. Nominations from the floor could not produce any candidates.  Because of this issue Dave Wood who is currently holing the Vice President position has stepped forward to assume the President’s position. Mike Zeh will continue to fill both the Secretary position as well as the Treasurer’s position.  Maybe we can get some fresh help from our Club Association Members to step up to the plate. 

Cobleskill Fair Issues:  A roster was set up to man the fair booth. Carl Stefanik, Ray Zeh, Dave Wood, Doug Handy, Bob Britton, Joe Moore, Joe Kopacz, Bill Nelson, Duke Mann, Harold Guest, Don & Liz Reinhart, John Hounauer, Willy Karlau, Gordon Emerson, Zack Debartollo, Lee Colby, Brad Sherwood, George Sherwood, Ray Lawyer, and Mike Zeh. The Richmondville Fish & Game Club, the Conesville Rod & Gun Club and the Summit Conservation Club each had a crew for manning the booth for a day also. Ticket sales were very slow this year.  Maybe because of the bad economy or low attendance at the fair. The Canoe Raffle winners were as followed:  1st prize winner was Norman Mitchell (Cobleskill) Norm chose the $500. 2nd prize, A wildlife print donated by the Schoharie County Ridge Runners (NWTF) went to 8 year old Tosha Amey (Cobleskill), 3rd prize, a Wildlife print donated by the Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited went to Steve Romawski (Schoharie), 4th prize, a $100 Gift Certificate donated by Senator Seward went to Gavin Chrisman (Cobleskill), 5th prize, a $100 gift certificate donated by Assemblyman Pete Lopez went to Randy Nelson (Middleburgh), 6th prize, a $100 Saving Bond donated by Bank of Richmondville (Cobleskill) went to Stella Maiello (Gilboa), and 7th Prize a $100 Saving Bond donated by NBT of Middleburgh went to Eric Buskey (Fultonham). We would like to thank all our prize sponsors for their continued support to the SCCA. Also we would like to thank the Family Medical Care Associates located in Cobleskill for donating the cost of the printing of the canoe raffle tickets.   
Hunter Safety Training Course Dates

Archery – Registration date will be August 23rd @ Richmondville Village Office 7-8 PM.
                 Class date will be August 28th @ Richmondville Fish & Game Club house 8 AM – 4 PM.

Archery – Registration date will be September 7th @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club 7-8 PM.

     Class date will be September 11th @Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club 8 AM – 4 PM.

Gun – Registration date will be September 20th @ Richmondville Village Office 7-8 PM.
Class dates will be September 24th  5 PM – 9 PM & Sept 25th 8AM – 4PM @ Richmondville Fish & Game Club.


Gun – Registration date will be September 27th @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club 7-8 PM.

Class dates will be October 1st 5 PM – 9PM & October 2nd 8 AM – 4 PM @ Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club. 
IRS Requirement: I was notified by Gordon Emerson that the SCCA’s name was on a list sent to the Schoharie County Government which stated that we would lose our tax exempt status unless we contacted the IRS. As a Tax Exempt organization we are required to file an E-Postcard electronically if we have less than $25,000 is revenue during a calendar year. This was done but it was rejected because the IRS did not have a current address for our organization.  An address update form 8822 was mailed on August 10th.  We have to wait 6 weeks for this to be processed before we can hopefully send in our required E-Postcard to fulfill our IRS requirement. I will keep trying until we get it done.      
NYS Conservation Council: Willy Karlau will attend the 77th Annual meeting in Utica on September 17th through 19th representing SCCA. 
NYS DEC: 2010-2011 NYS Department of Environmental Conservation Commissioner Pete Grannis announced Sporting Licenses Available Starting Aug. 16, 2010 along with Deer Management Permits, Hunting, Fishing, and Trapping Licenses.  These can be purchased at any one of DEC's 1,500 license sales outlets statewide. Sporting licenses can also be ordered by mail or by telephone and via the internet (look for the "Purchase a Sporting License" link on the home page). Sporting licenses are valid beginning Oct. 1 - Sept. 30, 2011. New Regulations for 2010-2011.
Hunters and trappers should be aware of several new regulations in effect for 2010-2011. Air guns may now be used for hunting small game. Pheasant hunting areas and seasons have been modified. The Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) containment area has been decommissioned, and hunters in that area are no longer required to have their deer checked for CWD. Several trapping regulation changes have been made, including elimination of the requirement of furbearer possession tags and pelt sealing for beaver. More details for each of these changes are available in the 2010-2011 Hunting and Trapping Regulations Guide.
DEC issues Deer Management Permits (DMPs), often called "doe tags," to move the population closer toward objective levels in each Wildlife Management Unit (a map of WMU boundaries across the state can be found on the DEC website. The target DMP allocation for 2010 varies by unit, but outside of the Adirondack Park and the Tug Hill Plateau, only WMUs 3A, 4L, 4U, 4Z and 5T will be closed for DMPs in 2010. Applicants are reminded that DMPs are only valid for antlerless deer in the WMU specified on the permit. 
DMPs will be available at all license issuing outlets and by phone, internet or mail, from Aug.16, 2010 through close of business Oct. 1, 2010. DMPs are issued through a random selection process at the point of sale, and customers who are selected for DMPs will receive their permits immediately. Chances of selection in each WMU are available at License Issuing Agent locations, or you may call the DMP Hotline at 1-866-472-4332. Chances of getting a DMP remain the same throughout the application period, so hunters do not need to rush to apply for a DMP on the first day of sale. 
Be a Mentor to a New Hunter or Trapper - Adult hunters and trappers are encouraged to pass along their traditions and become a mentor for a junior hunter or trapper. The junior hunter and trapper mentoring program allows 14- and 15-year-olds to hunt big game with a firearm while accompanied and supervised by an experienced adult hunter. It also allows unlicensed youth less than 12 to accompany and assist a licensed trapper who is at least 18 years of age and has at least three years of trapping experience. More details about these opportunities are available in this year's Hunting and Trapping Laws and Regulations Guide and on Junior Hunter Mentoring Program web page.

Contribute Via Habitat Stamps, Trail Supporter Patch, or donation directly to support the Conservation Fund or the Venison Donation Program - DEC encourages all outdoor enthusiasts to consider purchasing a Habitat/Access Stamp and/or a Trail Supporter Patch. These stamps and patches help support the DEC's efforts to conserve habitat and increase public access for fish and wildlife-related recreation and maintain non-motorized trails. Buying a $5 stamp or patch or donating directly to the Conservation Fund is a way to help conserve New York's fabulous wildlife heritage and enhance outdoor recreation in New York State.

Additionally, anyone - not just hunters and anglers - can help feed the hungry by contributing to the Venison Donation Program at all license issuing outlets. Individuals should inform the license sales agent that they want to make a donation of $1 or more to support the program. For more information about the program go to Venison Donation Coalition.

Legislation News: Bill A.924/S.6793, better known as the crossbow bill, has passed the Senate & the Assembly and now awaits the governor’s signature.  This bill is still waiting in the Assembly to be pushed forward to the Governor.
Region 4 Fish & Wildlife Management Board –The next Region 4 FWMB will be held on September 22nd at the Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club unless the meeting is changed to the Red Maple Farm which is located just off the Hunterland Rd, up behind the Middleburgh Diner next to the Cemetery.  
SUNY Cobleskill: The College will again compete in a National contest at the 2010 National Conference, which will be held in Snowbird, Utah this coming year.  

Summit Sno Riders:  info@summitsnoriders.com  The meeting location is at the end of Bear Gulch Rd, Summit Conservation Club 109 Club Road  Summit, NY 12175, phone 518-287-1710 third Monday of each month @7:00PM. For more information contact Donna 287-1961. 
   
Middleburgh Ridge Runners: Meetings are at the Middleburgh Library on the 2nd Thursday of the month 7:00PM. More information call 827-5702. 

 
Cave Country Riders: Meetings are held at the Eagles on Legion Drive in Cobleskill, the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 7:00 pm. info Terry Bradt 518-234-7331.


Coby Fish & Game Club:  The club meetings are held on the second Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM @ in the Community Room at the Cobleskill Community Library. Joe Moore will again start selling $10 pins to raise funds for this spring trout stocking.  


Conesville Rod & Gun Club: The club feels that the SCCA should not get involved with politics when it comes to changing conservation regulation changes. They feel that NYS DEC should make these decisions. To become a member you must live in the town of Conesville. For more information contact Dewey Irving @ 607-588-6978. 
Schoharie County Ridge Runners - National Wild Turkey Federation: The NWTF donated the second prize for the SCCA canoe raffle. The club is scheduling a turkey shoot sometime in September or October. POC is Liz and Don Reinhart 673-3965 or Russ at Marlow's 296-8978. A letter was sent out to the 12 schools in the area offering free training of the Eddie Eagle program to elementary students. This program is a safety program which promotes guns are not a toy. If you find a gun, don’t touch, get an adult. POC for this training is Liz Reinhart.  

West Fulton Snowmobile Club: Meetings are held at the West Fulton Firehouse on the 1st Wednesday of the month @ 7:00PM. For more information call President Aaron Hamm @ 827-6881or Vice President Todd Bartholomew @ 827-4793. 

Jeep Club: Meetings are 7:30pm on the second Friday of every month, summer meetings at the Club property, and winter meetings at Stella Motors in Cobleskill. POC: Matthew Henzler, e-mail address (thehenz33@yahoo.com) or Terry Keller - 234-3004.

Schoharie County Chapter of Trout Unlimited: TU meetings are held in the Wedgewood Inn at 7:00 PM located in Schoharie on the last Tuesday of the month. Dues are $35 for regular and $20 for Youth (under 18) or seniors (62 or older).  Four students from SUNY Cobleskill gave reports on Shadowbrook on Otsego Lake, Electro-trawl netting on the Allegheny River, Fox creek and tributaries, and the Upper Keyserkill and Bear Kill streams for Brook & Brown Trout. 

Central Bridge Fish & Game Club– Skeet shooting is running again and it is open to the public on Sundays at 9:00 a.m. sharp. Contact Jim Mansheffer at (518) 868-2576.  The club also sponsors the Schoharie Pistol Team that uses the range at the clubhouse.  The team is looking for shooters. The clubs meetings will be on the second Thursday of each month @ 7:00 PM. For info http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/cbfgc.html
Whitetails Unlimited:  The Schoharie County Chapter of Whitetails Unlimited banquet will be held on September 19th 2010 at the Best Western located in Cobleskill. September 10th is the deadline for all tickets sales. All tickets must be turned in to John Bloomer by then. We have several guns to auction off along with several raffles with guns as prizes at the banquet. We will limit ticket sales to 160 so get your tickets early.  Contact Bill Nelson, Mike Zeh or John Bloomer for tickets. Cost of meal is $16.00. Since 1982 Whitetails Unlimited National Organization has generated over $40 million in support of our goals. Education 20%, Habitat 34%, Hunting Tradition 33% and Research 13%.  Our website address is: www.schoharie-conservation.org/memberclubs/scwu.html. 

 
Long Path Hiking Club 17th Annual meeting will be held in the conference room on September 18th at the New York State Power Authority’s Blenheim/Gilboa Visitors Center @ 10:30 AM. (Entrance on the side by the silo. Proposed changes/updates to By-laws change notice. New bridge over Tubbs Pond Outlet completed on June 5th. POC for Information – Dan Kwiatkowski 518-827-8377 or Carol & Mark Traver 518-295-8039 or Clarence Putman 607-538-9569.  Upcoming club outings: Please call hike leader to register and ascertain the particulars of the hike at least one week before event. 1. Sept 11th – Leader’s Choice Hike, call Dan for destination, mileage, & meeting place. 2. Sept 18th LPNHC Annual Membership meeting @ NYSPA, call Dan for info. 3. Sept 23rd Schoharie County Health Fair, 10-2, LP table @ County offices: contact Cherrie 518-827-4386 for info. 4. Sept 26th  Vroman’s Nose 27th Annual Hike, self guided 12:00 – 5:00 PM @parking lot on Mill Valley Road, South of Middleburgh off Rte. 30, meet Timothy Murphy, VN souvenirs & our new LPN t-shirts for sale, info &maps available. POC Cherrie @ 827-4386.  Yearly memberships levels are individual $5, family $10, supporting group $15, sustaining $25, or life $150. Long Path Guide books are available for members at $15. Dues are due in September at the Annual Meeting.  All members receive a newsletter and other Club information. For other dues-related questions, please contact Cherie Clapper at 518-827-4386 or PO Box 200, West Fulton, NY. 

Summit Conservation Club:  1742 Stuffed Pizzas were sold this past season. The clubhouse is located at 109 Club Rd. Summit, NY 12175 – phone 287-1710 (located just off Bear Gulch Rd). The meetings are held on the third Sunday of each month. The clubhouse is on the main snowmobile trail and is one of the first places in the area to get snow.  They are always looking for new members to help run the club on these weekends.  

Middleburgh Rod & Gun Club:  One new member were voted in at the last meeting. The club is still looking for nominations for the secretary position.  Karen Bixby resigned as of June 30th. The club’s website is back up and running. www.middleburghrg.com POC Rob Cirello, 234-7360. Any pictures can be sent to e-mail address on website. The $250 Award for a senior from Middleburgh Central was presented at the MCS graduation ceremony to Johnny Warner. For Gate Key problems the new POC is John Ford – cell # 231-9229 or home # 827-4773. The new Key Lock system has been installed. All key cards have to be reauthorized.  Bob Britton has once again agreed to head up the December Raffle. The Guns are all in and tickets are available.

West Fulton Rod & Gun Club:  The next meeting will take place on September 7th.  A date has been selected for the Fall Get Together (09/18/2010).  Bob Kimball has already started distributing targets for sponsoring the event.  The location will be on the Hamm Farm in West Fulton. The Club’s motto is “Put Back More Then They Take”. This motto continues because of the strong membership and support of local business.    
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SCCA website address is http://www.schoharie-conservation.org/  My e-mail address is mzeh4@nycap.rr.com Please send any information, which I will try to include in future SCCA newsletters.  I appreciate all the help I can get.  Mike  Meeting Adjourned @ 9:05 PM. 
The August meeting, 08/26/2010, @ 7:00 PM for the SCCA (Schoharie County Conservation Association) will be held at the Cobleskill Fair Grounds.  BRING YOUR LAWN CHAIRS!!!
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